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SERMON t 

tRj:ACHED FEBRUARY 3, 1771. 



St. Matth. xiii, 51, 52. 

Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood 
all these things ? They say unto him, Yea, 
Lord. Then said he unto them, Therefove. 
every scribe which is instructed unto the 
kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man that 
is an householder, which hringeth forth out 
of his treasure things new and old. 

If there be any difficulty in these words, it 
will be removed by considering the manners 
of that time, in which Jesus lived, iand the 
ideas of those persons, to whom he addressed 
himsdf. 

VOL. VI* B 
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BXJtMOll I4 $ 

time and use had impstired tb<$ gMkC^^ <>r di^ 
miaished the value^ of them* Thus^ they had 
^ings new and old laid up in th^ir 8tofe4i^u8e> 
or treumury (for these proviiions Were indeed 
their treasure) y which, as the text says, th^f 
could bring forthy on any emergency that 
called for them. 

And to this Jewish HotiS^older, thm fiit^ 

nished and prepared for all oc«ask)ns, our Loi^ 

compares the scribe^ instructed unto the king* 

4om of heavens in other words, the minister^ 

or preacher of the Gospel. Every such scribe 

Was to be suitably provided with what might 

be serviceabfe to those commkt^ to his charges 

And the Text delirers it, ae a general ifd^ 

ference firom the example of Christ himself 

(who, from a variety of topics, some neWy 

some oldy had been instructing his disciples in 

this chiqpter), that ws, the teachem of hid re^ 

li^on, should likewise have m $tore a vari<Hy 

of knowledge for the supply of hfs chureh, kink 

that we should not be bftckwa^ or sparing, M 

we see occasion, in the use of it. Therefore, 

says he, that \tyfor this end*^ that your re- 

a ^i tSto — referring to the gOQNd eflfect of this way of 
teaehiag on the disciples^ whom it had enabled> as they 
confessed^ tty mdentmt^ the things, tv)^ JesU? fatfd 
taught tfaen. 
' B 2 
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4 SERMOK U 

sjwtive charges may be well and perfectly in-» 
itructed . by you, as you have been by me^ 
eve,ry scribe, which is instructed imto the king- 
donl (yf hewoen, is like unto a man that is an 
hQhtseholder, which bringeth forth out of bis 
ireasure things new and old. 

It is true, if this instruction of our Lord 
and Master had concerned onlj/ the preachers 
of the word, I might have found a fitter place 
and occasion for a discourse upon it. . But the 
case is much .otherwise ; and it concerns all 
the feithftil to understand what the duty of 
those as, who ^re intrusted to dispense the word 
of life, le^t they take offence lat the ministry,' 
without cause, and so deprive themselves of 
the fruit which ;they might otherwise reap 
from it. 

t Let me therefore jay before you some plain 
considerations on rthe aphorism in the , text ; 
wd submit it to >yourselves how far they may 
deserve the notice of all Christians. 

: It would be ridiculous, no doubt, ta torture 
a meer figure of speech ; and to pursue a me- 
taphor through ,all the, minute applic.ations> 
which an ordinary imagination might find or 
invent for it. But I shall not be suspected of 
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SERMON I. 5 

trifling in this sort, when I only conclude/ 
from the comparison of a Christian Scribe to 
the Jewish Householder ; 

L That all the treasures of knowledge, 
which the minister of the Gospel may have 
laid up in his miad, are destined, not to the 
purposes of vanity y hut to the use of his 
charge ; for such must have been the intention 
of a reasonable Householder, in the stock of 
provisions he had so carefully collected : 

II. That such use must be estimated from 
the apparent wants of those, to whom this 
knowledge is .dispensed ; for so the vfrugal 
householder expends his provisions on those 
who evidently stand in need of them : . And 

III. Lastly, That among these wants, some, 
at certain conjunctures, may be more general^ 
or more. pressing, than ordinary; and then 
his first care must be to relieve these^ though 
other real, and perhaps considerable wants, 
be, for the present, neglected by him: just, 
again, as the disfcreet householder is anxioiis to 
provide against an uncommon distress that 
befalls his wbole family, or the greater part 
of it, or that threatens the immediate destruc- 
tion of those whom it befalls, though he su^^ 
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pend lib eare^ foi' a season^ of partiouUr^ or 
}e88 momenlsmis distresses. 

In these thiuse respects^ then^ I propose to 
illustrate and enforce the comparison of the 
Text, without any aj^d^ension of being 
tiiought to do violence to it. 

I. The knowledge of a well-in^fmeted Scribe 
must be directed to the edification of his 
charge, and not at aU to the gratification of his 
own vanity. 

This concltision results immediately itom the 
subject of the comparison. For the Christian 
Scribe is not compared to a prince, who is 
allowed, ?tnd ev^a expected, to consult his own 
state and magnificence ; or, to Onq of those 
popular magistrates in ancient times^ whose 
office it was to exhibit splendid shews, and ftir-» 
nish expensive entertainments, to tb^ir fellow-* 
^citizens : bnt to a plain Jewish hotiseholder, 
who had nothing to regard beyond the neces* 
sary, or, at inost, decent accommodation of his 
family. 

And the comparison is aptlp made, as we 
shall see if we consider, either the end of a 
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SERHOU I. 7 

preacher's office^ or die decorum of his cha- 
racter. 

His oincB obliges him to intend the most 
essential interests of mankind, the reformation 
of their Uves, and the salvation of their sonls. 
And when the object of his care is so impor^ 
tant^ what wondar if all inferior considenitions 
fidi before it? 

Besides^ the Chrbtian preacher has a c^tnh 

musioH to discharge^ a divine me^mge to de- 

liver. And in such a cas^ men look not fcof 

ingenuity, but fidelity. An ancient, or a mo* 

dern sophist may make what excursions he 

thinks fit into the wide fields of science ; and 

may entertain us with his karning^ or his wit, 

as^be fitnds himeelf able. He 9fU3gr, I say, do 

this ; for he has only to recommendi himsdf to 

ottr esteem, and to acquite a little popular re^ 

putation. Qut wb h»ve sb dispensation comi* 

mitted to itt, a Jfbrm of sound words, ft&m 

mhkh we must not depart, a doctrine, whieh 

we are to deliver with uncorruptmess, gravity, 

simeeriiyK We please not men, but God ; or 

if men, to their good, only, to edification ^. 

b Tit, H. 7. « Roxn. XV. 3. 
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SERMON 1. 



The BEtJOHUM of our character requires^ too^, 
that we be superior to all the arts of vanity and 
ostentation. Even in secular professions, it is 
expected that this rufe of propriety be ob- 
served. A Physician'wonld be ridiculous, that 
was. more. curious in penning a prescription, 
t^an in weighing the. matter of it.: and the 
Advocate would be little esteemed, that should 
be more solicitous to display himself, than to 
serve his client. How much more then may 
it be e'spectedfrom^ a preacher of righteous- 
n^^.$, that HE should forget his vown personal 
knportanee amid the high ccHOicerns of Jiis pro-! 
fession h t 



And such was indeed the conduct of our 
best guides, in the ministry. * The ancient 
Fathers were, many of them, richly furnished 
with all the -endowmar^tsj that might be i^ 
quired to set themselves off* to the utmost ad- 
vantage. Yet we find them, in their homilies 
and discourses to the people, inattentive to 
every thing but. their main end; delivering 
themselves, with an energy indeed, but a 
plainness and even negligence of expression \ 

d They did this with design, and on principle ^ as ap- 
pears from St. Austin's discourse de Doctrind Christiand^ 
in which Ije instructs the Christian preacher to employ, on 
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SERMON I. g 

ttiat tempts frivolous readers, sometimes, to 
make a doubt, of their rea], and, from other 
monuments of their skill aufi pains, unques- 
tioned abilities.. 

. a$^nd,.in this ^contempt of secular fame, they 
did but copy the example of St. Paul himself, 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles ; who, though 
idist^nguished by .the sublim'est parts, though 
profound in his knowl^edge of the Lslw, and 
not unacquainted with Gentile learning, affected 
no display either of his natural or acquired ta- 
lents, biit, as he tells us himself (and his 
writings attest, the truth of his declaration), 
determined to inmv nothings •. among the faith- 
ful, sav^ Jesus Christy and him crucified^. 

'Not that what abilities we have, aide always 
to lie conciealed. There are .occasions, no 
doubt, when they may properly, that is, use- 
some oiccasioiis> inelegant and eren barbax^us terms and 
'expressions^ t^e better to suit himself to the apprehen* 
sions of his less informed hearers — non curante illo, qui 
docet, quanta eloquentid doceat, sed quantd evidentid, Cu» 
jus evidentia diligem appetitus aliquando negligU verba cul» 
tiora, nee curat quid bend sonet, sed quid bend indicet atque 
intimet quod ostendere intendit'^ and Vfh»t follows. L. iv. 
p. 74. £d. Erasm. t. iii. 

F J Cor. ii. % 
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10 SEUBmK I. 

lully, be exerted* But the mimstet tt the 
Crospel does not go in quest of such occasions : 
he <m\y adapts himself to them^ when thejr 
come in his way ; and then pursues them no 
ferther than the end, he has in view, the edi- 
fication of others, not his own credit, demands 
from him. 

By this rule, the preachers of the word are 
to conduct themselves. By the same rule, it 
will, therefore, be but just to estimate their 
charftabte labours ; and, when we see nothing 
to^ admire in them, to conclude. That this 
l^ainnc^ of character may not be always fmmg 
to incapacity, but sometimes, at least, todis^ 
cretimi and the higher regards of duty. 

And this candour, as liable as it is to mis- 
Hiterpvetation, will not be thought excessive, 
if you reflect, that, as, in genera), they are 
bound to consult the good of their charge, and 
to deliver nothing to their auditors^ but what 
they foresee, or presume at least, will hensefiii 
toth^mrSo 

II. In the next place, The degree of that 
utility must be regarded by the prudent i»^ 
penser of God's word^^and csti only be climated 
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by die apparent wants of ihom, to whom his 
instructions are addressed. 

It is an especial part of tiie homstholitr^s 
prudence to take care, that bis treasure be laid 
out on those, who have most need of it. He 
has enough to do, perhaps, to satisfy tiie more 
pressing demands of his domestics ; and the 
rules of a good ceconomy require that he regard 
those^ before their humourous indinations, or 
even their more tolerable necessities. To speak 
in Jewish ideas, He, ^$it wants a coo/, to de- 
fend himself from the injuries of the weather, 
must be supplied with that necessary garment, 
though he go without a cloak ; or, when a piece 
of bread is called for, it must be administered 
to the hungry, though others be made to wait 
for their delicacies of milk and honejf ; or, a 
lamb from the fbld may be served up at an or* 
dinary feast, while the Jatied calf is reserved 
for some more solemn occasion. 

Just thus it is in the dispensation of the 
word. We apply ourselves, first and princi- 
pally, to relieve the more importunate demands 
of our hearers; and, not being able, at the 
same time, to provide for all, we prefer the case 
of those who are starving for the wioit of neces- 
pary mstruction, to that of others who are in a 
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cpnditicbi to «ubskt on » what hath already been 
imparted to them. 

; Henee it is^ tfiAt. we are most frequent in 
pressing the fundamental truths of the Gospel : 
as wejl knowings that very many have yet to 
learn^ or at least to digest, the first principles 
of their religion ; and that few, in c6mparison, 
are either prepared, or enough disposed, to go 
on to perfeiptioh. 

There are those, perhaps, who Expect us to 
plear up some nice point of casuistry, or to lay 
open to them the grounds and refasons of some 
obnoxious article in the Christian Creed : in a 
word, they woiild take it kindly of us, if, dip- 
ping the common topics, which have been long 
and much worn in the service of religion, we 
provided some. fresh ones, for their entertain- 
ment; and instead of the stale fragments, 
which are always at hand, and lie open to all 
the fajnily, w^ served up to them something 
of better taste from the inner rooms s>f our 
store-house^ where our choicest viands are laid 
up. AH this is extremely well : and in due 
season, so far as is : fitting, the charitable dis«* 
penser of God's word will not be wanting to 
their expectations; for he has gathered nothing, 
however rare or ei^quisite, in the course of hit 
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hmisehold industry, of which he does not wish 

them to partake. But, for the present, he 

finds this inctalgence to be out of place : he 

sees, that the plainest duties of life, and the 

most unquestioned articles of the faith, are, first 

of all, to be inculcated : he perceives, that 

numbers want to be put in mind of old prac-* 

tical truths ; and perhaps he understands, that 

even those, who are the most forward to call 

out for novelties in speculaltion, do not make 

this demand with the best grace. He could 

amuse them, it may be, with a curious theolo-' 

gical Lecture : but what if their sense of divine" 

things be dead ? what if they wietnt to have 

their minds stimulated by the admonitions, 

and their consciences alarmed with the!terrors, 

of the Gospel? 

The question is not put at hazard. For so, 
the Roman Governor was impatient /o hear 
St. Paul concerning the faith in Christ ; 
when yet the Apostle chose to reason with 
him of righteovsnesSj temperance^ andjudge-^ 
ment t& come : plain moral topics, such as had 
often been discussed before him in the schools 
of philosophy, but were now resumed to 
good purpose; for in the end, we are told, 
FeUx trembled. 
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14 S£EMON I, 

j^vwi in the case of those^ who may be 
decent in their lives, who are enough instructed 
in what is called morality, nay, and would 
take it ill to be thought wanting in a com- 
petent share of religious knowledge, a discourse 
on the elements of the faith may not be, al- 
together, unseasonable. For there are, of 
the»e, who exclude Religion^ from their 
scheme of morality; or Christianity, from their 
scheme of religion ; or who, professing Chris- 
tianity, scarce know what Redemption means : 
who are yet to learn with what awful, yet filial 
piety, they are to look up to God the Father ^ 
who reflect not, what transcendant honour is 
due from them to God the Son ; and who have 
scarce, perhaps, beared, or have little regarded^ 
whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

If any such attend our assemblies, think 
not much that we are ready to impart to them 
the plainest, the commonest, because the most 
necessary ^ instruction : and, though we would 
consult the wants of all, you are not to be sur- 
pri2ed, or disgtisted, if we run to the rehef of 
those first, who want oar assistance most ; and^ 
like the good householder, bestow our old 
things on the needy and indigent, before we 
expend our new on the eurious and delicate ; 
who might, we will say, be better accommo- 
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SERMON I* 15 

dated with themi btft are not, in the mean 
time, destitute of what is needful to their «pir 
ritual life. But 

III. This care is more especially required 
of the Christian Scribe, when his charge is 
exposed, in certain conjunctures^ to new ami 
extraordinary wants, which, if not relieved in 
the instant, may grow to be ruinous, and ab^ 
sdutely fatal : then, above sdl, be is to con* 
sider, not what instruction is most acceptable 
to his hearers, but what their critical situation 
demands* 

For, here again, the example of the watch- 
fol and benegcent householder^ is our direction. 
The season may be uncommonly severe and 
inclement : or, a dangerous, peiiiaps a con^ 
tatgtoos disease, afilicti his family; and thea 
the warmest, although the coarsest, clothing 
must be sought out for the naked ; and not 
the most pd^rtable, but the most wholesoine 
food, mustfae administered to the ^Ar. 

.DisastPV) like these, sometimes be£dl the 
houselioU of Christ. A tn^ld atheistic spirit 
prevatk, and chills the vital principles of all 
vbtue, as well ^s religion: car a. pestiloit 
heresy spreads its venom thrpAgh the church, 
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and turns the medicine of fife itself, the salutary 
instruction of God's word, unless prepared and 
aj^lied by skilful hands, into a deadly poison. 
Then it is that the well-appointed Scribe emu- 
lates the generous care and pains of the good 
hoitsefudder ; and whatever he has in store, of 
ancient or modern collection, whether of phi- 
losophy or criticism, whether of eloquent per- 
suasion or sound logic, all must be brought 
forth, to warm the piety, or to purify the faith, 
of his hearers. 

We, of this nation, have not been so happy 
as to want examples of such distresses. 

1. The fanatical sects, that sprung up in 
' abundance amid the confuisions of the last 
century, had so corrupted the word of God 
by their impure glosses on the Gospel-doctrine 
of Grace, that the age became immoral on 
principle, and, under the name of Saints^ en- 
gendered' a hateful brood of profligate Anti- 
nomians ; thntASy a sort of Christians, if they 
may be so called, who turned the grace of 
God into licentiousness^ and, to magnify his 
goodness;*^ very conscientiously transgressed his 
Laws. In a wo«d, they taught, that the 
elect wer^ above ordinances^ and might be 
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nd taw* 

This horrid divinity struck so directly at the 
w>t gf nil true rdigiw, that it wvW i>pt but 
ilgrm th« 55»I <rf* gQod mw. 4wordiiigIy, 
i*out tbe tiow of tb« Re^tw^tiopj ^ for 
some years after it, a iQ^mnb^r of ^rniwut W- 
vines (and oke especially, well known, and 
dit*rv«dly hon^rfd, in Ais pWw^) bent all 
Umr tmvw to ei^poge «Ad opnfound 10 p^- 
mmw^ a heresy: ft^d with «o invindWe e 
foroe of pliiipi end per^icupua re^yiomog^ w 
brought moet ooen to tbejir senses, nnd ^fep^ 
tiiftUy siJeneed, or disgmo^> tim r^. Th(qr 
pppn^d the grounds end pbligetibpns of moreli^ 
fo plainly, and ^ the Gp^pel p^heirie of Sld- 
vntion through f^ith, working by f.hgfrity^ i» 
so full aad »^^ing ^ li^t, tbet i^uured Firtm 
Pfcovered her aificient bonPUrf, e^d yet wai 

teught to acknowledge e just depe»dfmee 00 

Such was the triumph of enlightened reason 
and well-inteipreted Scriptui^ ov^r AntinomU 
mwn ; wbile yet roany pervert, wd toow^ 
jni^taken^ hcswer? of thpse day?, wer? re^y to 
?«yiJe tbeir teachers^ for dw^Ung ^p mvHjb end 

'VOl. Vf. < 
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SO k>Qg on th^^ old topics, and wtovid have 
gladly received other, and more novel . instruc- 
tions, at their hands. 

^. But now tljie liceribe of that age, which 
followed the Restoration, was gone over, on the 
sudden, into other extravagances, equally ruin- 
ous to the souls 6f men. 

It had been made too clear to be denied, 
that moral righteousness is x)f indispensable 
obligation, so long as there is a God to serve, 
or common sense is allowed to have any hand 
in explaining his laws. To get rid then of so 
iliconvenient a restraint, as genuine morality ; 
m^ny daring spirits of th^t time;, rushed into 
Atheism ; while the more timid, took reftige 
in Popery.' For, to disown a moral Gover- 
nour, or to admit that any observances of su- 
jperstitiori can release men from the duty of 
obe)ring him, equally serveis the purpose of 
those, who resolve to be as wicked as they dare^ 
or as little virtuous as they can. 

These tiew 6vils, each of which, in its turn, 
the court itself had countenanced, or intro- 
duced, cklled for fresh remedies ; and it was 
not long before they were administered, ^ith 
effect The same- eminent* persons, who had 
vindicated moral vijrtue^ now stipport^ the 
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«att$e of piety y and of" . protestantism, with 
«qual success* Tl}ey overturned all the pro- 
pbana^iess^' and all the pkilpsbphy of i Atheism, 
&om Us foundaticNds : an$l^. witt) resij9itless ar- 
goipent, baffled the presumptipq, and beat, 
down the sophistry, of the church of Ilome. 
Yet jth^ae. matchless i^rvants of tr^uth; were 
chai'geei hy ^ome, withiindiscretion ia br^pging 
to light all the horrors of atheistic, impiety, 
though in order to expose them ; ^ and with 
preposterous zeal, in 4irectingrall their efibrts 
^jn^t^jopery, though it wore, a^t that. time, 
?o malignant an. aspect .oiji dU rpur dearest in- 

t^^te-' r .'. . . ' ' I :.r.;r ;, " - 

Theyj^erd not, bpw^v^rj diverted by the^ 
ckmquri; from pi;^t$uingr their ; boiifst , pu;?* 
poses; jandiweowe it t^theqa> maygreat^paea- 
sure^ thiSiJthe?et^i^ ^stems-^tf ipiqv^ty, I mean^ 
Atheism, and.:Pppery9rare no V^oigisr i^. repute 
am6ng us* '. ■ - ,: .•..■■-//*..« \ .. ., ;. . 

•-.:.'., V . ' ' . ' ' if " ' ■ >tt , . .. ,.1 . ' 
. $., Still, th€5 ;^tate of the times njay be alteired^ 
vfMhfivitiMxig^ muph-'iffipfoyed* rfoK^ though 
fi^ wiR;ayow diitct AtljHai&m, and npt many, 
J, hope, Ha^ proselyted to Popery, y^t. tfe^ 
ipifib^ pfijtliase is tkoti fmsill, /^h<> are but 
Pr0teii^nt8» A^} >iw»»}<,an4 scajve, J^istg, in^ 
f^Ujy*; r Maw rP^^ssf, qr , .ii^r^tlyvWteUtain^ 

c 2 
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m&tt l^e UnWAtmntaMe Kliertiii tfiHi thi^ 

it. At <Ab ^liitie tim^^ ^d ^^dn^^tties begtt eaeli 
oUie^, Hitere ^t« lA^Pdte who #^iti tdftpsing into 
d^ >old «tplod^ ^toitticfem cf Vtie hust ^i 
flr6M a Mte ted, it m^y he, to omabsxncl 
^ ill inh^iV^^n of ihost <idi^ liceatioa^ 

Th^s «s the ^labakwc^ Mind ^f tMn Am^ 
sii¥ftihg ^m ^e €«ce(i6 iMo ahdthar ; aod 
rai^I^ knoiws t6 itrstivin itseff in that jti$t inMn^ 
which pure religion and right reason detaftttiid. 
Wonder not therefore, that our cares are still 
j^Ml t6 ttte ^^elkHe^ of our h^PdU ; and 
tM wb M^Mir tf>^up|)ly them m^ thirt pro- 
vli»^%f«itc»e^ tt&ah, whkih they moiA WMit ; 
th«t 14re wAi^ tb ^^i^dfte m ^lliem awfel ideas 
^ <acfd^ %ib^ ^v€iinifi[veftit^ are ingtma m 
season and out of season to assert this n^tty^ 
the importance, the necessity of divine revela- 
tic^ ; kti4 xm 8gia»oui3 to Tnlifi«it«in the pr«^t>- 
g^V^ <^Chriilli^n fafith, yet wkhobt ddpw^ 
da^n|^ th^ mo«al dLieMr^ *^t Ihfriti^hgtbe riglrti 
^ r^^ral ^e^^(k\ : fhs^t Mre ^dttioribh yOtt t» 
iMnk %o%l$iity, ^ inquire itie^teiitly, lemd M 
Wi<N^^at th^Hv^^of G^e^^sisly^Mgh^^ 
<boug^ ^e (i^ 9iM, ttnd em iidl^ ^h^tny ^ttK9l^ 
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#Ktpr«beiid tlie lieight tqil ^eptb of diraui 
wklom: Ibit we feaenbtr^ m ahwt^ wluitk 
m{uifed of Jifemrardb^ who tte tppcuitetf to 
ly^ienM dftfi irtMUTM of Chriikitii; lDiMmi«dg^ 
and to superintend the Aotif iMhi of God^ 

I Imw now goiif through tlie aeriemil topics^ 
irfaiob intr Loni'j parable of the Ifsm^koUer 
^Mttifd nataraily to suggest to vm% not «i 
tottt^b whb a view to make our own apcAc^ 
^oriC w«idai3otour4|i<y^ wodaserve^ anctil 
wcrdo^ wo waat^ boo^) as to set hefi^*e yo« a 
yatk idea of oiar oiicQ aad miuistvy, that so yo 
angr jndga rightly and wfjxtMf of us, fiw 
32VUP own suM* For k is BQt indifitMat to 
Ifaa houmthMj what opinion k entert^nod <if 
^ Um t a e iMe r. Many will not rafiet fakn 
to reiuve thaift wants, or perhap aoknawledga 
tiaqr Atfive any waiU^ to he rdiarod^ tf th^ do 
not cono^va with soma respect of his 4aamm^ 
tion, at least, and good-will. 

And though, in the discharge of our duty to 
all, we may seem to n^lect many, and may 
even dissatisfy, nay offend some ; yet, on re^ 
flexion, you will see that we are not wanting 
to oar trust-r— if we always endeavour to dispense 
^a^u^ary doctrines — ^if, especially, we dispense 
mch as the apparent and urgent necessities of 
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men call for*^-and, above all^ if we be r^y 
to dispense all our treasures^ new and old^ 
when the ^ more alarming distresses of ' the 
Christian church require, on occasion, our best 
attention and liberality. 

To conclude : We respect your good opinion ; 
nay, perhaps, are too solicitous to obtain it: 
But we would, or we should, in the first place; 
ple^e him, who hath called us to serve, and 
.expects us to be faithful, in all his housef^. 
For «we presume to be< son^thii^ more than 
Orators, or Philoso^ers, plausible and arti^ 
ficiai discouraiers, who have nodiing in view 
but their own credit, and are eloquent or in« 
genious, ithat is, vam, by profession. We 
have a character to sustain of greater dignity, 
but less ostentation. For we preach n&t (mr^ 
selvesy but Christ Jesus our Lord 4 and our* 
selt^Sy your servants for Jesus sakeK 

ff Heb. iii. % b 2 Cor, iv. 5. 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER a, 176^^. 



1 Cor. X. 15, 
I speak as to wise men : judge ye what I say. 

Though St. Paul said this to the Corin- 
thians^ on a particular occasion, in reference 
to a single argument he was then prosecuting, 
and possibly not without an intended sarcasm 
on those whom he here qualifies with the name 
of Wise men, yet the words themselves express 
the Apbsde's own constant practice ; and what 
is more, they express the general spirit and 
genius of that Religion^ which he was com* 
missioned to teach. 
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For the Clmstian Religion^ divine as it is in 
its origin sublime in its precepts, and profound 
in its mysteries, yet condescends to apply itsdf 
to the rational faculties of mankind ; and, se* 
cure in its own native truth and evidence, 
challenges tte wisd a»d IdaTn^ to Jmlge of its 
pretentions. 

So that we may regard the declaration of the 
text, as a standing precept to the Ministers of 
the word, to speak as to wise men; and to tb« 
hearers of it, to use their best facultiesj in 
Judging of what they say. 

These then shall be the two parfs of my <&r 
course upon it. Mach will surest some im* 
portant refleiuons to the persons respectively 
ctttit^fned ; to us, who pra^ch the word, and 
to ypu, who hear it. 

I. Ilie Religion of Jesus hm desigtietl kst 
the instruction of all sorts wd defines af tsmUM 
Nay, it is evra alledgidd ali one wuk of its 
divinity by Je^us himself, thiit «M imly tb# 
rich and wise» but tk^ po^ ti^l si«i^k^ htv$ 
the Go^l preaehfid tmto ikemK And from- 
tti# di&rent reception <if ii^ iiit firsts by Hsm^ 

\ Matt, xl IS, 
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two sets of men^ iM may perhaps see whicb of 
tbem deserved it most* Bat be this as it wiH, 
the Christian Religion was destined fin* the nae 
of all HHmkind. Its saving truths ane to be madi^ 
known to aU i yet with some difiference in the 
mode of teaching them, aceordmg to the cap^-. 
aities of Uiose to whom they are addressed. 

To PLAIN AND ILLFFERATE MEN, who have 

no prejudices to counteract the virtue of Gpd*s 
word, and no pride of reason or science to ques«» 
tion its authori^, the true and proper way 19,. 
no doubt, to represent the great truths of thit 
Gospel, simply and clearly, accompanied with 
its more general and obvious proofs, and &p^ 
forced upon them with all the earnestness ot 
exhortatioii. These proofs^ and tliis exhortu'^ 
tiauj carry such light and force in them, a^ 
may bo reasonably expected to have an efiact 
upon all men: yet to the wise, who are 
prompted by their curiosity, to habits of in- 
^iry, to ask a reason of the hope that is in 
us\' and who are qualified by liieir parts and 
studies to judge of such reteon, we mre in* 
stnicted to ad^dress a more elaborate ^swer, or 
^o|y. 

Ik i Pet ill. s. 
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. The question then will be. On what frin- 
caiPCEs SUCH ApOLoev must be formed ? A 
^estion .the more important, becacise the apo- 
lo^es of all times have been too generally con- 
stricted on false and pernicious ^prii^iples^ on 
^PBU^k as cannot support, but rather tend tO' 
weaken and disgrace, the very cause they ^0uld* 
deiend. 



Such #ere the apologies, rhany times, of the 
ancient* Christians; who' Xvould incorporate 
witE* ther ^iVfne religion' 'd( ^ JeSu^ the vain' 
<foctrines of the Gchtile ^hilo^dphy t and siich 
have been too often the more iiiddern hpolcf-' 
iieSy which debase tKe word of <jod; ^nd cor- 
rupt it, with the dreams of our preisumpttrous' 
metaphysics. ' ' 

Our Religion has suffered much in both these 
ways : not, that reason or philosophy of any 
kind, truly so called, can dis-serve the' cause of 
a divine Religion ; but that we reason and' 
philosophize falsely^ or perversely^; that is,* 
\?e apply faclshodd to truth; or, we ihisapply 
truth itself, in subjecting the incomprehensible 
mysteries of our faith to the scrutiny and mi- 
nute discussion of our best reason. 
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•From these miscarriages, we are adofionished 
what to avoid : the example, of the Apostle 
Paul, who spake as to wise menj may induct 
us in the right way of prosecuting the defence 
of tiiie Gospel, 

- From Atm, then, we learn to frame our an- 
swers and apologies to inquisitive men, on the 
great established truths of natural and revealed 
Religion;.; to. assert the expediency of divine 
Beydation, from the acknowledged weakness 
and ccfrruption of human nature, and from the 
mor^l attributes of the Deity ; to illustrate the 
cecoQomy of God's dispensations to mankind 
by- arguments taken from, that ceconomy itself: 
to reason with reverence * on the nature of 
those dispensations, to shew whatjtheir general 
scope and purpose is, how perfect an agreement 
there is between them,- and how divinely they 
are made to depend on each other. 

- In doing this, we shall find room for th* 
exercise of our best and most approved reason : 
we shall look far ourselves, (and be able to let 
others) into the harmony of the divine coun- 
cils, as they are set before us in the inspited 
volumes: and, though! we may not p^n^trate 

l.l Pet iiL 15. 
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«II the depths and obscurities of those councils^ 
yet, as in contemplating the woeks of God^ 
which we know but in part, we cmi demon* 
strate his eternal power and Godhead^ so, in 
studying his word, we shall see enough oFhtf 
unsearchable wisdom and goodness, to put to 
silence the ignorance ofJboMsky and to satisfy 
file inquiries of tmse, men. 

I say^ to satisfy the inquiriee of wise mm : 
fer wise men do not expeet to have alt dKffieid* 
ties in a dirine system cleared upj smd everf 
minute question, which may be raised about it, 
Btiswered (for this, God himself^ the ansithor 
and finii^r of it, can only perform, and mudl 
less than this is abundantly suflicient fer our 
purpose) ; but alt they desire is to «ee the seve- 
ral parts of it so fiu* cleared up, and made eon- 
sistent with each other, and, upon the whole, 
to discover such evident marks of a superior 
wisdom, power, and goodness in the frame and 
texture of it, as may convince them that it is 
truly divine, and wortfiy of the Supreme Mind 
to whom we ascribe it. 

When we speak thus as to wise fnen^ we do 
all iiMLt wise men can require of us: if others 
be still unsatisfied, the fault is in themselves ; 
Ihey are curiow^, hut ni>t wise. 
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f ky the greater rttcss on this mode of de- 
feiidmg the Christian Religion from its^Jl 
that fa, by arguments taken from its own na- 
toire and essence, because it shortens the dis- 
pute with inquirers, and secures the honour rf 
that Religion, we undertake to defend. 

Firrt, H shortens the dispute wUh Inqmrers^ 
by cutting off the consideration of all those 
(Ejections which men raise out of thdr own 
imagmaftions. The defender of Christianity 
is not concerned to obviate every idle fancy, 
that floats in the head of a visionary objector* 
Men have not Ihe making of their Religion, 
hot must take it for such as the Scriptures re- 
present it to be. And if we defend it on the 
footing of such representation, we do all that 
can be reasonably required of us. It is no- 
thing to the purpose what men may imagine 
to tbemsdves concerning the marks and cha- 
meters of a divine Revelation : it is enough, 
^t there ^re sztch marfss and characters in 
thie ddigton of Jesus (virhether more or fewer, 
t^hetiber Ae same or other, than we might 
previous^ have expected, is of no moment) as 
iltfew k^ in "all reasonable construction, to be 
dkfint* Attd thus our labour with Inquirm 
ift much abridged, wfiile all foreign and im- 
)wfr6nent<|tie{ftiotns are rejected and laid aside. 
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Next, this mode of defence secures theha^ 
ncnir of that religion^ we undertake to support ^ 
For, if we fail in our endeavours to unfold 
5ome parts of the Christian system^ we are but 
in the condition of those, who would experi- 
mentally investigate and clear up some diffi* 
culties in the system of nature. Want of 
care, or diligence, or sagacity, may subject 
both the Divine and the Philosopher to some 
ipistakes: but either system is the same still, 
and lies open to the pains and attention of 
more successful inquirers. Nobody concludes 
that the system of nature is not divine, because 
this or that Philosopher has been led by hasty 
experiments to misconceive of it. , And nobody 
should conclude otherwise of the Christian 
system, though the Divine should err ;as much 
in his . scriptural comments and explications, 
Whereas, when we attempt to vindicate Chris- 
tianity on principles not clearly contained in 
the word, of God, we act like tho^ >v^o form 
physical theories on principles which ha\pe no 
foundation in fact. . The consequence is. That 
net only the labour of je^ich is lost, but the 
system itself, which each would rpcdmel^nd, 
being hastily taken for what it' is unskilfuUy 
, represented to be, is vilified apd disgraced. 
For thus the Christian system has ip fact beesa 
reviled by such as have seen, fr wmld qnly 
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we it, throtigh the false medium of Popish' car 
Calvinistioal ideas: and thus the ^stem jcf 
nature itself hzth, itis said, been blasphemed 
by ONE ™, who judged of it from the intricaciet 
of a certain astronomical hypothesis. The re- 
mfe^ for Ihis evil, is, to solve scriptural flif- 
ficukies by scriptural principles^ and toiaccouni 
for nataral app^rances by experimental ob^ 
aervations : and then, though th6 applicatioa 
of each may be mistaken, the system TCsnaiiB 
inviolate, and the honour lx)th of GodV Woi» 
and Works is secured. 

And let thus much suffice, at present, for 
the duty of him^ who speaheth as to nvise 
?nen. Much more indeed is required to thp 
integrity^ and still more to the ^uccess^ ^f lii* 
defence. But he that speaketk, as ihe oracliBS 
of God J that is,, wlio defends a divine Religitai 
on its own divine principles, does that whicfc 
is most essential to his office; and eminently 
discharges the part of a wise speaker^ since iie 
plans his defence in the besi manner. 

.IB <A|,FHONsus THE WiSE; — I go Oft the tiammpn eup- 
positioQ/ tjiat this Piince intended a reflexion on the 
system of stature itself 3 but, perhaps, his purpose was no 
inore than, in a strong way of expression, (though it must 
be ownei, no very decent one) to reprobate the hirpoilttHs 
{the PtoUmale], which setthat system In so l>adty light, ^ 
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jli wnumt fit* 

II. It now renuiins to consider the dtlier 
part of the text, which challengeB the wisi 
men, to whom the Apostle spake, to ivvmi of 
what he said to them. 

From the time, this challenge was given by 
&e learned Apostle, there never have been 
wanting wise men, dispotfsd and forward to 
accept it. And thun far, all was well s for tbagr: 
had a right to exercise this office ti judging 
for themselves, if they were, indeed, capable 
of it. But have they considered, to what th^ 
capacity/ amounts ? and that much more is re* 
quired to piake a good jupge, than a good 

SPXAK£R? 

IjBt us briefly examine then the pretentions 
of those, who have at all times been so ready 
to sit in judgement on the Advocates for Beli^ 
^pion, by the known qualities of a capable 
Judge: which, I think, are Knowledge, Pa^ 
tience, ImpartialUy, Integrity^ under which 
last name I include Courage. 

I. The first requisite in a Judge, is a com- 
petent knowledge in the subject of which lie 
judges, without which his other qualities^ how 
respectable soever, are rendered useless* NoT, 
is thiB knowledge, in die present ease, incon^ 



JDigitized by 



Google 



would be as absurd, as to decide on the merUs 

^ Pfi^^e, o;-^ c^dil)^te^w^ari^.f^t^eiiti^ 
iff ,t^e at]giwp^ts jS^d .i^]u;e^ntatioivs of ^^e 
ji6,y^iiC9f.^, j^^\ng ^Qve him. Jhis ^tten- 
,^p» i^ fljp^e ;e^9ally ^xj^^t^d, wben ,tl^ 
■m^^ JJ? deba,teAs,unpqi;taat, whfn it is, .bse- 
sides, intricate, and i)y^^ '^J^ Adyift^ is ab)$. 

jE^^t ,t^^ ,<arcu ci^t 3 n <^ all copcur, in the 
^<^e ,l(j^re ns. Jf ,tUe qij^estiqn .coijcernipg the 
,^u^ ^d imtbocity of .Revelatiqo l)e a cauge of 
^njr ^pqient at all, it is confessedly of l;!^ 
,^^te^: :^yaj> if it^e scl^^p^.qf (Revelation 
Jip, ^ .\t jpietendp ,to ,^, divine, it .must re- 
^^ii^et^i^e^t^PS^fijIjion of ^ur best f^cultiiQs 

VOL. VI. D 
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to comprehend ^t ; and, lastly, as the ablest 
nien of dl times, of every profession and de- 
nomination, have appeared in its defence, sxich 
advocates may demand to be beared with all 
possible attention. For the Judge of such a 
cause, then, to confide in his own first thoughts, 
to listen negligently and impatiently, and to 
precipitate his determination, must be altor 
getiier unworthy the character he assumes. 

3 It is expected of a Judge that he be 
Stncdy impartial ; thzt he come to the trial 
of a cause without any previous bias on his 
mind, or any passionate and prevailing pre- 
judices, in r^ard either to persons or tilings, 
which may indispose him to see the truth, or 
to respect it. And this turn of mind, so con- 
ducive to a right determination in all cases, is 
the more necessary here, where so many secret 
prejudices are apt, without great care, to steal 
in and corrupt the judgement. 

4. The last quality, which men require in a 
Judge, is an inflexible Integrity: such as may 
infuse the virtue and the courage to give his 
judgement according to bis impartial sense of 
things, without any regard to the consequaices, 
in which it may involve him. This constancy 
of mind may be put to no easy trial in the 
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present case ; when the Judge's determinatton 
may perhaps interest his whole future conduct i 
and when the censure^ the scom^ and the dis^ 
pleasure of amnbers, and possibly of those 
whom he has hitherto most considered am) 
esteemed^ may be incurred by such determi- 
nation. 

Thbsb ar<e the great essential qualities which 
we look for in a Judoe^ and which cannot be 
dispensed with in a Judge of Religion. How 
lar all, or any of these qualities are to be found 
in those> who take to themselves this office, I 
have neither time, nor inclination, to, consider. 
For my purpose is not to disparage those who 
have exercised the right of judging for them- 
selves in the great affair of Religion, nor to 
discourage any man from doing himself this 
justice : But simply toTepresent the difficulties, 
that lie in our way, and the qualifications we 
must possess, if we would judge a righteous 
judgement. 

I leave it to yourselves, therefore, to apply 
these observations, as ye think fit. Ye will 
conclude, however, that txy judge of the pre- 
tentions of your religion is no such easy task, 
as that any man, without pctrts, without know- 
ledgey without industry, and without virtue, 
may presume to undertake it. 

D » 
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tl^ ram of all I have m\i h, llien, tkku 
Hie Aposde, When he became loi Advocate for 
tlie Gospel, condescended to speak, and it imnt 
therefore be more e^)ecialfy^ ihe duty <rf itp 
im4n8{Mred advocates to j;pea^ as to wise mm ; 
lliat k, to employ in its defence. aH the poweit 
of reason and wisdom^ of which they are €ar 
pable. But it will be remembered, too^ that 
«uch, nay more, is required of ^ Judgbs of 
it; and diat 4iiey most 4ipproye t^msehres^ not 
only fi^ftfe, Jbnt^ in every marai 8en«e, es;oel» 
lent men, before th^ are qualtfied to pas8« 
final judgement on what «udi> Advocates haw 
4o«agfon80fnomentousacacne^ af4liat4>f 4iht 
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PREACHED MAY 17, 1767. 



Bom, ii. 14> 15^ 

ffTien the Gentiles, which have not the Law, 
DO hif Nature the things contained in the 
Law, these, having not tlie Law, are a 
Law unto thetnselves : which shew the work 
of the Law written in their hearts, their 
C0Nsci£NC£ also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts in the mean while accusing or 
else GXcusiKG one another. 

j| HE sebpe of this chapter being to assert^ 
that the Gentile^ as well as Jew^ had a right 
to be admitted into the Christian churchy and 
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that he was equally entitled to share in the 
hiessings of it, the Apostle grounds his argu- 
ment upon this Principle, " That, in the final 
*^ judgement, there would be no respect of 
^ persons with God ; but that Gentiles, as well 
^ as Jews,' would be recompensed in that day, 
'* if not in the same degree, yet by the same 
'^ rule of proportion, that is, according to their 
'^ works." 

Whence it would follow, that, if this equal 
measure was to be dealt to bothy in the Jiiture 
judgementy it could not seem strange if both 
were to be admitted to the present benefits and 
privileges of the Gospel. 

But to keep off a conclusion so uneasy to his 
inveterate prejudices, the Jew would object to 
this reasoning, '^ That the Apostle's assump- 
*' tion must be false ; for that as God had given 
*^ the Heathens no Law, they were not ac- 
" countable to him : that, as there could be 
*^ no room for Punishment, where no Law for- 
'^ bade, so there could be no claim to Reward, 
*^ where no Law enjoined : and consequently, 
^ that the Heathen world, being left with- 
** out Law, had no concern in a future recom^ 
*^ pence, at all.** 



Digitized by 



Google 



»£RMON in. jg^ 

This sug^stion the, Apostle obvi&tesi by 
shewing, the inconsequence of it. His answer 
is to this effect. You, says he, conclude, that 
the Heathens are not accpuntable, b^usethey 
hi^ve no Law. But it no way follows, becau^ 
they had :no Law extraordinarily revealed to 
them frpm Heaven, that therefore the Heathens 
bad no Law, or Rule of life, at all. For these^ 
having no such Law, were a Law unto them- 
selves ; that is, their natural reason and un- 
derstanding was their Law. 

And, for the real existence of such natural" 
Law,, he appeals to the virtuous actions of some 
.Heathens, .who do bj/ nature the things con- 
tained in the Law ; who, besides, as it follows 
in the next verse, shew the work of (he Law 
written in their hearts, their consciences also 
hearing udtness, and their thoughts in th% 
mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another 4 In which last words are contained 
two additional arguments in proof of the same 
point ; the^r^^, taken from their own con 
sciousNEss of such a Law ; and the second, 
front their reasonings between one another, 
ACCUSING or else excusing : for this i^ the 
strict sense and literal construction of those 
ivords in the original, which we improperly 
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^{ft4im m^^Heibt tWeTfexti*'^fis{*e d 
fAo^SHrib^ ^sikA^ ; flfntl iiAtiEj£ distinct if- 
liimenU brou^h^ iiiht6bi of it. f h6* pTo)p6^ 
MoH rs, /?i^f ///6* Ueaihkh dre d Latb uritti 
ttBUetb^, 6V, as it J^ otfiert^is^ eipr^ssed, 
hilti)e h taiD ibrimn iH ihtlr fteitris. 'the ir- 
pAbent^ Ih ptbol ot it ar6, 1. Tfffe vWuous 
lives of some heathen, dtiiJl^ % hdlure ttit 
work of the Law : 2. The force of conscience^ 
testifylh^ {heir fenbvi^led^ 6t such Latw : iud^ 
|. lisdy, {feei^ pHvdie hnJjudlcldt reasottingi 
stfhotig fhemsfeivcf^, i-eiferring to* the c6hf^§feii^ 
luthorlt^ of it 

ih coiiformiiy ib this methbd of the Apo^tlt^ 
Ay blisiiifess will be to open and Explain the 
sfev^ral 2i[rgument^ in the order, in ivhich ttie^ 
fie i and to cbnArin, by that mkttid, thfe trtith 
of bis general f^ro'pbsitidti. Thai there is tt 
rmiural Laiv, or Rule of mordt acHdn, wHt- 
tek in the hearts df ihen. 

yajAffw, See the Paraphrase ^d Commettt on dik ittt 
hf Mr. Taylor of Norwicb> to whom I acknowledjpfe my- 
self indehted far the idea which governs the general method 
of this discourse. 
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h Ttof #^\AKftht fi<<WW «ie *?i«€«Sf of »tf 

^et&m i)fhr% m faux *f a Ia^ 6f «a«W)a, 

Mrittehik^m HiflKriSfof meH; Vilt«eift !ft«»gtf 

fCttl be tb /{^iow^ )< til^a^ ^ff gTi^lf fcfUm 
be- ifWef hudj «ller« <f8* itW6 sm»^' Mm Mki ; iSASS 

t^tibff ^^liif &:^ St.- ¥m nuhsmim m 

thw^ kg Yinnn. Sb ttiatif tU^^ b« my fafcS 
in St. Paul's appeal to the vlrtwa* HVe* ^ 
some headienr, as evincing a Law, written in 
ikBit Umrti, b^ab^ i^\f piUbBtii ii'^ ^ 
♦dtaed by iil? Vhe IM Aj^'p&A ta ft« v1fctoi« 

Itttt (HO¥(f ib»^ td |)r6ve fl*e fa^-ejti^iftdt? 6f 
Mcfo LiW, i^ »S math dh it did nbt goVSm 
th«ir phajltee," Btit the answef iS obfioti*. 
Fbr * M\f m&y be ih ^rt, of eV*;h fotJilIjri 
Vt(A«(»d yy pytsbtii Mttle'f ^ full il^V}fctib& of 
its existence and obligatibil :' vrhfef^* it- i* hkfi 
to imagine, that any number of men, ofdif- 
kHsm tiMb^ iii Hkiknt f)Iac€S, MS lihdfer dif- 
ftrlnt di^«tiMJtai^e^ etf Htgi:, teihp^i drid deNr- 
Mlti«to> Shddld ^SMbft in f!lt;ir I^e« t^g SMti 

0}itiii add <foirmOft Rate. 

Thil ffiiri being ob^vfed, \d ii§ tUhi our 
eyes upon the heathen world ; on that part. 
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more especially^ which U best known to otf 
from the authentic monuments of Greek and 
Roman story. JFor bad as that world was^ it 
^nnot be denied to have furnished many in* 
stances of extraordinaury virtue* We find there 
justice^ temperance, Jbrtitude, and all those 
virtues, which their own Moralists called Offices, 
and which the sacred page has dignified with 
the name of Graces, exhibited in their fairest 
forms, and emulating, as^ it were, even Chris* 
tian perfection®* 

But it will be said of both these people, what 
was long since objected by one of them to the 
crther, that their actions were not so illustrious, 
as is pretended ; that we take the accounts of 
them from their own interested relaters, to 
whose vanity or genius we are rather to im- 
pute the fine portraits, they have given us, of 
pagan virtue, than to real fac^ and the undis-* 
guised truth of things p. 

Be this allowed. Still there will be ground 
enou^ to enforce the Apostle's conclusion. For 
whence, if not from the source to which he 
points, could be derived those numerous cor- 
responding instances, though of faint, unfi- 

• Nai. Dear. L iL c. 66. ? Sallust 
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nished Virtue ? how, but by nature, did the 
keathehy in any degree, the things of the Law? 
and %vhence, the traces of that conduct in 
the pagan world, which the Law itself pre- 
scribed as virttwus 9 

• Or, were the evidence from facts ever so 
suspicious, whence those admired portraits and 
pictures themselves ? or, by what accountable 
means has it come to pass, that their historians 
and panegyrists have been able to feign so suc- 
cessfully ? In truth, had the pagan world af- 
forded no one instance of a virtuous people, 1 
had almost said, no one instance of a virtuous 
character, yet would the projected form of such 
a people, by one hand ^,'and the delineation of 
such a character, by another"^, have been a cer- 
tain evidence of some Rule of life and mannerjs^ 
written in tlie heart, if not transcribed inti> 
practice ^ influencing the judgement to approve^, 
if not the will to obey it. But this consid^^- 
tion, perhaps, comes moi;e naturally under the 
second head of the Apostle's reasoning, whicJi 
is drawn, 

• ' . ■ « ' ■ 

II. From the force of conscience intheTiea- 

then world. 

« 

<1 Plato*4 Republic. 

^ Xenophon's Imt. cf Cyrm. 
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T<i percetv* thp f6rce of fhi^ Btgntnint^ it 
jfmst be remembered, Tharty by coneciend^^ ii 
only meant a m^i^^jtidgenient coneerning tktf 
yf^lifp 9f ^ ^^ actioni ; wbkb judj^emenfti/ 
however come at, whetheV by ule^ or ImilitGH 
tion, by reason, or instinct,^ equally supposes 
iXkrieLatf^^ ot Rtile of condtict,^ by t«rtiich die 
fitffctif* of eaeH sreti^n is tri^d, and by vi^bteft i« 
«<OTb fe e^irtwted. Nmv it is of no tftdrti^M 
fetf tM {)¥^^nt ea^, from trhkh soevw 6f tb€*Ji« , 
s§uf ees that juc^etoeftt is iinrfiedidUly drtitt^, 
rfficfe^ it ta*^*tort bitff b^, that soifift fixed p^^^ 
*ipte, tbtatb<m td hniMti fiMWe, rfhd of eqtirf 
^t«af Wifth it, ^m,\ hat^ 6figinfilHy g'iv^ bi^ 
ft>sfflcfejedge#^^t. F^ifw^e', eft insHtufimi 
t)fe torisidei-ed a^ the probatble source of if, th# 
qtffetidi^ will r'^ur, whence that Use, of whjtt 
ttifg drt^id 6f that Iwstitdtioh ? A que^ticKii 
Which tfanndt be fe^olVed, uriless wfe c6nceiv(* 
imi^ mtutal law, a^ wWfcinfg at th^ rodt^ 
a«d bt^B<ihitig mt, as it tVei*6, into tlse^ at 
Ifhstltiitlbn. 

Nor is it sufficient to say. That the HiaHtiefi 
of different people are, and have beefiy widely 
dlffhterit ; and that conscience, of self-judge- 
ment, according as different notions 6f prac- 
tices prevail, condemns, or approves the very 
>same action. Without doubt, it does 5 hut the 
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hfinffi iime^^ t^ tbere is aq ycommon priui* 
pij3ile of ni^tui^^ dislwguishi«g »betu;€€ffi ri^ 
and wrong, or t^i^t woral actipo ^ of ah^oiute 
indi&rence ; but that men are, and have been, 
qaAaka^ wd cow^ ; t^iat tji^ hatve :ftitbcr jiot 
itfWkd <|hie Ijgfct (^ ^^UBe^ Qr ^aw 45oa^ »^5y 
giowsQ^ it; For it hoWs ofJSej^tmmt^ m of Ac- 
iion, tti^t, t«hQiugh the ^re^m^ of nwiihei* 
^ all *iw?8 A9.d plaees b^ ^ gqpd ^rgavmiktjw 
^ /»¥*€»w^ ^ some <!omn>w r^ile of AiiglMi, w 
fil&ctii^ si^ ^^eepier^ (heofw^ oth^wjwc 
pD tolerabde account can b^ given of it) ; y;^ 
tke llisagi^iiient €s^n of greater ^umbers is no 
{MTOof mgmn&t the exiatenoe ,of ^audi Rule, as 
we can, without that supposition, give'a satis- 
factory account of that disagreement. I call 
«t a mtUf^tory ^oeount ; for it comes from 
^. dRaol )hi0i6df, wJ3oihas ^ken oai;e jto ob\;iate 
this fdau^ible objection. If it t|e said dien, 
"^hat 4lhe Ueatken approved bad, 0»d <ipnn 
dewusadgoad acHons, we o>^n tbeyjsoipetimes 
4id, Ihwt ADS.wer .witib ike Apostle, J^hat, in 
jmeh wsQS, iA^ fieeame vom in iheir imagi- 
mKHomj and that their foidvdi ieant tQ0s 
^karkmed} -that, as they did not search io re-- 
tain God in their knowledge, did not exert 
their Acuities to acqviire or preserve a right 
sense of God's nature and willj h^ gc^e th^ 
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op to an unsearching mindy sufiered them to 
darken and put out the light of their under^ 
standings^ and so to do [and to approve] 
tMngs that were^not convenient ■. 

This being the true account of th^ diversity 
rf human juc^ment^ such diversity only prores 
Aot the light of nature has been misused^ net, 
'&at it was never given. Whereas, on the 
•dier hand, if the Heathen world can shew us, 
in general, a conformity of judgement in moral 
matters^ under their state of nature, with that 
of the w«rkl, under the Kght of Revekticaiy 
what follows, but that they, having not the 
JLawy shew the work of the Law urittem nt 
their hearts? 

But now that tiiere was, in Act, such a 
conformity, we condode from the acamnts of 
Aose tiaKS, the sense of tcriterSy and the 
^'O^essions of persons themselves z tiie onfy 
neam, hy whidi a point of this nature can be 
cstabfished. The pa^an historians and mo- 
nfists are foil of such lessons, as we n<yw profit 
by: and eren thdr poets^ on the stage itsdf 
(where coksioii nature is drawn for the sake of 

»RcMa. dk. i k^-. S$— 39. — vwCf t« m% ii«W/ 
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common instmction) represent their characters, 
for the most part^ as good or bady according to 
tlie ideas we should now entertain of them. In 
Writers of all Borts, we find abundant evidence 
of this truth. Numberless persons are upon 
Tecord, who confess, in their own cases, and 
attest, this uniform power of conscience. 
They applaud themselves for, what we should 
call, a well-spent life^ and they condemn 
themselves for, what we call, a iad one. To 
touch on a topic so known as this, is, in effect^ 
to exhaust it. I shall then but just point to 
the great ^ Roman patriot exulti«g in the me- 
mory of his Virtue^ : and to the * Roman go- 
:vernoury so famous in sacred writ, whom the 
preaching of Paul, in concurrence with his 
own heart, made tremble for his Vices. ^ 

III. But if men did not feel the power of 
conscience operating within themselves, and 
declaring a Law written in their hearts^ yet 
their daily conduct towards each other, in the 
civil concerns of life, would evidently proclaim 
it. For observe how studious men are to repel 
an injurious imputation, fastened on a friend; 
and still more, how they labour to assert their 

*. Cicero, passim. 

" FeUx, Acts 3PUV. %Sk. 
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to oi5^i*feiwv a J&^#e .€^j<J^K^, ^^d ^\vl^t ept- 
^jflgui^ a ^w .<«ie ! ?{p p^ ^^TO<J» tie A%M 
md jM mt the Ueatfie^ thfi s^ffi? ^mp 

tfltercfiiipwr wHI? eacb lO^qr^ in f ^^jne»fle itp 
^id^ w4:(rr^M^, rtheireji^.ip^niifefitly p^Of^^gM^ 

^ ^p^ -5# tb^ si4^ is j^kqqted, ,^ % 

#lier ^f 4be A^s^^mg ffirt^ ,^ ^n t^ mmg* 
For the ^i^g WwUi^ jvith jjor/wg-^cop^iofit, 
equally impKes a Rule, determining my judge- 

oanoot <rf i^ROralrWtipo; ©3 )the ^fc»i4i«g.9^self 

j«^^ ofit- f^^Sj. .vi^^^ril m^U^^s qr fl8H«J«r 

4^mer^f^rt^ whence i e^^te ^ ^rig^/W 
^fm¥^ «f ftbe.S«|^Q4^Wertiw. "KtHJ^imqcli 
ni^ be jidlw^ ^ojn ilbe^qMii^ry topics^gf 
iffm?^r^^i(m : ibp^ ^ ^?e i^ <sti^I m^eM^^ 
when tbey come to be debated in courts of 
Justice. More esjiecially^ thewfcMP^^ 4be ^strug^ 
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gtes atid doittentipns of the Bar (for the temis> 
emploj^d in the text, hdng Jhrensic, direct 
us chiefly to that interpretation)^ a series of 
civil and judicii^y pleadings, such as have been 
preserved to us, from heathen times, in the 
writings of a Demosthenes, or Cicero, are a 
standing, unanswerable argument for the ex-^ 
istence of a Rule of Righty or Law of natural 
reason. For how should these debates be ear-^ 
ried on without a Rule, to which the advocates 
of either party refer? or how should these 
judicial difFei-ences be composed, without a 
common Law, to arbitrate between them ? 
And what though the Law, referred to, be a 
written insiittUe ; It was first written in the 
hearty before legislators transcribed it oh brass^, 
or paper. 

You see then, the sum of the ApostIe*8 
reasoning stands thus. The Heathens, who 
had no revealed Law, did b^ natare, the 
things of the Law : tlieir judgement, too, of 
thieir own actions, conformed to the judgement 
of the Law : and, lastly, their debates with 
one another, whether public or private, con- 
cerning right and wrongs evidenced their 
sense of some Law, which Nature had pre- 
scribed to them^ 

VOL. VI. fe 
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And in this fine chain of argument, we nuiy 
observe the peculiar art, by which it is eon- 
ducted, and the advantage^ resulting from sucb 
conduct to the main conclusion. For if the 
argument from works should seem of less 
weight (as it possibly might, after the Apostle's 
own charge uppn the heathen world, and in 
thj^t age of heathen corruption) yet the evi- 
dence arising from consciencs, which was an 
aj^peal to every man's own breast, could hardly 
be resisted : or, if eonscieipice eould be laid 
asleep (as it might be by vice and ill habits) it 
was impossible they could deny the debates 
among themselves, or not see the inference 
that must needs be drawn from them. 

It may, further, seem to have been with 
some propriety that the sacred reasoner em- 
ployed these topics of argument, in an address 
to Romans : who could not but feel the weight 
of them the more, as well knowing the ancient 
VIRTUE of their country ; as knowing too, that 
the Roman people had been famous for thekr 
nice sense of right and wrong, or, in other 
wprds, a moral conscience; and that, as 
having been a free people, they had been 
always accustomed to debates about moral 
action, public and private. 
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Such is the force^ and such the elegant dis-^ 
position and address^ of the Apostle's reasoning. 
The conclusion follows irresistibly. That there 
is a Law written in our hearts^ or that, ie- 
sides a Revealed Law, there is a law of not* 
tural reason. - 

That this conclusion is not injurious to rt" 
vealed Law, but indeed most friendly and 
propitious to it ; that, in particular, it no way 
derogates from the honour of the Christian 
LaWy nor can serve in any degree to lessen the 
value, or supersede the use and necessity of it 
I shall attempt to shew in another discourse. 



£ » 
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(fAL. iii. Ip. 
fpkerefore then serveth the Law ? 

\VhEN the Apostle Pmil had proved, in 
his Epistle to the* Romans, that if the un- 
circumcision kept the righteoi^ness of the 
Law, his uncircumcision would be accounted 
for circumcision; that is, if the Gentite ob- 
served the rnjoral law, which was his proper 
rule of life, he would be accepted of God, as 
well as the Jew, who observed, the Mosaic 
Law ; this generous reasoning gave offence, 
and he was presently asked, What advantage, 

THEN HATH THE Jew ^ ? 

a Ch. ii. 26. b Ch. iii, 1. 
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- In Uki tiMhft^r^ whrn the saftie Apostle hoA 
iMeeB eonteoding, in bis Epistle to ttie Ga^ 
latiads, that > the inheritcmce was ntft of the 
LaWi hut ^ Promise^ ; thatis^ that all men, 
the Gmtlleif as \ireH as the Jew9, were entitled 
to tti^ bl^ssih^ of the Christian eovenant^ ii^ 
i?irtireof God's promise to Abraham— ^^/ta^ iii^ 
his seed all the natkms of ike earth shall be 
blessed — and not the Jews exclusively, in 
virtue of the Mosaic Law^ gi^en to them only; 
tlffi same spirit discovery itsdf, as before, at^ 
he is agaid interrogated by his ViaptiouB di^ 
ciples, Wherefore then serviti^ the Law? 
if the Gentiles may be justified through faith 
in Christy and so inherit the promi^ mad^ to 
Abraham, as well ae the Jews, to whstt pur- 
pose was the Jewish Law then given ? • 

And to these questions, how unreasonable 
soever, the learned Apostle has himself conde- 
scended to give an answer. 

Now, the samd pen^erseness, which gave 
l^irth to these Jewish pfejadices, iSeems to have 
operated in sortie Christians ; who, on being 
told, and ^ven by St Paul himself, of a Lata 
of Nature, by which the Heathen were re- 
quired to govern their" liv^es, artd by the ob- 
^rvanee of which^ without their knowl^ge of 

c Chap. iii. 
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any revealed Law^ they would be finally 
eepted^ have been forward in their turn, to 
ask^ Wherefore then serveth the Law? 
Or, if there he a natural Law, according to 
which the very Heathen will be judged, and 
may be rewarded, what are the boasted pri- 
vileges of Revealed LaWy and, in particular, 
the revealed Law of the Gospel 9 

Now to this question (having, in my last 
discourse, asserted the proposition, whi<^ gi^^^s 
occasion to it) I shall reply, in the best manner 
I caa, by shewing, 

L That the supposition of a natural meral 
Law is even necessary to the support of Re-p 
velation: And 

II. That this supposition no way derogates 
from the honour of the Gosp£i«. 

I, That a natural moral Law is required 
to support the authority of Revelation, I cour 
elude, not merely, because this supposition is 
actually made in sacred Scripture, because th^ 
sacred writers argue expressly from it, and 
every-where refer to it, hut principally ^d 
chiefly, because, without admitting this prior 
t^w of nature, we cannot judge of any pre-. 
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tended Revelation, whether it be divine or no. 
For, if there be no such moral Law, previously 
given, i^hich our hearts and consciences ap* 
prove, and to which our common nature as- 
sents, we can never see the fitness of any means, 
as conducive to a moral end ; we can entertain 
no just and clear notions of moral actiofiy 
properly so called ; and, consequently, we can 
have no ideas of what are called tlie^moral at- 
tributes of God. Now, in this state of ig- 
norance and uncertainty, how shall any man 
go about to prove to us the divinity of any Re- 
velation, or through what medium can its 
truth or authenticity be established ? We have 
no Rule, no principles, by which to judge of 
the Law, pretending to come from God: we 
cannot tell, whether it be worthy of him, or 
not : we do not so much as know, what worth 
or goodness is, either in ourselves, or in the 
Deity. Thus all internal arguments for the 
excellence of any Religion are at once cut off: 
and yet till, from such considerations, we find 
that a Religion may coiTie from God, we can- 
not reasonably conclude, on any evidence, that 
it does come from him. The Religion of 
Mahomet may, for any thing we ccin tell, if 
there be no moral Law for us to judge byy be 
as worthy of God, as that of Jesus. Nor will 
any external argumentsy even the most 
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unquestioned miracles^ ofthemseltes^ be suffi* 
cient to confirm its pretensions. For how 
shall we know, that these mirades are from 
God, unless we understand what his attributes 
are, and whether the occasion, for which diey 
are wrought, be sudi as is consistent witfi 
them ? 

So that those zealous persons, who think 
they do honour to the revealed will of God, by 
denying him to have given a prior natural Law, 
do, indeed, defeat their own purpose, and put 
it out of their power to jiKlge of any Revelation 
whatsoever. There is, then, a Law c^ Reason, 
written in the heart, by which every Rdigion, 
claiming to be divine, must be tried ; or we 
have no ground to stand upcMi in our endea^ 
vours to support the credit and divinity of anjf 
Religion. 

What is, then, so necessary to the support 
of Reveiation, in general, cannot, we may be 
sure, 

IL Any way derogate from the honour of 
$he Christian Revelationy in particular. 

But, to put this matter out of all doubt, I 
shall distinctly shew, that th^ supposition of a 
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natwral moral Laiv neither discredits the use; 
nor tends^ in the leasts to supersede the NKCiis*^ 
giXY, of the Gospel. 

. ,And^ 1. It DOfiS NOT DISCREDIT ITS U9£* 

For, what, if all men be endowed with thos^ 
faculties, which, if properly employed, may 
instruct us in the knowledge of God ^^d our- 
selves, and of the duties we, respectively, ow^ • 
to him and to each other ? Is it nothing that 
this knowledge is rendered more easy and fa- 
miHa^ to us by the lights of the Gospel? Is it 
nothing, that those laws, which men of though!; 
and reflexion may deduce for themselves from 
principles of natural reason, are openly deckred 
to all ; that they are confirmed, illusteated, 
and enforced by express .revelation ? Is it of 
no moment, that the plainest and busiest men 
are a^ fully instructed in their duty, as men of 
science and leisure, the simplest as well as the 
wisest, the mechanic and the sage, the rustic 
and philosopher ? Is it of no use, that men 
are kept steady in their knowledge and obser- 
vance of the law of nature, by this pole-star of 
revelation ? tliat they are secured frcMoi error 
and mistake, from the effects of their own 
haste, or negligence, or infirmity, from the iU 
lusioRS of custom or ill example, from the feilse 
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lights of fanaticism or superstition^ and from 
the perverseness of their own reasonings ? 
Look into the history of mankind^ and see 
what horrid idolatries have overspread the 
world, in spite of What Nature teaches con- 
cerning God ; and what portentous immorali- 
ties have prevailed in the wisest nations^ in de- 
fiance, nay, what is worse, under the counte- 
nance and sanction, of what was deemed natu-* 
ral Reason. 

Add to all this, that the moral duties, we 
thus easily and certainly know, and without 
' any danger of mistake or corruption, by means 
of the evangelical Law, are enjoined by the 
highest authority ; are set off by the brightest 
examples ; are recommended to us by new ar- 
guments and considerations ; are pressed upon 
us by the most engaging motives, higher and 
more important than nature could suggest to 
us ; and, lastly, are sublimed and perfected by 
the most consummate reason. 

Still we are not got to the end of our ac- 
count. Consider, further, our natural weak- 
ness, strengthened and assisted by the in- 
fluences of divine Grace ; the doubts and mis- 
givings of Nature, in the momentous jpoints of 
repentance and forgiveness of sin, cleared ; 
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the true end and destination of moral agents, 
, discovered ; a future judgement, ascertained ; 
and the hopes of endless unspeakable glory, 
which nature could at most but desire, and 
had no reason (unless that desire be^ itself, a 
reason) to expect, unveiled and fully confirmed 
to us. 

This, and still more, is but a faint sketch of 
the advantages, which, even in point of mo- 
rals, we derive from revealed Law. Go now, 
then, and say, that the light of nature, set up 
in your own hearts, obscures the glory, or 
discredits the use, of the everlasting Gospel ! 

2. But it is alow, degrading, and unjust idea 
of the Gospel, to regard it only, as a new code 
of morals, though more complete in itself, 
more solemnly enacted, and more efficaciously 
enforced, than the prior one of nature. Were 
the ti^e of each the same, the honour of the 
Christian revelation would not be impaired, be- 
cause its NECESSITY IS NOT SUPERSEDED. 

For Christianity, rightly understood, is 
something vastly above what Reason could dis- 
cover or procure for us. It confirms, inciden- 
tally, the law of nature, and appeals to it ; it 
harmonizes, throughout, with that and every 
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other prior revelation of God's wiU> as it could 
not but doy if it were indeed derived frmo the 
same eternal souree of %ht and tniitb. Bot^ 
for all that^ it is no more a sim^ re-jnAlk^ 
tiqn of tb^ natoral, than of any other divine 
Law. It is a new and distinct revelation^ timt 
perfects and completes all the rest. It is the 
consummation of one great providential scheme, 
]!>Ianned before the ages, and fiiHy executed in 
due tim^, for the redemption of mankiiKl from 
sin and death, through the mercies of God in 
Chrmt Jesus. 

Now, in tihis view, which is that which 
Christianity exhibits of its own purpose, the 
•chen^ of the, Gospel is not only of thfe most 
Hunsoendant ttsBy as it confirms, elucidates, 
and enforces the moral Law, but of the mOst 
ABSOLUTB necessity: I say, of the most abso- 
lute necessity ; in reference to the divine wis- 
dom, and to the cochdition of mankind, both 
which, without doubt, if we could penetrate so 
far, required this peculiar interposition of Heai*- 
ven, on principles of the highest reason, as well 
as goodness. But the necessitif is a]:^p£^ent even 
to us, on the grounds^ of this very Revelation. 
For its declared purpose was to rescue all men 
from the power of Deaths and to bertow upon 
them immortal life in happiness. Bat, nour^ 
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19)6 lAinfi C!$>8|mb1v thut tella us Amy telkrus^ 
vnih^ ^ui$, w wAddm all men died, so in 
CfiEisTi o»Iy, $hall all men be made alive ; 
^sd that, without the blood of Christ, there 
muld he no rewismn of the forfeiture incurred 
Vy the tiruisgreission of Adam. You see, tiben, 
that,, to argue jipon Gospel-principles' (and the 
&ir ij[M|ui«er can argile upon no otber) the 
Oirisitian di9penfiaiion was necessary to fulfill 
thepurposies of .God to man^ and to efiect that 
which the divioe councils had decreed in reh- 
ttoQ to him. 

The consequence is, that though w0 admit a 
Law of oaturie, and even su|^)ose that I-aw to 
have bow a auflieient guide in morals, yet the 
^npur of Cbri^ianity is fully secured, as ifsi 
necessity is nat svperseded by the law of na-? 
tjare, which h^d not the premise of eternal life, 
and could not bav^e it ; such promise being re^ 
f^rved to manifest and illustrate ^e grace of 
Gq4> through the Gospel. 

Reason may be astonished at this represen- 
tation of ^ings, bi)tt finds notyng to of^se 
to it. It loo^ up, in silent adoration, to that 
impreme incompi^hensible Power, which willfr 
that which is best, and oirders all things with 
the most perfect reasoa« 
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Nor let it be jmy objection^ that the Law of 
Nature points to some just recompence of mo-' 
ral agents, independently of the Christian Law. 
Without doubt, it does ; and, if the Gospel 
had vnever been vouchsafed to man, the judge 
of all the world would have done that which 
was fit and right But can reason, can our 
own hearts, assure us, that the best of us could 
stand the scrutiny of strict justice, or be en-^ 
titled to any recompence of r^ard ? Or, if 
our presumption answer this question in oiir 
favour, have we the least pretence to that un- 
speakable reward, solely made known and 
promised in the Gospel, of everlasting Ufe ? 
Or, if mere Heathens, who are to be judged 
by their own Law, may be admitted to an 
eternal inheritance of life and glory, are we sure 
that this mercy (for mercy it is, and cannot be 
of right) is not vouchsafed to them, through 
Christ, though they may have been ignorant 
of Him ? w rather, are we not certain that it 
must be so, since eternal life, on whomsoever 
bestowed, is the gift of God through Christ^? 

What effect the Gospel-scheme of Redemp- 
tion through Christ may have on those who 
lived of old under the Law of nature or zay 

d Rom. vi. 23. 
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other Law, or who since the coming of Christ 
liave continued in the same circumstances^ it 
becomes us with great caution to enquire^ be-, 
cause the Scriptures have not explicitly and 
fully instructed us in that matter. But^ from 
certain expressions, occasionally dropped by 
the sacred writers/ such ^&—that Christ died 
for all^ ; that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself^ — that Christ is the pro^ 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
hut also for the sins of the whole worlds ; 
from these^ and other passages of the like na- 
ture^ we are authorised to conclude, that the 
benefits of Christ's death do extend, in some 
sense, to all men : that, though each will be 
judged by the Law he lived under, the issue. of 
that judgement will respect the death of Christ: 
that their living again to receive the recom- 
pence of the deeds done in the body, however 
Nature might suggest this event, is, in fact, 
brought about through the redemption that is 
in Christ ^ : and that whatever recompence 
they receive beyond what in strict justice is 
due unto them, is to be placed entirely and 
singly to his account^ Such inferences, as 
these, are apparently reasonable, and just : nor 

« 2 Cor. V. 15. f 2 Cor. v. 19. 

ff I John }l 2. h Rgjn. iii. 94. 
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do they prejudice, in any degree, the hope and 
feith of a Christian : others taay have an in- 
terest in the blood of the cross ; but our pri- 
yilege is to know that we have it TTie ad- 
vantages flowing frmn this knowledge, are in- 
finite. Anci therefore good reason there is to 
hold, with the Apostle, that, although the 
living God he the Saviour of all men, yet is 
he specially so of thbse that believe *. 

On the whole, then, if men will be putting 
such a question to us, as that of the text. 
Wherefore then serveth the Law ? to what 
end was the Christian Law given, if there bt 
a prior Law of Nature, to which men are re^ 
sponsible, and by which they will be judged? 
We are now prepared to give them a satis^ 
factory answer. 

We say then, Jirsty that the CA^ri^y^taw Law, 
to whatever ends it serveth, presupposes the 
existence of a prior natural Law, by which 
its pretensions must be tried, and, of course^^ 
therefore, its honour is supported; 

But, secondly, and more - directly, we aii- 
swer, that the supposition of such natural Law 

i 1 Tim. iv. 10. 
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i^o way diminishes the honour of the Christian 
Lav?; for that it serves to many the most 
important i^ORAL usi;3^ over and above those 
to which the Law of nature serves; and that, 
further^ it is of the most ajbsolute necessftv 
tp the accbmplishn^nt of its own great pur- 
pose, the redemption of the worlds which the 
Law of nature could not effect, and which the 
divine wisdom ordained should only be effected 
through Christ Jesus. Lastly, we reply, that 
the benefits of the Gospel institution may, 
must, in some measure, extend to all the sons 
of Adam, as well as to those who are more 
especially enlightened by the Christian faith : 
that all mankind have an interest in the Gospel, 
though we Christians are first and principally 
indebted to it. 

To conclude, whatever Law, whether we 
term it of nature, or revelation, has beea 
given to us, we should receive with all thank- 
fulness and reverence. But, more especially, 
should we adore the riches of Gods grade in 
the revealed Law of the Gospel, and in the 
singular unspeakable mercies conv^d by it. 
Far from envying the Heathen world the ad* 
vantages they receive from the Law of Reason, 
under which they live ; let us bless God for his 
impartial over-flowing goodness to ^1 men; 

VOL. VI. F, 
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let us even rgoice for the benefits treasured up 
for them in a merciful dispensation of which^ 
at present, they unhappily know nothing; and 
let us only acknowledge, with especial grati- 
tude, the higlier blessings vouchsafed to us, 
who are called to serve God in the Gospel of 
his SonK 

k R0III.L9. 
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PllEACHED MAY I, IJW. 



. HsB. ii. 3. 

How shaU me escuq^e, ^ we neglect so greM 
SaltXUioHp 

1 HE Religion of Nature, is the Law of 
God, speaking by the voice of Reason : the 
Religion of tlie Gospel^ is the Law of God^ 
speaking by the Revelation of Jesus. Each of 
these Laws is deservedly called, a great Salva- 
tion : die former y as the basis of all true Re- 
ligion ; the latter^ as the consummation of all 
God's religious dispensations to mankind. 

Concerning the different purpose and genius 
of these Laws^ I shall not now speak ; at leas^ 
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no farther, than is necessary to enforce the 
Apostle's pathetic question, H(nv shall we 
escape^ if we neglect sq great Salvation; if 
we neglect to observe these Laws, respectively 
given to pfomo^ man s trues^ happiness ? 

Th« world abounds in commentaries on the 
Law of Nature, and on the Law of Christianity. 
But the misfortune is, that most meti regard the 
study of these Laws, rather as an exercise of 
the mind, in the way of curious specuIatio% 
than as an interesting pursnit, which concerns 
their moral and religious practice. Which is 
just the same folly as would be charged on 
those, who should spend their lives in studying 
tJi^ municipal Laws of their ecwntry, with a 
total unconcern about the observance of them 
in their own persons. 

•■•■. ■•■■ ■ ' '••• . -'^^ 

, Ii\cl?e4 ^e penal sa^tctions, which att^fl 
th^ yiftUtipn/ of th/o^e : I^ws^ would presently 
jeclaim tl^ sjlKident frpm this folly, and v^ 
u^iXK^ him of th^ c^, t^ which his sMU ^ ^4 
k|ip\yledge in tben^ shjDuW h^ principally, di- 
rect. And ifj in th<^ study Qf general 
morals, or of revealed religion, he neglect 
to refer his speculation to practice, it is only 
because their penalties are 1§8!» instant; or less 
constira^inipg ; and not.tjiia^ either the Law of 
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Natut^^ or the Law of the Gospel^ is without 
its proper and suitable sanctions. 



I. These sanctioni^ as to the Lan>6f.Nd)tare^ 
as little as they are sooietimts considered, aref 
easily pointed out. For who, that grossly of- 
fends agains^t that Law, but is punished with 
self-contempt ; with an anxibus dread 6f that 
power, which inscfritfed die law oh His heart, 
and will, some way or Qther, secure the ho- 
ilour of it ; with a sensible dihiiitulj|>n of his 
health, or fortune, oi^ reputation; somi^iliies, 
jidth the di^litie of His pa^s affid fecultiet; 
Wilih niatiy titiea^ and tetnbaras^sitig, bMrever 
unforeseen, ftitHatibns, inta whidi his viMs 
fead him ; with inevitable disti^a»es^ mp^^ 
rienced in his owis p^^6ttj perhaps Jentaitedim 
his posterity; in a ^ortl, sotwef; air Wier, with 
a disgust of this life, slhd a tremWing tppre-. 
bension of what ma^ bt^liH bitti iti k fM^re f 

By these penalties, is the Law of Nxtttft* 
enforced: and they are such, as must soon 
cohvinclJ a thiflfcing man, incteed every ihan, 
Ifeat his true interest lies in the observance of 
tiiat Law. At the iatti^ time, it ma^t b^ 
owned, tl^t this Law is Stf'iet and severe 2 It 
punishes with tig^iir, smd rewards sparingly. 
Disobedience ib ti^ftaifi, often intense^ tffiscS'y; 
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"while die mort punctual compliance mih it 
secures but a moderate enjoyment of this life^ 
and 80 much happiness in another (if indeed 
amf happiness can be hoped for) as in strict 
justice may be required* 

Yet this is the Law^ which many, it seems^ 
had rather live and dye under, than aocqit the 
benefit of a far bsttbe. For, 

II. It pleased God,^ in oompassion to his 
creature, mm, not to leave him under this 
Iaw ; but, by a fecial Revelation of his will, 
to oonftr those blessings upon him, which he 
had no ground in i^eason to expect, and no 
means in nature to obtain. Hence, the Jre^ 
gift cf immortaUty^ on the condition of obqr^ 
ing a certain precept, given to Adam, Th^ 
gift was inlmense, and the condition easy; 
hut, the latter not being observed, the former 
was as justly forfeited^r ^ it had been graciously 
bestowed* 

Still, throng the e^diau^less marcy of the 
supreme moral Govemdur, a way was found 
out, by which unhappy map might be restored 
to bis lost inheritance. He returned again,^ 
for the present, under the former yoke of Na^ 
ture, or, at best, w^# committed to the tuition 
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^ a rigid SclwoUmasier (for stich St Paul 
styles the ritual Law of Mos^s); with some 
hgipes^ indeed, of a better state, to which h^ 
was one day to be advanced ; but those, darkly 
intimated, and imperfectly conceived. The 
divine purpose, however, was to lead him, by 
this wholesome discipline, to Christ, to the 
religion of his Son; who, in due time, vin- 
dicated the honour of God*s govenunent, by 
fulfilling all righteousness; expiated the foul 
o£fence of man's disobedience by his death 
upon the cross ; and reconveyed the inestimiable 
gift of immortal life in happiness, on the new 
terms of faith in the divine I^aviour, by 
whose ministry this great work was atchieved. 
Thus^ Jesus became a ransom for the sins of 
mankind ; appearing indeed in our nature at 
that season which was pre<^rdained, but being 
slain (in the divine councils, and therefore the 
benefit of his death operating)yrpin thefaunda^ 
ttons of thfi world. 

This is a brief account of that great redemp« 
tion in Christ Jesus, by which we are again 
restored to those hopes, which had been for- 
feited by Adam's transgression. In conse- 
quence of this dispensation, liie reward of 
obedience is eternal Life : not of debt, but 
of grace^ through faith in tlie Redeemer. But 
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this is not all. To faciliteite and secare that 
obedience (to which so immense a benefit is 
How annexed) a perfect example of it is set 
before us in the person of Christ himself; and 
the holy Spirit is given to the faithful^ to purify 
their hearts and lives, and t^^ll tkefn with 
ittll joy and "peace in believing *. On the 
other hand, the penalty of disobedience (what 
^ould it be less ?) is sL^rpetud exclusion from 
bliss and glory/ with such a degree of positive 
6uflfering, annexed, as the respective demerits 
of incorrigible sinners, or the sanctity and 
wisdom of the divine government, may de* 
ttiand. 

Add to all this, that the same scnptufes^ 
which open to us the terms of this dispensa* 
tion, declare, likewise, that no other terms 
will ever be ofiered ; that we are complete in 
Christ "* ; that all the divine councils, in re- 
gard to man, are closed and shut up in Jihn ; 
and that no further sacrifice remains for sin, 
but that every man, henceforth, must ^and or 
fall by the terms of the everlasting Gospel. — 
How then shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great Salvatiofo? 

I Bom. XT. 13. » Col. ii lO. 
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III. Stilly as I said^ thlBre are those^ wha 
had rather truflt to the Law of Nature^ than the 
Law of Graces who had rather take their chance 
of being saved by the rule of thar own Reasotf^ 
than owe f their Salration t6 the methods t>re* 
scribed to them by the rule of the Gos|)eL ' 

Their pretences^ for this perverse choice, am 
various : btxt the true reason^ I' suppose, is, 
that the^ dispensation of the Gospel, though it 
be unspeakably more benign, more gi^ciou^ 
more encouraging to the good and virtuous, i% 
at the same time, more awful, more terrify- 
ing, to resolved impenitent »nners, than the 
dispensation of Nature : and they are content 
to give up their hopes of that imiAcMtal prize^ 
which the revekttidn of Jesus holds out to thenv 
rather than encounter the hazard of that se^ 
^re sentent^e, which attends the. forfeiture 
^ it 

♦ . ■ ' ' ■ ' • 

Be it so then : ye had rather fon^o the hopes 
of heaven, than have your minds disquieted 
withthe ftjar of hell. > 

Butyjirst, 4o ye hot see, that tb^re is sdme* 
thing base and abjiect in this disposition ? For 
what generous man will not aspire to an im^ 
mei^se reward, which Heaven, in extreme kijid- 
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ness^ nnty be almost saicl to force upon hint, 
because diiere may be dbmger in coming sbori 
of it ? ^* Yes, but the danger is immense^ too.^ 
Rather say^ the loss is immense : the danger 
of incurring this loss^ is liot so. For wha^ 
indeed^ is the danger^ when Heaven is your 
guide, and a crown of glory your hope ; when 
ye have God's word to assure you of the prize, 
ye cmitend for ; when ye have the hoty Spirit 
4>f God to assist you in the pursuit ; when ye 
have the Son of God, your all-mercifol Saviour 
himself, to be your Judge, apd the dispienser of 
that prize to you ; when, with all these en- 
couragements on the one hand, ye are, besidet, 
^ickened by a salutary fear of justice, on the 
otiier ; and when all that is required of your- 
aelves is, a leasonable feith, a willing mind, 
and a sincere, though, in many respects, im* 
perfect obedience? Is the danger to be muck 
esteemed, when the helps are so great, when 
the labour is so small, and the sucpeys almost 
certain ? Bu^ 

Secandfy, G>nsider, also, whether ye 4o not 
even prevaricate with yoursdves, when ye say, 
ye had rather take up widi a less reward, than 
run the hazard of so great al punishment. Ye 
certainly resolve not to contend for any reward 
at all, not even for the reward of Nature^ If 
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ye did, ye might with more ease, as well at 
certainty, obtain that of the Gospel. For 
whether is easier, think ye, to obtain a gift 
froqi infinite mercy, or to extort a cfebt from 
infinite jnstke? 

l^t, Lastly, the matter is not left to your 
dioice. When God, in his wisdom, had pro^ 
jected a scheme ibr the salvation of mankind 
before the ages ; when he had prosecuted that 
idieme by many successive revelations of him* 
sctf, by mi|ny notices and preparatc^ry indl* 
cations of his good pleasure; when he had 
separated a chosen ikmily from the rest of the 
worM, to serve as a repository of his councils, 
and to minister to himself in the execution of 
them ; when he had sent forth his angels to 
assist in this great work, and had inspired many 
prophets and holy men to signify, beforehand, 
the glories ofa new kingdom which he meant 
to establish on earth, and to prepare men for 
the reception of it ; when, after all these pre- 
ludes of his wisdom and goodness, he came, 
indue time, to astonish the world with the 
jBOtnpletion of this adorable scheme, by send- 
ing forth his only begotten Son, the express 
i^iage of his person, to take upon him our na- 
ture, to sufler and to die for us; and, by 
raising up Apostles and Evangelists, under the 
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gaid^Dce of bus holy Spirit, to reoM'd these 
lamazing transactions ; and, by the attestation 
of stupendous miracle^, to spread the know- 
ledge of th<e.m over the ifce^ of the earth : when 
this, I say; and more, had beenddae by.the 
Almighty to usher in his last best dispensation 
into the world, think not, that all thn migfity 
apparatus was ta be tbro^ away oh 4iAir capride 
ior obstinacy ; and that, after idl^ nt^ mby be 
at liberty to reject bis .wh<d6 design, or take a^ 
P2uch,. or as little of it, as our wa3rward fancka 
shall surest to us. No : assuredly the Icoun^ 
ipibof Hearen will stand firm, .wteattever a*s 
tempts we may make, in our ^wisdom^ of weA^ 
nj^s, to subvert them. As weU inay we tliink 
to overturn the everlasting moui^t^ns, pr push 
the earth itself from its centre, as to defeat o!r 
set aside one tittle of that eternal pitrpose, 
which God hath purposed in Christ Jesus ». 
To whonpsoever the sound of the Gosjjel % 
come, whether he will hear, or not; h^r, by 
that Gospel he must stand or fall : he is, thence-^ 
forth, under the bond of the Covenant i 
through faith in Jesus, he inherits the promises; 
or, if he withhold his faith, it is not at his 
option to have no concern in the threats of the 
pospel. 

* £p)ies. m, % 
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I knoi^ what is commonly ^aid to repress-' 
teticMis jof this sprt-^ " Thftt Faith depends not 
on ihtimli, )]|tit on the understanding : that^ 
wj^n the. evidence for the truth of any propo* 
sitioit is fi^ll and clear^ it constrains, my a$seiit; 
wIm^u it i^ otbefiyise^ I reject the proposition^ 
as false, or, at best, mspend my bdief of it $ 
and, in either case, as without merit, so with- 
out blan^ : that no Law is obligatory to me, 
^ny farther th^ln I see cause to admit the au« 
thprity of it; anA,that no pretenqe of its divine 
original. caQ sul^ct me to the sanctions of it, 
Ifuless^ on |ny bestipc^uiryi I allow that claim 
t/^ be ' well fqunded ; tbat^ con^uently, the 
I^w of Chri.s^)ji|^ity cai^inot concern him, who 
is np^ pit^vi^ced of its. t^l^th; that, where 
ii^is Qonyiction. is not, disbelief must be a 
ms^^ purely ii^diflT^nt : and that Ife only is 
frespon^le to that Lf^w,. whp understands it to 
he his dMty to be controuled and ggvemed by 

This reasoning is pls^usible ; and has many 
advocates, because it flatters the pride and in- 
depe|^4^^<^ipf *^^ humaa mind. — But, when 
a la^ is promulged with that evidence, which 
the 4ivinf Legislator (for of such I am now 
speaking) ^e^ to he si^ifficient for the conviction 
of a rmon^ble man, it is concluding too fest. 
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to suppose, that J am innocent in rejecting' it $ 
or that I am not bound by it^ though I do re-- 
ject it. Error, or unbelief^ is only indiflferent^ 
when it is perfectly involuntary or invincible; 
but there is clearly no room for this jdea in the 
present case^ when, by the supposition, there 
is no want of fit evidence. 

Even in the case of human Laws^ my rejee^ 
tion of them may be blameable, though I nei^ ' 
ther admit the authority nor the efuify of the 
laws themselves. For there may be evidence 
enough of both^ if I will but attend to it. Now 
put the case of a divine Legislator ; and whaA 
was supposeaMe, becomes certain. For the at- 
tributes of the Deity will permit no doubt, but 
that, when he gives a Law to man, he will af* 
ford such proofs of it> as may, in reason, satisfy 
those> to whom it is addressed. So diat their 
rejection of it can only proceed from some 
neglect or wilfulness, on their own put, and 
not from the want of a sufficient attestation, on 
the part of the Legislator. 

Ye see then, there is no absurdity in sup- 
posing the Law of Christianity to oblige those, 
who do not receive it : for if that Law be <rf 
God (and We argue now upon that hypothesis) 
the evidence for it ndust be such, as is suited to 
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our faculties ; and being addressed^ as the tetior 
of it ishews, to all mankind^ it binds of course 
all those to whom that evidence has been sub^ 
mitted. 

And this indeed is the very language of that 
Law itself. For the Jews disbelieved the Gos- 
pel, when it was preached to them by our 
blessed Lord* But what says the Legislator to 
these unbelievers ? Does he leave them to the 
Law of Nature, whose authority they did not 
dispute, or to the Law of Moses, which God 
himself, they knew, had given them? No 
such thipg: he tells them, that very Law, 
which they rejected, should ^z^^e them. ''H^ 
** that rejecteth me, and receiveth not iny 
*^ words, hath one that judgeth him: the 
^* wqtiD, that I have spoken, the same shall 
*^ j udg6 him in the last day •.*• And he assigns 
the reason of this determination — **Por I 
^^ have not spoken of myself ; but the Father, 
^' which sent me; he gave me a commandment, 
^^ what I should say, and what I should speak :^ 
that is, the Law, I give you, is of divine an-- 
fktnity ; and therefore not to be rejected 
without bl^noie on any pretence by you, to 

o John »i. 48. 
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whom the knowledge of it, and. die proper 
evidence on which it rests> has been com* 
mitted. 

These reflexions, I know, have small weight 
with thos^, who treat the evidences of the Gos-» 
pel with that scorn, which is fanailiar to ^ome 
men. But su<?h persons should, at least, see 
that thejr scorn be well foundjed. If not —but 
I will only say, they may subject themselves, 
for aught they know, to the penalties of the 
Gospel ; I mean, to the future judgement of 
tltat mariy whom, in this life, they would nc^ 
have to reign over them p. 

But this remonstrance is properly addressed 
to those that are without, to the contemners 
pf the Christian Law. To you, who are within 
the pale of Chi^isf s Church, and acknowledge 
his authority ; who profess yourselves to be his 
servants; who admit no other Law, but in 
subjection to his, and have no expectatioa of 
life and glory from any other ; to you, I say, 
the question of the text is above measure in- 
teresting. How shall we escape, if we neglect 
f great Salvation ? 

> Lake xix* 14. 
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Compassiott, rand prudenoe^ and charity may 
restram you from censtiriu^ with sermity tJie 
enemies of the faith ; . may dispose you to over*- 
iook, or to soften at least, the alarming de- 
nunciations of the Gospel, in which they are 
concerned. But for yourselves, who have 
jg^en your names to Christ, and have hope 
in him oaly ; who know the wcmders rf 
mercy that have been wrought for you, aaid 
were finally completed on that cross, whidi k 
your trust and consolation, your pride and 
^ryi it is alinost needless to say what yo^r 
intcs'est, and whait yoi^ obligation is, to o^ 
serve, reapect, and reverence die dispensatioi^ 
t)f the GospeL 1^ are sdf-condeaetTied, if ye 
alight this Law: 3^ are ungrateful, up to all 
tte possibilities of giriit, if ye maike light of it : 
ye are undone for ever, if fe neglect so great 
Salvation. 

Whait allowances it may please God to make 
for the prejudices, the passions, the slights, 
the blasphemies of unthinking and careless 
men, who have never embraced the faith of 
Jesus, it may not, perhaps, concern you to 
inquire. But ye know, that ye are responsible 
to that Law, which ye profess, and to that 
master, whom ye serve; that to you, indif- 
ference is infidelity; and disobedience, treai$on; 

VOL. VI- G 
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that wilful unrepented sin in a Christian is 
without hope^ as without excuse^ shuts hhii 
out from all the rewards, and exposes him^ 
even with his own full consent to all the pu- 
nishments of the Gospel. 

In a word, as their joy is great in believing^ 
who obey the Gospel of Christ ; so the guilt 
:and the terror is proportionably gi^t, to dis^ 
^.obedient believers. For, dreadful as unbelief 
'may^rovein the issue to such as, through 
their own fault, have not come to the know- 
ledge of Christ, Beliefs without obedience, is 
more dreadful still. I have an apostle's war- 
rant for this assertion. For it had been better 
for lis not to have known the way of righteous- 
ness, than, after we have known it, to turn 
"from the holy commandment delivered unto t^^. 

q 2 Peter ii. 21. 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER 16, 1766, 



St. John, xiv. 8. 

Philip saith to him, Lord, shew us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us. 

V-lUR Lord, being now about to depart out 
of the world ', prepares his disciples for this 
unwelcome event by many consolations and 
instructions. He acquaints them, more par- 
ticularly than he had hitherto done, with his 
own personal dignity/. He tells them, that, 
as they believed in God, they were also to 
believe in him^ ; and that, although he should 

»• St John, xiii. 1. • Ch. xxv. 1. 

O 2 
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shortly leave them, it was only to remove from 
Earth to Heaven, to his Father's Aot^e, where 
he should more than ever be mindfiil of their 
concerns, and whither Igo, says he, toj)re* 
pare a place for you ^. And, to impress this 
belief (so liecessary for their future support 
under his owriy and iheir approaching suf- 
ferings) the more strongly upon them. He de- 
clares, in the most authoritative manner, that 
he, only, was the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; and that no man could come to the 
Father, hut by hini^. Nay, to shew them 
how great his interest was, and how close his 
union, with the Father, he even adds, Jff* ye 
had known me, ye should have known my 
Father also ; and from henceforth, continues 
he, ye know him, and have iseen him\ 

This last declaration seemed so strange to 
\m disciples, who had no nolidn of seeih:g We 
Father in our Lord's suffering state, or indeed 
through any other medium, than that pf thos? 
triumphant honours, which their carnal exr 
pectations had destihed to him, that one of 
them, the Apostle PAz7/p, saithUkim, Lord^ 
shew us the Father, and it ^fficeth vs. As 

t St. John, xiv. 2. » Ch. xiv. S., 

X Ch. xiv. 7. 
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if be had said, " We know tKee to be a person 
^^ of great holiness^ and b^ve seaci many won* 
^^ derfiil things done Ixy thee ; so that we can-* 
'^ not doubt but that |:liou art a prophet gent 
*^ from God, foir sopie great end and jpurpoig 
*^ of his povidence.' But if thy pretensions 
^^ go so far as f 6 require' xii to believe in Thee, 
^^as in the Father; if we are to conceive 
*^ of Thee, as thie on\y Life of the world; of 
*^ 80 great authority with Qod, as to procure 
^^ mansions in heaven for thy disciples ; nay, 
** of so ^reat dignitjr in thine own person/ as 
^^ to challenge die closest union and coiqmunl- 
5^ cation with the Vernal Father; if,-\ncleed, 
•^ we are to believe such great things of thi^, 
*^ it is but reasonable^ as thoii gayest, thaty in 
*^ knowing and seeing thee, we also know and 
'^ see the Father ; that we have the clearest 
f^ and most unquestioned proofs of thy divinity. 
" Shew lis y ^Uyihe Father; make us see the 
^^ gloAous symbols of his presence; present us 
^^ with such irresistible demonstrations of his 
" power aiid greatness, as were vouchsafed to 
*^ our Fathers, at the giving of the Law ; such, 
" as strike conviction on the senses, and over- 
'^ rule all doubt and distrust in so high .a 
^^ matter; shew us, I $ny, the Fattier, in this 
f^ sense, mul it sujfficeth to our persuasioi) and 
*^ firm belif f in thee.'* 
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We see, in this conduct of the Apostle 
Philip, a natural picture of those inquirers 
into the truth of our rehgion ; who, because 
they have not the highest possible evidence 
given them of it, (at least, not that evidence, 
which they account the highest) are tempted, 
if not absolutely to rej'ect the faith, yet to en- 
tertain it with a great mixture of doubt and sus- 
picion. " If Christianity, say they, were what 
^^ it pretends to be, the arguments for it would 
^^.be so decisive, that nothing could be op- 
^^ posed to them ; if it were, indeed, of God, 
^^ the proofs of its claim had been such and 4so 
^^ many, that no scepticism could have taken 
" place, no infidelity, at least, could have kept 
^^ its ground, against the force of them." 

When this wild fency comes to take pos* 
session oi men's minds, the whole tenour of 
God's dispensations is quarrelled with, and 
disputed : every circumstance in our Lord's 
history looks suspicious: and every fact ^ ap- 
plied to the confirmation of our. holy faith, 
rises into a presumption against it. 

The word of Prophecy has not been so clear 
and manifest, as it might have been: therefore^ 
the proofs taken from it are of no validity. 
The miracles of Christ were not so public or ^ 
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HIuArious as might be conceived: /Aere/ow, 
tiiqr are no evidence of his divine mission^: 
The. scene of his birth and actions nfiight have 
been more conspicuous: therefore^ the lights 
of' the World could not proceed from that; 
quarter. The Gospel itself was not delivered 
in that fnanner^ nor by those instruments, 
which they esteem raofet fit ; its success in the 
world has not been' so great, nor its effects dn^ 
iSbk lives of men/ so salutary, as might hdfve 
beeft expected: thefefbre, it could not be of 
divine original, 

• But there is no end of enumerating the in- 
stances of this folly. Let me observe, intone 
word, that the greater part of the objections,- 
which weak or libertine men have opposed to* 
the authority of revealed Religion, are of the* 
same sort with the demand in the text. The 
authors <rf them first imagine to themselves, 
what evidence would be the most convincing ; 
and then refuse their assent to toy other. 
Their constant languttge isthat of ihe Apostle 
Philip-— ^Aeti) us the Father, and it suf- 
Jiceth us. ^ 

Now, to see how little foirce there is in this 
sort, of argumentation, let it be * considered, 
that such' high demands of evidence for- the 
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truth «f the Chrititian revelftl;i0Q> ane iMrsRTl* 
Kf;Klr> *t the best ; that they are>! most pro- 
hMjfy on the part of tb^ reveler, i|ijpiu>?^fli 
to be cQtfipIied with ; that they mwt be^ oa th^ 
partof man^ iMi£SUMrTuous^ aacitiiiwarraiitfid^Ie*. 

I. AU demai^ of thi^sort aie dearly ink^ 
jnfttineniy and beside the purpose of a fair 
inquii^ into the authcurify of a divine lUJigioii^ 
Etw the questiro is, whether mdi rel^tcm b^ 
tiot ntqpiopiinied with that ^wlem^^ w^h i«i 
sufficient to determine the assent of a xemmr^ 
able man ; not> whether it be the highest in 
it^ kiDd^ or in its degree, which ni%ht be 
imagined. There is an infinite Vori^^ wd% 
as we m^y say> gradation in the scale oC moral 
evidence^ from the higb^t forms of^emonHra-f 
turn down to the lowest inducements of p^f^ 
lability. The impsttient mind of ww, which 
loves to rQst Jn assurance^ may d^i»and the 
former of these in every <ase : but the just and 
sober imjuirer, whatever he may wish for, will 
submit to the kMer^ He talses the ai^^menlii 
acs presented tohiln; he weighs the moment 
of it ; and if, on the whole, it preponderate 
though but by some scruples of probability, 
against the inductions 9n the other side^ he is 
determined 1^ this eyidmcc^ with as good 
retusQPi thoi^h not wHh as muoha^i^ftnee, as 
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by dtmonstration itself. His business, bo 
knows^ is to examine whether the conelusion 
be justly drawn, not whether it be irresistibly 
forced upon him. It is enough, if the proof 
be such as merits his apssent, though it should 
not compel it. 

Apply, taow, this universal rule of just 
r^soning to the case of the Gospel, Consider 
it on the footing of that evidence, which it 
pret^ods to off^. If this evidence be weafc 
and inconclusive in itself, let it be rejieoted, 
IBut, if if be sufficient to the purpose for 
which it is given, why look out for uny higher? 
The pretensk)ns of Christianity are, indeed^ 
very great* It claims to be received by us, da 
the imrh and word of God, The proofs of 
its being ehidi shouM, ho doubt, be adapt^ 
to the Mature of these pretensions. If, in feot;^ 
fliey be so adapted, all further attestations of 
its truth, all stronger demonstrations of its di^ 
vinity (supposing there might be stronger) are^ 
at iesistj unnedessc^ : our demands of thti» 
^re without ground, and without reason : that 
is, they are clearly not to ^he pUrpds^ ^ tbi9 
inquiry. iBut 

II. The impertinence of these demands^ isi 
pot ^Jl. Therp is good reason to believe, that 
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they are^ in themselves^ absolutely unfit and 
IMPROPER to be complied with. 

Jtk saying this, I do not only mean that £he 
evidencCy such men call for, is so far mistaken 
as to be really of an inferior sort, and less con* 
-vincing to a well-informed mind, than that 
which: they reject. This, no doubt, i» very 
frequently the case. It has been shewn in 
many instances, and even to the conviction ci 
the objector himself, that such circumstances 
as have been thought most suspicious, such 
proofs as have appeared the weakest, have upon 
inquiry turned out, of all others, the strongest 
and most satisfactory. For example, they who 
object to the mean instruments, by which the 
Christian Religion was propagated, are confuted 
by the Apostle Paul himself ; who has shewn 
that very circumstance to be the ckarest proof 
of its divinity ; this method of publishing the 
Gospel having been purposely chosen, that our 
faith should not stand in the toisdom of men, 
hut in the power of God'. And the same 
answer will equally serve to many other pre- 
tences of the like nature. 

But, as I said, my intention is not, at pre- 
sent, to expose the common mistake of pre- 

2 1 Cor. ii. 5. 
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ferring a weaker evidence to a stroftger. Let 
it be allowed, that the evidence required is, in 
fact, the stfvnger. Still there is reason to think 
that .^cA evidence was not proper to be given. 
And I argue, from the nature of the thing ; 
znAfrom the genms of the Gospel. 

!• In the nature of the thing it seems not 
reasonable that a divine revelation should be 
obtruded upon men by the highest possible 
evidence. This would be to constrain tKeir 
jassent, not to obtain it : and the very essence 
of religion consists in its being a wilUngy as well 
as reasonable service. 

Or, take the matter thus. On supposition 
that it should please God to address himself to 
man, it is to be presumed he would treat him 
as man ; that is, in a way, which is suitable 
to the whole of his nature. But man is ndt 
only QXi intelligent being, that is, capable of 
discerning the force of evidence, and of being 
determined by it : he is, also, a moral bdng, 
that is, cap?ible of making a right or vn'ong use 
of his liberty. No\v put the case of an over- 
powering, irresistible evidence, and his under- 
standing is convinced, indeed ; but the wUl^ 
that other and better half of his composition, 
the spring of liberty and of virtue, this, with 
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iill the energies depending upon it, isuntouebed, 
and has no share in the operation. On the 
other hand, let the evidence submitted to him 
be such only as may satisfy his reason> if at- 
tentively, if modestly, if virtuously emjJioyed, 
and you see the whole man in pl^ t his i/i/rf- 
lectual powers are considered, and his moral 
faculties, the faculties of a 't£;i<fe and urider^eind- 
ing hearty applied to and exerted. 

It se^ms, then, that, if a Revelation were 
given to man, it would most probably, and 
according to the best views we can form of the 
divine conduct, be given in this way ; that i% 
in such a way, as should make it, at orid^, the 
proper object of his faith, and the test, I had 
almost said the reward, of his merit. 

And such, we may obsenre, h the sense of 
mankind in other instances of God*& goverfi^ 
ment. Who complains, that the ordinary bl^ 
sings of Heavofi, the conveniences and acc^m^i- 
modations of life, are not ready furnished knd 
prepared to his hands ? Who does hot think 
it sufficient, to our use and to God's glbry, that 
we have ^he powers requisite to prepare them ? 
Why thf5h expect this -greatest of God's bles^ 
^ings, a divine Revelation, to be made cheap 
in being forced upon us, whether we will or no. 
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by «ii evidence, which siletices reason, rathef 
than employs it; and precludes the exercise df 
tte noblest faculties, with which our nature is 
invested ? 

fi. Tlitis, tfte reason of the thing affords a 
presumption (I mean, if men will reason at all 
<^n such matters), that these high demands in 
religion are unfit to be complied with* But 
^e shall argue more safely, in the next place^ 
from the genius anp declarations of the 
Gospel. 

FVom the tenour of the Gospel-revelation we 
learn, that, though a reasonable evidence be 
Afforded of its truth, yet the author and pub- 
lishers of it were by no means solicitous to force 
it on the minds of men by an unnecessary/ and 
irresistible evidence. 

We see this in the conduct of our Lord 
himself, who refused to gratify the curiosity 
both of friends and foes by needless explana-^ 
Hons^, or supernumerary rmracfc^ ^, We see 
it, further, in his general method of speaking 

« Matt.xxi.,27.— xxii. 46.'— xxvii. 14, 
^ Matt. xU, 38.— xvi. I. 
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by Parables ^ ; which are so contrived as to in- 
struct the attentive and willing hearer, but not 
the prejudiced or mdifierent. Nay, when some 
of his parables were so obscure as that tney might 
seem to require an explanation, he did not 
always vouchsafe to give it before the people, 
but reserved the exposition of them for his 
disciplesy in private^. To them, only^ it 
was given to know the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven : others, were left to their own 
interpretation of his Parables «. 

This proceeding of Christ plainly shews that 
he was not anxious to instruct or convince in 
ih^twai/y which might appear the most direct 
and cogent. It seems, on the contrary, to 
have been his choice to afford the strongest 
proofs of his mission and the clearest views of 
his doctrine to time, not whose incredulity 
needed his assistance most, but who, by their 
good dispositions and moral qualities, deserved 
it^. He thought not fit to cast pearls before 
swine ^ ; and, as contrary as it may be to our 
forward expectations, it was a rule with him, 
that he that hath, to him it should be given \ 

c Mark iv. 34. ^ Mark iv. 34. 

e Markiv. 11. 

f Matt. xiii. 58. Mark>. ^3. 

S Matt, vil 6. b Maft iv. 25. 
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; That this was the genius of the Gospel, we 
further learn from the stress, which is laid on 
Faith. It is everywhere demanded as a pre- 
vious qualification in the aspirants to this reli- 
gion ; it is everywhere spoken of as the high* 
est moral virtue : a representation, strange and 
impossible to be accounted for, if men were to 
be borne down by the weight of evidenct 
only. 

But, to put the matter out of all doubt, we 
have it declared to us in express words, that 
those converts are the most acceptable to, Christ, 
who receive his religion, on a reasonable, in- 
deed, but inferiour evidence. When the Apos- 
tle Thomas expressed his belief, on the evi*- 
dence of sen^y JesUs saith unto him, Thomas, 
lecatise tJiou hast seen me, thou hast believed : 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed^. 

Now, whatever occasion prophane men may 
take from this account of Gospel-evidence to 
calumniate the divine Author of our Faith, as 
though he relied more on the credulity, than 
4^e conviction of his followers ; whatever per- 
' verse use, I say, some men may be disposed 

Bi John XX. 39. 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 SERMON VI. 

to make of this circumstance; one thing, I 
su}^X)se^ ^is clear^ " That the genius of the 
^^ Gospel does^ in fact, discountenance their 
** high demands of evidence.** So that, taking 
the Christian religion for what it is (and for 
jmch only, the rules of good reasoning oblige 
us to take it) it is very certain diat no man is 
autlK>rized to expect other or stronger proofr 
of its divinity than have been given. On (fee 
contrary, such proofs, as men account stronger, 
could only serve to weaken its evidence, and 
overthrow its pretenskwis. 

, III. Lastly, Though no disthxt reason could 
have been opposed to these high expectations 
in religion, yet common sense would have seen, 
^^ That they are, in geiieral^ presumptuou* 

** AND UNWARRANtABUE.*' 

For what man, that thinks at all, hat must 
tu^knowledge that sacred truth, that Ctodts 
tcoy^ are ^wt as omr wcsys ^ ; and that it is the 
lieight of Hiortal folly to prescribe to the Al- 
mighty ? WhxjLt man is he that can hum> the 
council of God P Qr> tpko tan think what the 
vnU (ff the Lord is 9 — Hardly do v^. gue^ 
aright at things that are upon the earthy and 

n Isaiah Iv.t. 
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mith labour do wejlnd the things that or^ 
before us : bid the things that ure in M^^ 
who huth smrched eut^? ,? r 

Such pa9si^s as these have^ I kaew> hmn 
sometimes brought to insult and disgrace Hea* 
SON, when employed the most soberly, and in 
her ptof&s o^c^. But I qudte th&m fdf n^ Mch 
purpose^ I m^ait not to infer from tbe»0 testi*» 
mc^ies, that Ive ar^ not ^omp^ten^ judges of 
tb^ evidence which bldid before us (forivhy^ 
then, was it offered ?) ^ but, that ras^u qari'» 
not terll us, mJuit evid^Bce it was fit for Hetiveit 
to give ^ it» own councils and tevelatikn^. W^ 
may conjecture, fHod^itly cotoje€ture^ \yith{)ttt 
blame. Nay the wisest and best men, and 
emti aftg^b fbems^te^ bai^ * f^tiife^^jfcfete de- 
sire to hoh Int^ iXUdm thitig^l afid th^if ^j!^^ 
cuktiomf if dfity ghfetn^^ aT%, M do^btj 
e^m^befidaye ftfid g^eftiK But i^ «re tk^r^ 
upon tbii; pf^tettOe, to d4gtttAtfsge idfi s^lfH 
matters. Much less, may wie take upon us to 
reject a ivdUattemd R^Vektldti, a Kevrfat<6n, 
ffeat bears fnafiy cfhatracferistic nlatfes, fatattjf 
illustrious signatures and impf^ss^fg itf* dMriity, 
because this or that circumstance, attending it, 
doe^ liot aiccord to our narrow views pttid shal- 

o Wisdom, ix, 15. ^ 
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low surmises. In short, men would do well 
to remember that it is no less a maxim of rea- 
son than of Scripture, that the things of God, 
knoweth no man but the Spirit of God^ : a 
maximy we should never lose sight of, a mo- 
ment, in our religious inquiries. 

But this, though an important considera- 
tion, is a common one, and I pursue it no 
farther. Let it suffice to have shewn, " That 
when, in matters of religion, men indulge 
themselves in fancying what evidence would 
have been most convincing to them, and then 
erect such fancies into expectations, they are, 
at best, employed very idly :" 

f' That the worthiest apprehensions, we can 
frame of th^ divine wisdom, and both the ge- 
piu9 and letter of the Christian religion, dis-i 
countenance these expectations, as improper, 
md unrecmnable tQ be complied with :'* 

And, '^ that, from the slightest acquaintance, 
with ourselves, we must need^ confess them to^ 
be presumptuous,^* 

The USE to bje made of the w^hole is, that 
men think soberly, as they ought to ihink^ ; 

X 1 Cor. ii. 11. > Rom. xiii. 3. 
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^uid that^ if ever, their vestkss curiosity, or 
some worse principle, iinpells them to make 
the dehiaod in the text, shew tis the Father^ 
they r^ress the rising folly by this just rcr 
flexion, that they have no right, iu their sense 
of die word, to see the Father. 

Not but his infinite goodness hath Vouch- 
safed to unveil himself so far, as is abundantly 
sufficient to our conviction. But then we must 
be content to see him in that light, in which 
he has been graciously pleased to shew himself, 
not in that unapproachable light ^ in ^ which 
our ipadhess requires to . have him shewn to 

The evidences of Christianity are not dis- 
pensed with a penurious hand ; but they lie 
dispersed in a very wide compass. They re- 
sult from an infinite number of considerations, 
each of which has its weight, and all together 
such moment, as may be, but is not easily re- 
sisted. To collect and estimate these, much 
labour and patience is to be endured; great 
parts of learning and genius are required ; above 
all, an upright and pure mind is demanded. 
Jf, conscious of our little worth or ability;, we 

t ^Si aT^ociToy. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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find Mrselves not equal to thi^ task^ let uK 
adore in sileiice^ and with that bumili^ Wbidi 
becomes us. To call out for lights whto we 
hav^ enough to serve our purpose^ is indeed 
foolish : but to make this noisy demltnd^ wh^ 
w£ have previously blinded pur eyes, or have 
resolved to keep them shut, is something more 
than folly .r 

After all, there is one way, in which the 
meanest of u^ may be indulged in the high 
privilege of seeing the FathtTy at least, iti 
the express image of his Son. It is, by keeping 
the commandments. He that hath tny com^ 
mandments, and keepeth them, says our Loid 
himself, / will love him, and mil manii^xst 
myself to him ^. In other words, he will see 
and acknowledge the truth of our divine «f- 
ligion. 

w John xiv, 532. 
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PREACHED IN THE YEAR 1771. 



St. Jam£s^ iv. U 

From whence come wars and ^ghtings atMng 
you ? Come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that UMV in your members? 

Interpreters have observed, that these 
qaestions refer to the state of things, which 
Uiea took place among the Jews, when this 
epistle was addressed to them. For, about 
that time, they had grievous wars andjightings 
among themselves ; every city, and - every fe- 
njily, almost, of this devoted people, not only 
nil Jude*, but in many other countries, through 
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which they were scattered abroad^ being mi- 
serably distracted and torn asunder by civil 
and domestic factions. 

This application, then, of the Apostle's wordjy 
to the Jews of his own tirpe, seems! a just one. 
But we need look no further for a comment 
upon them, than to that hostile spirit, which 
too much prevails, at all times, and under alt 
circumstances, even among Christians them- 
selves. 

The root of this bitterness, we are told, is 
in the lusts, that war in our members : that 
is, there is, first, an insurrection of our carnal 
appetites against the law of our minds ; and, 
then, the contagion spreads over families, 
neighbourhoods, and societies ; over all those, 
in short, with wlK>m we have any concern, till 
the whole world, sometimes, becomes a general 
scene of contention and disorder. 

For, ask the princes of this world, "what 
prompts them to disturb the peace of other 
states, and to involve their subjects in all the 
horrors of war ; and their answer, if they deign 
to give one, and if it be ingenuous, must, 
commonly, be, their lust of conquest and do- 
minion. Ask the servants of those princes^ 
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what spHts them into parties and factions ; and . 
they can hardly avoid answering, or we can 
answer for them, their lust of wealth and 
power. Ask the people, at large, and under 
whatever denomination, what occasions their , 
contempt of authority, their disobedience to 
magistrates, their transgressions of law, their 
cabals and tumults, their hatred, defamation, and. 
persecution of each others and charity herself, 
for the most part, can dictate no other reply 
for them to this question, than that they are 
excited to all these excesses by the lust of riot' 
and misrule, or, of, what they call, liberty. 

But there is no end of pursuing this subject 
in all its applications to particular instances. 
What we have most reason to lament, is, that 
Christians not only ^ght with each other, at 
the instigation of their lusts, for their own 
carnal and corrupt ends ; but that they make 
the very means, which God has appointed to 
compose these differences, the instruments of 
their animosity, and become outrs^eous in 
their h9stile treatment of each other^ by the 
perversion of those principles, which were in- 
tended to be its restraint. For if any thing 
could appease this tumult among men, what 
more likely to do it, than the administratim 
cf civil jusiiccy and the sacred institutions of 
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religion f Yet, are even these provisions of 
divine and human wisdom, for the support of 
peace and good order, defeated by our restless 
and ingenious passions ; and we contrive, to 
make Religiok and Law themselves, subser- 
'dent to the increase of that contention, which 
they tend so naturally to keep out of the worfd. 

As this abuse, which inverts the order of 
things, and turns the medicine of life into a 
deadly poison — as this abuse, I say, can never 
be enough exposed ; let me represent 'to you 
some part of the evils, which this monstrous 
misuse of Religion and Civil Justice has 
brought upon mankind ; as the last,, and most 
striking eiSbrt of these malignant lustSy frorh 
which, according to the holy Apostle, all our 
violations of peace and charity are derived. 

And-, FIRST, of the mischiefs, arising from 
misapplied Religion. 

Jt were an ample field, this, should I under- 
take to follow the ecclesiastical historian in all 
the abuses, which he so largely displays. But 
my design is to open the founinins ; to point, 
only, to the general causes j from which those 
abuses have flowed. And the chief of these 
causes will not he overlooked, if we consider 
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that Chf istianity has been corrupted by stqmf^ ' 
sHUoHy by poRcifj an^l by sophistry,: for, in 
eaeh of t^se ways, th# hats of men htm found 
free scope for their activity ; and have produesd 
all those endless discords and animosities, which 
h<ty«' di^honourtd th« Christian world. 

I. SuPERBTitiON began very early to aiake 
cmel inroads intQ the religion of Jesus :\firsi^. 
by debasiiig its free spirit with the servility of 
Jewish observance^ ; next, in adulterating its 
simple genius by the pomp of pagan cere- 
monies ; and^ afterwards, through a long course 
of dark and barbaious s^fos, in disfiguring its 
peasoniible service * by every whimsy, which 
^ gloomy or disturbed imagination could sug^ 
gest. 

The lusts of men gave birth to these s^e- 
ral perversions. The obstinate pride pf the 
Jewish Christian was flattered in retaining the 
abrogated ritual of the Law : the pagan prose- 
lyte gratified his vanity, and love of splendor 
in religious ministrations, by dressing eut 
Christianity in all the paint and pageantry of 
his ancient worship : and the miserable monk 
soothed his y^ar^, or indulged his spitCy in 

w Tt)« ;K»yw«}« Mhiin, Hoon* s»i. 1* 
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busying himself with I know hot whiat uhconl- 
manded and frivolous expiations^ or in tortur-^ 
ing others with the rigours of a fruitless pe- 
nance. 

From these rank passions, sprung up wars 
in abundance among Christians. The Apostles 
themselves could not prevent their followers 
ivomjighting with each other, in the cause of 
drcufnci^on. The superstition of dat/s *, and 
of inages\ grew so fierce, that the whole 
Christian world was, at different times, thrown 
into convulsions by it. And the dreams of 
monkery excite^ every where the most im* 
placable feuds; which had, commonly, no 
higher object, than the credit of their several 
Rules, or the honour of tl^ir Patronrsaints. 

2. When superstition had thus set the world 
on fire, a godless Policy struck in, to encrease 
the combustion. 

The Christian religion, which had truth for 
its object, could not but require an assent from 
its professor^ to the doctrines, it revealed ; 
and, having God for its author, it, of course, 

a The dispute about Easter, in the second century. 
^ The dispute about Imaged, in the eighth century. 
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exacted a compliance with the few ritual ob- 
servances, which he saw fit to ordain. But 
the wantonness, or weakness, of the human 
mind, introducing a different interpretation of 
those doctriwes. and a different ministration of 
those riVe^, the poHcy of princes would not 
condescend to tolerate such unavoidiJ^le differ- 
ences, but would inforce a rigid unifprmityr 
both of sentiment and ceremony, as miostconr 
ducive, in their ideas, to the quiet and stability 
of their government. 

Again : the honcmr of prelates and diurches 
seemed to be concerned in all questions coor 
ceming place and jurisdiction ; and, when these 
questions arose, was to be maintained by every 
artifice, which an interested and secular wisdom 
could contrive; 

The lust of dominion, was plainly at the 
bottom of these infernal machinations ; and 
the fruit, it produced, was the most bloody and 
unrelenting wars, massacres, and persecutions ; 
widi which the annak of mankind are polluted 
and disgraoedwt But, 

3. To work up these two pests of humanity, 
superstition, ^md intolerance, to all the fury,' 
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of winch they are capable, unblessed Scibncb 
and perverted Reason lent their aid. 

For the pride of knowledge b^ot innume* 
yable portentous heresies : which not only eor^ 
Tupted the divine religion of Jesus (obnoxioui 
to-some taint from the impure touch of human 
reason, because divinejy but envenomed the 
hearts of its professors, against each other, by 
infusing into them a bitter spirit of altercation 
and dispute. 

In these several ways, then, and from these 
eanses, has our holy religion been abused. 
The lusts of men have turned the Gospel of 
peace itself into an instrument of war : a mis^ 
adventure, which could riot have taken places 
had Christians but recollected and practised 
one single precept of their master — Learn of 
me ; for lam meek and lowly in hearty and ye 
shall Jind rest to your souls ®. 

But the perversity of man could not be 
brought to learn this salutary lesson ; and so 
has fulfilled that memorable saying of our 
Lord, who, foreseeing what abuser would here- 

• Bfatt, A »• 
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lifter he tA^aaJlB of bis charitable »ydtem, declared 
of himself —**/ came not to sendj^eace, but m 
^word ^ This prediction^ at least, theetiemies 
of our fttith are ready enough to tell us, has 
beeik ^mply verified^ in the event. It has been 
'60 : it vras therefore inspired, because it was to 
be fulfilled. But let them remember^ withall, 
that not the genius of the Gospel^ but man's 
incorrigible passions^ acting in defiance of it, 
hare given to this propheey its ^itira c^orple* 
tion* 

I cofne now to represent to yo% 

II. In the second place^ how the lusts of 
men have perverted Civil Justice, as well as 
Religion, into an instrument of contention and 
hate. 

The object of all civil, or municipal ]q,vs% is 
the conservation of private peace, in the equal 
protection they afford to the property and per- 
sons of men. Yet, how often have they been 
employed to other purposes, b^ those, who ad-- 
minister the Laws ; and iy ihose^ for whose 
sake they are administered / 

^ Mitt. X. 34, 
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1. In reading the history of mankind^ one 
cannot but observe, with indignation, how fire^ 
vqiiently the magistrate himself has turned the 
Law, by which he governs, into an engine of 
oppression : isometimes, directing it against the 
liberties of the state; and sometimes, s^inst 
the private rights of individuals. It were k 
small matter, perfiaps, if he only took advan- 
tage of a severe law, or drew over an ambiguous 
one, to countenance his iniquitous purposes. 
But how oft has he embittered the mildest, or 
tortured the plainest laws, by malignant glosses 
and strained inteipretat^ons ! gratifying, in 
both ways, .his revenge, his avarice, or his 
iambition ; yet still in the forms of Law, and 
under the mantle, as it were of public jus- 
tice! 

Such abuses there have been in most states, 
and, it may be, in our own. God forbid, that, 
standing in this place, I should accept the per- 
sons of' men, or give Jlattering titles unto 
any ^. But truth obliges me to say, that there 
is, now, no colour for these complaints. The 
administration of justice, on the part of the 
Magistrate, is so pure, as to be the glory of 

n Jobxxxii 21. 
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the age^ in which we live. The abuses all arise 
from another quarter ; and the contentious spi^ 
lit is kept alive and propagated by the lusts of 
private men. And what renders their iniquity 
without excuse, is, that the very equity of 
those forms, in which our laws are administered, 
is made the occasion of introducing all these 
corruptions. 

2. To come to a detail on this subject, 
might be thought improper. Let me paint to 
you, then, in very general terms, the disorders 
that spring from this perversion of Law; and, 
to do it with advantage, let me employ the 
expressive words of an ancient Pagan writer. 

The Rom^n governors of provinces, it is 
well known, had their times for the more so- 
lemn administration of civil justice. Suppose, 
then, one of these governors to have fixed his 
residence in the capital of an Asiatic province, 
to have appointed a day for this solemnity^ and, 
with his'Lictors, and other ensigns of au- 
thority about him, to be now seated in the 
forum, or public place of the city ; and con- 
sider, if the following representation of an in- 
different by-stander be not natural and in^ 
structiye. 
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. *f See/* wys tht ^loqucjot iif riter ?, who§ii 
Wprds I .only tral^late, /^ see that vast aad 
^ mixl multitude aaseQibkd togistber before 
^^ you. Yoti aeki what hl^ occasioRcd thU 
•* mighty co»ceurse of people. Are they foet 
** to sacrifice to their country Gods, and to 
^' communicate with each other in the sacred 
"offices of their religion? Are they going 
^ to offer the Lydian first-fruits to the Ascraean 
•'Jupiter? or^ are they assembled in such 
*' numbers to celebrate the rites of Bacchus^ 
^ ufith the usual festivity ? Alas, no. Neither 
•^ pious gratitude^ nor festal joy, inspires 
'^ them; One fierce unfriendly passion onljf 
^^ prevails » whose epidemic rage has stirred up 
^ all Asia, and, as returning with redoubled* 
'^ force on this stated anniversary, bts driven 
^' th^ frantic crouds to the forum ; where 
^ they are goii^ to engage in latv-^ufts with 
*^ each otber^ before the Judges^. An infinite 
^^ number of causes, like so mslny confluent 
^ streams, rush togetlier, in One common tide^ 
^' to the same tribunal. The passions of the 
^^ eontending parties are all ou fire i and tl» 

^ PKiftHfcK Gt wfcotter wm tfce aotliar of t fragBwJiit^ 
printed among bis mofol discourses, and entitled, vrht^ 
r% Tn; ^vx^ i ''^^ t» a'^ixatlo^ vd^n x^i^^tx,. Par. Edv vol. ik 

p. doo. 
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^^ end of this curious oonflict is^ the rain of 
^* themselves and others. What fevers^ what 
^ calentures^ what adust temperament of the 
^* body, or overflow of its vicious humours^ is 
^^ to foe compared to this plague of the difr- 
'^tempered mind? Were you to interrc^te 
'^ each cause (in the manner you examine a 
f^ witness) as it appears before this tribunal^ 
^' and ask^ whincb rr came ? the answer 
*^ would be, an obstinate and self-wiUed spirit 
^^pnoduced <Ae^; a bitter rage of contention^ 
^^ that ; and a lust of revenge and injustice, 
*^ anotherJ^ 

It is not to be doubted^ that this rage of the 
contending parties was inflamed, in those 
times, by mercenary agents and venal orators ; 
by men, who employed every fetch of cunning, 
And every artifice of chicane, to perplex the 
clearest laws, to retard the decision of the 
plainest cases, and to elude.the sentence of the 
ablest judges. Without some such manage- 
ment as this, the passions of the litigants 
could not have been kept up in such heat and 
iuiTy, but must gradually have cooled, and 
died away of themselves. Add this^ then, to 
4he other featured, so well delineated, and you 
"irtll have the picture of ancient Utigatim com* 
plete. 

¥OL» VI. f 
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Atid what think we, now, of this pietaref? 
Is there truth and nature in it ? Are we at all 
concerned in this representation ; and do we 
discover any resemblance to it in what is 
passing elsewhere, I mean in modern times^ 
and even in Christian societies ? If we do, let 
us acknowledge with honesty, but indeed with 
double shame, that, like the Pagans of old; 
we have the art to p^rert the best things to 
the worst purposes; and that the lusts of men 
are still .predominant over the wisest and most 
betieficen t institutions of civil j ustice. 

Indeed, as to ourselves, the mild and equi- 
table spirit of our laws might be enough, one 
would think, to inspire another temper: but 
when we further consider the divine spirit of 
the Gospel, by which we pretend to be gor 
^verned, and the end of which is charity^ our 
prodigious abuse of both must needs cover us 
vnth confusion. 

The instruction, then, from what has been 
said, is this: That, since, as St James obr 
serves, all o\xv wars and Jightings with each 
pthet proceed only from our lustSj and $iQce 
dhese have even prevailed to tha,t degree, as tQ 
-GOf^upt.the t\yo best gifts, which God,, in his 
mercy, ever bestowed on mankind, that is, to 
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inake Religion tod Law subservient to ont 
bitter animosities; since all this^ I say^ has 
been made appear in the preceding comment 
on the sacred text, it becomes us, severally, 
to consider what our part ha? been ^n the dis* 
ordered scene, now set before us: what care 
we have taken to check those unruly passions, 
which are so apt, by indulgence, to tyrannize 
over us ; and, if this care has been less than it 
ought to have been, what may be the conse-^ 
quence of our neglect. We should, in a word^ 
take heedy how we bite and devour (me another i 
not only, as the Apostle admonishes, that we 
he not consumed one of am>ther ; but lest, in 
the end, we incur the chastisement of that Law^ 
we have so industriously perverted, and the 
still sorer chastisement of that Religion, we 
have so impiously abused. 
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PREACHED APRIL »,17TO. 



1 Tim. i. 5- 

7%e end of the Commandment is Charity, ami 
of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith utfeigned. 

J. HE Apostle, in the preceding verse, had 
warned Timothy against giving heed to fables 
and endless genealogies : by Fables, meaning 
certain Jewish fictions and traditions applied 
to the explication of theological questions, and 
not unlike the tales of the pagan mythcJogists, 
contrived by them to cover the monstrous 
stories of dieir Gods ; and, by Genealogies, 
die derivation of Angelic and Spiritual na* 
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^reB%, according to a fantastic system^ invent^ 
by the Oriental philoeophers, and thence 
adopted by some of the Grecian Sects, l^iese 
Juhks and genealogies (by which the Jewish 
and Pagan coaverts to Christianity had muc& 
adulterated the faith of the Gospel) the Apostle 
9etB himself to expose and reprobate^ as proK 
ducing nothing but curious and frqitlegd €Ks<^ 
|>utati(mB ; being indeed^ ^ he calls them; 
endless, or interminable' ; because^ having no 
foundation in the revealed word of God, they 
were drawn out, Varied^ and multiplied at 
pleaaure by those, who <lelighted in such ft^ 
natical visions. 

TTien follows the text — The end of the 
Commandmenty is Charfty : out o^ a pure 
heart: and of a good coNSCtEHCE; and of 
FAITH iWFEiGNED---*As if the Apofitlc had said^, 
" I have cautioned you against this pemiciou^ 
folly : but, if ye must needs deal in the way of 
Mytbology and Geneiailogy, I will tell yoii how 
ye may employ your ingenuity to more a^ 
vantage. Take Christian Charity ^ for yotir 
tbeme : mythologize that capital Grace of your 
profession ; or, dedace the parisntage of iiy 
according to the steps, which I will point odt 

n Gafled Monet, SeeGrothis in loc. 
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py yoUf ' For it springs immediately out of A 
fur^' heart; wbich^ itself, is derived from a 
gqdd conscience ; as that, again, is the genuitie 
pffs^pring pr emanation of faith unfeigned. 
Inthb way, ye may gratify your mythblogio 
plr geaealogical vein, innocently and usefiilly'f 
for ye may learn yourselves, and teach others^ 
how to acquire and perfect that' character, which 
is the gr^t object of your religion, and the eiwjf 
qf the C<mfnandm^t:^ 

. Let us, then, if you pjeaae, attend to this 
l^n^lpgic^l fl^dttcti0?i of the learned Apostle ; 
and see, if the descent of Christian charity ba 
not trilly £^nd properly investigated by him. 
■ ■ \ . . ' • 

I. Chaeitv, say? he, is oiU of a pure heart t 
0iat is, it proceeds from a heart, free from the 
habits pf sin, and unpolluted by corrupt afiecr 
tion^. 

To see with ^hat propriety, the Apostl^ 
ibakf s a pure heart the parent of charity, vy^e 
fre to reflect, that this benevolent temper^ 
)vhich inclines us to wish and do we}l to others, 
is the proper growth and produqe, indeed, of 
the human mind, but of the human mind in it^ 

i '* ■ ■ 

« Dat nobis et Rmlus brevem ytH»\9ylw, tpd^ per^ 
utilenu Groti&s* ^ 
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tmfsve and original integrity. To provide 
effectually for the maintenance of the social 
virtoeB^ it hath pleased God to implant in 
man, not only the power of reason^ which 
enables him to see the connexion between^ 
bis own happiness and that of others^ but 
also certain instincts and propensities^ which 
make him Jeel it^ and^ without reflexion^ in- 
cline him to t^ke part in foreign interests. For, 
among the other wonders of our make, this ia 
#ne, that we are so formed as^ whedi6r we will 
#r no, to refaice with them'' that rejoice^ and 
weep with them that toeepK But now this 
sympathetic tenderness, which nature hath put 
into our hearts for the concerns of eadi other, 
may be much impaired by habitual neglect, or 
selfish gratifications. If, instead of listening 
to those calls of nature, which, on the entrance 
into life, are incessantly, butvgently, ui^ng us 
to acts of generosity, we turn a deaf ear to 
them, ^ttid, charmed by tlie suggestions of self-* 
love, yield up ourselves to the cbminion of the 
grosser aj^tite, it cannot be but that the love of 
others, however natural to us, must decline, and 
beeome, at length, a feeble motive to action ; 
or, which amounts to the same thing, be con- 
i^antly overpowered by the undue prevalence 

^ Rem. xii. 15. ' 
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of other prkicipks. Thus we mny me, koxr 
ambition^ avtrice, seatuality/ or tany other of 
the more selfish passions, tends directly, by 
indulgence, to obstruct the growth otvkarHy ; 
and how fovourable an uncorrupt mind is ta 
the production and maturity ct this divine 
virtue. 

But, further, the impurities of the heart da 
not only hinder the exertions of benevolence ^ 
they have even a worse e£^t, they cause us to 
pervert Mid misapply it. It is not, perhaps, so 
easy amatt^t^ as some imagine^ to divest oum 
selves of all attachment to the initerest of our 
|bllow«-creatures. But, by a long misuse of our 
faculties, we may come in time to mistake the 
olgects of tnw interest ; and so he carried, by 
the motives of benevolence itself, to do irrepa-» 
table mischief to»those we would most he{i*iend 
and oblige. This seems to be the case of those 
most abaiifdoned c^ all sinners, who take pains 
to corrupt others, and not cmly do widted things 
themselves, hut have fkasm^e m those mhadg 
them ^. All that can be said for these unhapj^ 
victims of their own lusts, is, that tikktir perverted 
hemevaience {Monopts them to encourage others 
VOL tliat course of life^ from whicb, if it were 

u fioia. i. ^^. 
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nghtly exercised, tib^ wouM endeavour^ mih 
all their power, to divert them. 

So necessary it is, that charity should be out 
of a pure heart ! It is polluted in its very 
birth, unless it proceed from an honest mind : 
it is spurious and illegitimate, if it be not so 
descended. 

II. The next step in this line of moral an^ 
cestry, is a good conscience : which phrase is 
not to be taken here in the negative sense, and 
as equivalent only to a pure heart ; but as eoL^ 
pressing a further, a positive degree of good^f 
liess. For so we find it explained elsewhere ; 
kttvimg, says St. Peter, a good consciiince, that 
whereas they speak evil ofyoea, as evil do^rs^ 
they may be ashamed that falsely accuse ycfur 
GOOD conversation in Christ Jesus : for it 
is better y if the mil of God be so, that ye 
fufferfor welldoing, them for evil doing \ 
Whence, by a good conscience, we are autho^ 
fized to understand a mind, conscious to itse^ 
of beneficent actimis. And thus the i4poftle> 
intention will be, to insinuate to us, that, to 
be free from depraived (^'ectians, we must be 
activdly virtuous ; and that we must be zeaUma 

4(iPetfriU. 16« 
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ki good work, if we would attain to that pitrit^ 
of heart, which is proper to beget th^ genuine 
virtue of Christian charity. 

For, we may conceive of the matter, thus. 
A good conscience, or a mind enured to right 
action, is most likely, and best enabled, to 
shake off all corrupt partialities ; and, as being 
intent on the strenuous exercise of its duty, in 
particular instances, to acquire, in the end^ 
that tone of virtue, which strengthens, at once, 
knd refines the affections, till they expand themi- 
selves into an universal good-^wilL Thus we 
see that, withbut this moral discipline, we 
should scarce possess, or not long retain, zpure 
heart ; and that the hesurt, if pure, would yet 
be inert and slu^sh, and unapt to entertain 
that prompt and ready benevolence, which 
true charity implies. 

So that an active practical virtue, as serving, 
both to purify and invigorate the kind affections, 
has deservedly a place given to it in this lineal 
descent of Christian love. But, 

, III. The Apostle rises higher yet in thi«r 
genealogical scale of charity, and acquaints \x% 
that a good conscience, or a course of active 
positive virtue, is qot properly and lawfully de-? 
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sceilded, unless it proceed from a faith un- 
feigned, that is, a sincere undissemble<i belief 
of the Christian religion. 

And the reason is plain. For there is no de- 
pendance on virtuous practice; we cannot ex- 
pect that it should either be steady, or lasting^ 
unless the principle, from which it flows^ be 
something nobler and more efficacious, than 
considerations taken from the beauty, pro- 
priety, and usefulness of virtue itself. Our ac- 
tive powers have need to be sustained and 
•trengthened by energies of a higher' kind, thati 
Jthose which mere philosophy supplies. We 
«hall neither be able to bear up against the difr 
iicukies of a good life, nor to startd^dut against 
^e temptations, which ^n evil world is alwayd 
ready to throw in our way, but by placing a 
firm trust on the promisee of God, and by keep- 
ing our minds fixed on the glorious hopes and 
assurances of the Gospel. And experience 
may satisfy us, that practical virtue has jx6 
stability or consistency, without these sup- 
ports. 

Besides, coimdeving h good conscience, or a 
moral practical conduct, with an eye to its in- 
fluence on a pure heart, till it issue in complete 
charity, we cannot but ^ee how the Christian 
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&ith i» calculated to direct its progress^ and se^ 
cure the great end proposed. For the whole 
system of our divine religion, which hath its 
foundation in grace; its precepts, which 
breathe nothing but love and amity ; its doc- 
trines, whidi only present to us^ under dif*- 
fer^t views^ the transcendant goodness of 
God in the great work of redemption ; its his^ 
torjfj which records the most engaging in- 
atantes of active b^evolence ; all this cannot 
but exceedingly inspirit our affections, and 
carry them out in a vigorous and uniform pro- 
fecution of the subordinate means, which are 
to produce that laat perfisction of our nature, a 
pure and permanent love of mankind. For at 
every step we cannot but see the end of the 
commandfnent, so perpetually held cmt to us, 
and derive a fresh inducement from faith, to 
accomplish and obtain it 

Indeed, to produce this effect, our faith, as 
the Apostle adds, must be unfeigned : that is, 
it naust be nourished and intin^tely rooted in 
the heart ; we must not only yield a general 
assent to the sacred truths of our religion, we 
must embrace them with earnestness and zeal, 
we must rely upon them with an unshaken 
confidence and restdution. But all this will be 
no difficulty to those who derive their faith 
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from Its proper source/ that is/ who make li 
diligent study of the holy Scriptures : where 
only we learn what the true faith (which wiU 
ever be most friendly to virtue) is ; and whence 
vit shall l^est derive those motives and conside- 
tatiofiSy which are proper to excite and fortify 
this principle in us. 

And thusy that Charity^ which a pure mind 
gives the liberty of exerting, and which a good 
conscience manifests and at the same time im- 
proves, win, further, be so sublimed and per- 
fected by the influence of divine faith, as will 
render it the sovereign guide of life, and the 
pride and ornament of humanity* 

Or, to place the descent of Charity, in its 
true and natural order, it must spring, firsts 
from an tmfeigned faith in the Gospel of Jesus ; 
that £uth must then produce, and shew itself 
ui, a good conscience: and that conscience 
must be thoroiighly purged from all selfish and 
disorderly affections : whence, kstly, the ce- 
lestial oflfspring of Charity has its birth, and 
comes forth iu all the purity and int^rity of 
its nature. 

From this Unes^ of Christian Charity, Ijbus^ 
deducedf nfny instructive kssons may ber 
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dr^wn. We itiay learn to distinguish the tru^ 
and genuine, from pretended Charity : we have^ 
hence, the surest way of discerning the spirits 
of other men, and of trying our own : we may 
correct some popular mistakes concerning the 
virtue of charity ; and shall best comprehend 
the force and significancy of the several com- 
mendations, which the inspired writers, in 
many places, and in very general terms, bestow 
iipoa it. ^ 

Let me conclude this discourse with an in- 
stance of such instruction, respecting each of 
those heads, which the order of the text hath 
afforded the opportunity of considering. 

And, firsts from the necessity of a pure 
HEART, we are instructed what to think of thfeT 
benevolence of those men, who, though enslaved 
to their own selfish passions, are seldom the 
most backward to make large pretences to this 
virtue. But, be their pretences what they will,* 
we know with certainty, that, if the heart be 
impure, its charity ihust be defective. It must, 
ofcoursfe, be weak and partial ; confined in its 
views, and languid in its operations; in a 
word, a faint and powerless quality, and not that 
generous, difFusivej universal priliciple, which 
alone.deserves the exalted name of CAari^. • 
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We conclude, also, on fhe same grounds; 
that the hatred of vice is no bleach of Christian 
charity. This charity is required to flow from a 
;w/reA:eflr/i.But there is not in nature a stronger 
antipathy, , than between purity^ and impurity. 
So that we might as well expect light and 
darkness, hc^at and cold, to associate, as spotless 
virtue not to take offence at its opposite. I 
know, indeed, that the hatred due to the vices 
of men, is too easily transferred to their per- 
sons. But that charity, which is lineally de^ 
scended from faiths will see to make a differ- 
ence between them ; and while it figels a quick 
resentment against siuy will conceive, nay will, 
by that very resentment, demonstrate, a ten-r 
der concern for sinners^ for whom Christ 
died. 

Secondly y from the rank, which a good con* 
SCIENCE holds in this family of love, we are 
admonished to avoid the mistake of those, who 
are inclined to rest in negative virtue, as the 
end of the commandment ; and who account 
their charity full and complete, when it keeps 
them only from intending, or doing mischief 
to others. The Apostle, on the <?ontrary, givi^ 
us to understand, that its descent is irregular^ 
if it be not allied to active positive virtue/; 
9ach as takes a pte^^sure inkind offices, iszealouf 
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to promote tiie wel&re of others^ and is fertile 
in goad works. And this conclusion is the more 
necessary to be inibroed upon us^ since^ in a 
world like this^ where vice is sure to be active 
enough, the interests of society will not permit 
that Charity should be idle. 

Lastly, fifom the hneal descent of Charity 
from FAITH, we must needs infer, that infi- 
delity is not a matter of that indifference to 
social life, which many careless persons suppose 
it to be. It is the glory of our faith, that it 
terminates in charity. Every article of our 
creed is a fresh incitement to good works : in 
so much that, he who understands his religion 
most perfectly, and is most firmly persuaded 
of it, can scarce fail of approving himself the 
best man, as well as the best Christian. And 
this, again, is a consideration, which should 
affect all those who profess to have any con- 
cern for the interests of society and moral 
virtue. 

T1iusita{^afs, how instructive the doctrine 
of the text is, and bow usefully, as well as 
elegantly, the Apostle sets before us, in this 
«hort genealogical table, the jn'oper ancestry of 
Charity : in which Faithj as the ultimate pro^ 
genitor, begets an active virtue; and that, 
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jlmpregnating the heart with pure afiections^ 
produces at length this divine offspring of 
Christian love. 

If we had ;%ind thi^ mythological fiction in 
Xenophon or Plato, we should have mifch ad- 
mired the instruction conveyed in it. Let it 
not abate our reverence fpr^ this mor^l lesson^ 
that it cbines froin' an Apostle of Jesus, and, 
if not dressed out in the charms of human 
eloquence, has all the authority of truth and 
divine inspiration to recommend it to us. 
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Rom. xii. 10* 
-— /» honour preferring one another. 

It is much to the honour of the inspired 
writers, because it shews them to be no en- 
thusiasts, that, with all tii^r zeal for the re- 
vealed doctrines of the Gospel, they never 
foiget or overlook the common duties of kur 
manity ; those duties, which Reason itself, a 
))rior Revelation, had made known to the wiser 
^rt of mankind. 

Nay, whidi is more remarkable, they some- 
times condescend to enforce what are called the 
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lesser moralities * ; that is, those iuferiour, 
duties, which, not being of cd>solute necessity 
to the support of human society, are frequently 
overlooked by other mot^ists, and yet, as con- 
tributing very much to the Comfortable eiyoy-^ 
ment of it, are of real nioment, and deserve ft 
suitable regard. , 

The text is an instance of this sort— m Ao- 
nour preferring one another — the nature, 
and GROUND, and right application, of which 
duty, it is my present purpose to explaiti. 

1. The general nature of this virtue con- 
sists in a disposition to express our good will to 
others by exteriour testimonies of respect ; to 
consult the credit and honour of those we con- 
verse with, though at some expence of our own 
vanity an^ self-love. It implies a readiness to 
prevent them in the customary decencies of 
cpnversiation ; a facility to give way to their 
reasonable pretensions, and even to abate some- 
thing of our own just rights. It 'requires us^ tx) 
suppress our petulant claims of superiority; 
to decline all frivolous contests and petty ri- 
valries ; to moderate our own demands o# pre-, 

« Les petifes morales j as the iFVendi nvoralists ctll them* 
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emineMe imd prbritjr ; aiidj in ^ Word, to 
pleas^ others, n^er than ourselves. 

It ii to to^,^bckl, conciliating virtae; a 
Tiitoe* made up of humility and benea»tencef 
the former y in«Kntng us not txy think mom 
highly of ourselves than we oti^t; and.dK 
latter, to give our Christian brother an inno- 
d^ht ^EKttsfection when we can!. 

And our <ddigatioti to' the practice of this 
virtue' is FOtJKl>M>, 

H.^On the dearest reasons, tak^i both from 
tike nature of man, and theg^ewtw^ qfour £f% 
Religion. 

And, riRST^ from the nature of matu 

Ainong the various principles, some of tbeiB> 
in appearance, discordant and contradictory^ 
which constitute our copamon nature, ppe of 
the :fii8t to take our attention is, ^^ A CMsc^Uf 
$mse of digoi^ f Mi opinion of sdf-iBoofle* 
quence, wbieh mixes, itself with all our tboughti 
and ddiberatioos ; prompting ^s to entertain 
loffy sentiments of our own worth, and as^ 
piring to something like superiority and do- 
tninicm over other men* Hiis principle, which 
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appears very early, aad i^ atfongesk ip the 
more generous dispositions^ is highly necegsary 
to a being formed for virtuous action ; and nap 
turally lei^ds to the exertion of sujtjh quahtios 
as are proper to benefit society^ as well as to 
gain that ascendency in it, to which we pre^ 
tend- It is the spring, indeed^ of every com* 
mendable emulation; puts in act all our better 
imd nobler feculties ; and gives nerves to that 
labour and industry, by which every worthy 
accon^plishment is attained. 

But now this principle (so natural and use- 
ful), when it is not checked by others, but is 
suffered to take the lead and predominate ou 
all occasions, undisciplined and uncontrolled, 
easily grows into a very offensive and hurtfu) 
quality: offensive^ because it is now exerte4 
to the humiliation of every other, who is actu- 
ated by the same principlie ; and hurtful, be- 
cause, in this undue degree, it counteracts the 
very purpose, the good of' hufnan society, for 
which it was designed. 

This quality we know by the name of Pride. 
The .other moderate degree of self-esteem, 
which is allowable and virtuous, seem? not (I 
suppose, from its rare appearance under that 
tbrm) to have a(?quired in our language a dis- 
tinct name. 
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To Pride, then, the pernicious ancT too 
common issue of self-love, it became necessary^ 
that some other principle should be opposed. 
And such a principle, as is proper to correct 
the malignity of pride, we find in that philan- 
thropy, which, by an instinct of the same com- 
mon nature, disposeth us to consult the hap- 
piness, and to conciliate to ourselves the good 
will and affection, of mankind. This benevo- 
lent movement of the mind is, farther, 
quickened by the mutual interest all men have 
in the exercise of it. For Pride is disarmed by 
submission; and, by receding from our own 
pretensions, we take the most likely way to 
moderate those of other men. Thus, the ge- 
nerous affections are kept in play ; rieciprocal 
civilities are maintained ; and, by the habit of 
eacA preferring other, which prudence would 
advise, if instinct did not inspire, the peace of 
€ociety is preserved, its joy encreased, and 
even our vanity, so far as it is a just and nzr 
tural affection, gratified and indulged. 

The reason of the Apostolic precept is, then, 
laid deep in the constitution of human nature ; 
which is so wonderfally formed, that its per* 
fection requires the reconciliation of contrary 
qualities ; and its happiness results from making 
benevolence itself subservient to self-love. 
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3. If» &otai the philosophic consideration of 
man, we turn to the g^us of the Goqfely we 
shall th^re find this conclusion of nat\iral rear* 
soil jitnength^n^ w^ confirmed hj evange^ 
\\&A motives. 

Benevolence, which, in the Gospel^ takes 
the name of Charity, hath a larger range in 
this new dispensation, than in that of nature. 
The doctrine, and still more the example, of 
Jesus, exteods the duty of humility and self- 
denial; requires us to make ampler sacrifices 
of self-love, and to give higher demonstration^ 
of good-will to others, than mere reason could 
well demand or enforce. He, that was so far 
from seeking his oivn, that he emptied himself 
of all his glory, and stooped from heaven to 
earth, for the sake of man, hath a right to 
expect, from his followers, a more than ordir 
nary effort to conform to so divine a precedent, 
a peculiar attention to the mutual benefits and 
concerns of each other. It is l^ut little that 
we keep wiUiin some decent bounds our as- 
piring tempers aqid inclinations : we are now 
to subject ourselves to our Christian brethren ; 
to renounce even our innocent and lawful pre- 
tensions; and to forego every natural grati- 
fication, when the purposes of Christian Cha- 
rity call us to this arduous task. 
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. For the Gospel^ it is to be ob^irved^ has 
taken us out of the lodse aiid getieml rela^m 
ef men, and has boutid us togetheir in the 
closer and more endearing tie of Brethren t it 
exalts the good-will, we were obliged to beat 
to the species, into the affection, which con- 
sanguinity inspires for the individuals of a 
private family. The Apostle, therefore, iii 
the words preceding the text, bids us — A^ 
kindly affectixmed one to (mother with Bl^o- 
THBRLY LOVE — ttotj with the fove, that unites 
one man with another % which is the highest 
pretension of mere morality; but with the 
love, that knits together natural brethren^, 
which is the proper boast and character of 
Evangelical love. The words of the original 
have a peculiar enei^ •. They express that 
instinctive warmth of afl^tion, which nature 
puts into our hearts for our nearest kindred, 
such as Qommunicate with us by the partici^ 
pation of one common blood. 

So that the same compliances, we should 
make with their inclinations, the same prefe- 
rence, we should give to their humour attd in- 
terest above our own, should now be extended 
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ami elercised towards all Christians ; arid that 
principle of an ardent affection^ by which wA 
are led to make the most chearful condescen- 
sions to our natural brother, should work in 
us the same generous consideration of our spiri- 
tual brother, for whom Christ died. 

Having explained the nature of this clu<j^, 
and the grounds, both in reason and religion^ 
oh which it rests, it now remains, 

III. To provide for the right applicatioh 
of it in practice. And here, in truth, the whole 
difficulty lies. 

It is evident enough, I suppose, from whdt 
has been said, That the moral and OiriMian 
duty of preferring one another in honour , re* 
spects only social peace and charity, and ter^ 
minates in the good and edification of out 
Christian brother. Its use is, to soften the 
minds of men, and to draw them from that sa- 
vage rusticity, which engenders many vices, 
and discredits the virtues themselves. Bm 
whei^ i»en had expa*ieticed the benefit of this 
<^omplying temper, and further saw the ends, 
not of charity only, but of ^SLF-noiBR^ST, that 
might be answered by it ; they considered n6 
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loiter its just purpo^ and application^ but 
stFetehed it to that ofiicious sedulity^ and ex^ 
treme servility of adulation, which we too often 
observe and lament in polished life. 

Hence, that infinite attention and consider 
tation, which is so rigidly exacted, and so duly 
paid, in the commerce of the world: hence^ 
that prostitution of mind, which leaves a man 
no will, no sentiment, no principle, no charac- 
ter ; all which disappear under the uniform 
exhibition of good-manners : hence, those 
insidious arts, those studied disguises, those 
obsequious flatteries, nay, those a6Eected free- 
doms, n a word, those multiplied and nicely- 
varied forms of insinuation and address ; the 
direct aim of which may be to acquire the fame 
of politeness and good-breeding ; but the cer- 
tain effect, to corrupt every virtue, to sooth 
every vanity, and to inflame every vice, of the 
human heart* 

These fatal mischiefs introduce themselves 
under the pretence and semblance of that hu^ 
manityy which the text encourages and enjoin?. 
But the genuine virtue is easily distinguished 
from the counterfeit^ and by the follovnnjf 
plain sigm. 
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1. True POLITENESS is modest, unpretend- 
ing, and generous. It appears as Kttle as may 
be ; and, when it does a courtesy, would will- 
ingly conceal it. It chuses silently to forego 
its own claims, not officiously to withdraw 
them. It engages a man to prefer his neigh- 
bour to himself, because he really esteems 
him ; because he is tender of his reputation ; 
because he thinks it more manly, more Chris- 
tian, to descend a little himself, than to de- 
grade another — It respects, in a word, th^ 
ci^edit and estimation of his neighbour. 

TTie mimic of this amiable virtue, false 
POLITENESS, is, ou the other hand, ambitious, 
servile, timorous. It afl^ts popularity ; is sol- 
licitous to please, and to be taken notice of. 
The man of this character does not offer, but 
obtrude, his civilities : because he would merit 
by this assiduity ; because, in despair of win- 
ning regard by any worthier qualities, he 
would be sure to mak« the most of this ; and, 
lastly, because of all things he would dread, by 
the omission of any punctilious observance, to 
give offence. — In a word, this sort of politeness 
respects, for its immediate object, the favour 
(ind consideration of our neighbour. 
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2. Again : the man, who governs himself 
by the sph^H (rf the Apostle's precept, expresses 
his prefer mce of another in such a way as is 
worthy of himself: in all innocent compliances^ 
in all honest civilities, in all decent and manly 
condescensions. 

On the contrary, the man of the world, wh^ 
rests in the letter of this command, is regard- 
less of ih^ means, by which hfe conducts him- 
self. He reppect§ neither his own dignity, nor 
that of human nature. Truth, reason, virtue, 
all are equally betrayed by this supple impos- 
tor. He assents to the errors, though the most 
pernicious ; he applauds the follies, though the 
most ridiculous ; he sooths the vices, though 
the most flagrant, of other men. He never 
contradicts, though in the softest form of insi- 
^fiuation ; h^ never disapproves, though, by a 
respectful silence ; he never condemns, though 
it be only by a good example. In short, he 
is sollicitous for nothing, but by some studied 
devices to hide from others, and, if possible, to 
palliate to himself, the grossness of hi& illiberal 
adulation. 

3. Lastly, we may be sure, that the v^ima/e 
ENDS, for which these different objects are pur- 
sued, and by so different means, must also lie 
\vide of each other. 
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Accordingly,^ the truly poKte tnan woaI4, by 
^ proper testiniotties of respect, promote the 
etedit and eatimtitiott of his neighboilr, bemuse 
fee «ee», thut, fey this generotw coYi^ideratieii 
of each other, the peace of the. woi4d is in « 
good degree preserved ; becatise he knows that 
these muttsal attentions prei^nt atiimosities, 
soften the fierceness of men^s muntiers, and 
dispose ^hem to all the office* of benevolence 
and charity ; kecause, in a word, .the interest* 
of -society are bfest served tjy this conduct ; and 
hecuuse he Understands it to be his duty, to 
iave his neighbour. 

Thfe Wsely polite, on the contrary, are 
^tmio^j by ull nieans whatever, to procure 4^ 
favoiir and coHfiideration of those they tonverse 
wkh, because ihey regard ultiniately nothing 
more than their private interedt ; beocmse they 
perceive, that their own selfish designs are best 
^rried on by such practices : in a word, because 
they love themselves. 

Thus we see, the genuine virtue consults the 
honour of others by worthy means, and for 
the noblest purpose; the counterfeit, sollicits 
their favour by dishonest compliances, and for 
the basest end. 
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By such evident marks are these two dtsr 
racters distiaguished irom each other ! and so 
impossible it is, without a wilfut peiversion oS 
our faculties, to mistake in the application of 
the Apostle's precept ! 

It follows, you see, from what has been said^ 
^^ that int^rity of heart, as Solomon long 
^^ since observed, is the best guide in morals V 
We may impose upon others by a shew of ci- 
vility ; but the deception goes no farther. We 
cannot help knowing, in our own case, if we be 
ingenuous, when this virtue retains its nature^ 
and when it degenerates into the vice that 
usurps its name. To conclude, an honest man 
runs no risk in being poUte. Let us only 
respect ourselves ; and we shall rarely do amiss,, 
when, as the Apostle advises, in honour we 
prefer one another. 

* The integrity of the upright shall guide them, ftcrr. xL S. 
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PREACHED MAY 6, 1770, 



John xiii. S. 

^-^ Jesus answered liimy If I wash thee not, 
thou hast no part with me. 

jL O cbmprehend the full meaning of these 
words (which, as we shall see, are of no small 
importance) we must carefully attend to the 
circumstances of the history, which gave oc- 
casion to them. 

The chapter begins thus — Now befbre the 

feast of the Passover y when Jesus knew that 

his hour was come, that he should depart out 
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oj this world to the Father y having loved his 
own, which were in the world, he loved them 
to the end. — 

We are prepared by these words to expect 
something, on tjie part of our Lord^ very ex- 
pressive of his love for his Disciples. 

The reason, too, is critical, and must ex- 
cite our attention : it was before the feast of 
the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
was come, that he should depart out of this 
world to the Father ; in other words, just be- 
fore his crucifixion. 

There is, indeed, some difficulty in fixing 
the precise time, when the transaction, now 
to be related, happened. I take no part in 
the disquisition, because it is not material to 
my purpose, and would divert me top ji>uc|i 
from it^ It is enough to say, thi^t it syas, s^ 
most, but the evening before the Paschal sim^ 
per was celebrated, and therefore but two ^ys 
before Jesus sufifered. 

The history proceeds ^^*^ And ^tiippm^ ^e- 
iv^ fnd^d '{or i»Act, b» th^ text shwld b«vf 
bi^en ii^wslated^ the time of sv^^^.kdng 
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eofne"^) the Devil having now put it into the 

heart of Judas Iscariot^ Simon's sbn^ to be^ 

tray him, Jesus kmnmng that the Father had 

given all things into his hands^ and t fiat he 

was come ^rom God and went to God; Im 

riseth from supper ^ and laid aside his gam^ 

metifSy and took a towel and girded himself 

After that J he: poureth water into a) haso% 

and began to, wash the Disciples feet, and tn^ 

wipe tkem with the^ towel wherewith he was 

girded, • u . . t t ; ' , 

Thus far all ii^ ^eftr.> ^ Jesus. condesoended 
to wash the feet qf his Discipksi ; a mtni^ry^ 
^ly comtnon in the Earst, and , usually parr 
fermed by servants/ in di3charge' of their duly 
towards their mastefs^ or^ by i^^riors^ 0t 
least, in testimony of respect tovmi^s^^thc^ir su* 
pericMTS:; as /is abundantly plaits ; fwm. maiiy 
instances. f . , . . 

This then was ons jmd ^ tlm. washings 
Our Saviour meant it as a lesson of Jbumihty 
imd condescension to his Diisciples. But.-w^s 
it the ONLY, or the chief end ? That is the point 
we are now to consider. 



t Ae/ffFV yeyopv& 
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Let k Ibe Yf mraibered, thm, that notkifig 
wia» uioTt fiunilmr with the Jewi^ tiian to con« 
fiy an in6)riMtioh to other*, otpecially if that 
mformation wai of importance^ by natural^ 
fAhet that! artificial iigns^ I mean by deed$^ 
tfldier than ic^ri& ,' a(i every one knows^ who 
hai but di{^)ed into the history and writings 
df the Old and New Testament. The trani- 
ifttdou before US) if understood anfy at a lesBon 
6f humility is a lesson eonveyed to the Dit^ 
ciples in this form ^. 

NoW) this way of f 9i/brma#aM iy ot^jm Was 
ocoatinnaliy made to serve two contraiy pur^ 
jposest (^her«o gif^ mone force and emphasis 
t» lin inirtriietitwi or, to cloathe it with aom* 
degree i^ ^scqH^y or even ambiguityv For 
MtiMBy peaking 10 the eye^ when die purpose 
ef them ia by a^ means <Jearly ascertained^ 
convey the most lively and expressive inffeftna*- 
tion : on the other hand, when it is not^ they 
«ra iMMwIiat ofbscttw^ one ihing being to be 
odEketddl by os £rom another; or the infoima^ 
tion is «vea ambigaoaBy as the action oHgr sig^ 
nify fMre thuigs than o|ie. 

u See more on this subject in the Discouass an Christ's 
driving the merchants out of the temple, at the end of tbe 
aext volume. 
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SmtittiaiQt^ the pris^itiy sense is 4edai^ 
car tm\y und^rstooc} ; whik^ yf*j a wwwJftiy 
i^wte, A ksts apparent oq^ hat mor^ 9]i€>ni^nr 
t!OttSy 19^ nlsQT^ intended. 

This, upoft inquiry, o^y be the cap^ W^pi^^ 
U9, CHhi^'k ^jfo^ng tii^Jk^ of hu iH^^ 
pies obvio^y cpi^veys this instru^tioi^^ whiclt 
id averted, teQ, in f^pre^ wQr4f^T^4h»t> %^ k^% 
fh^r ffir4 ^nd nmt^9 wmhed (heir Jkety ^^ 
ih^mtgkt »k^ to umh ««# 4J»^Aw>Jf^^^^ 
But mukther, and far more iv^porti^ii^;, ipstr^^ 
tiftii nuiff he conveyed in this wtion^ tHon^ it 
be not so fully and explicitly d^ared^ It 
may, I say, be conve3red : from laying all cir- 
eumstmces together^ we shall be aUe to fqrm 
1^ judgment whether it were, indfi^, in ^f 
Ageaf a mieii/icm to convey it 

> 

JFhvt, as J sf^d, the narw^y? of thip <ppans»- 
iction (which, take it »8 you will, wsw ^Iwrly 
designed tP be ]in iffformtmon kt ^^} '^ 
prefixed ii^ * very ei^tr^<9fdipary ipapnep. 
t/c^o^, knomng ihfiit his how was conw-r^ 
Imomng toe that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he was come 
from Chd% and went to Qod, proqe$d^~tp 

X Ver. 14. 
L ft 
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efo what ? Why, to give his disciples aiesscm 
of humility and charity, in washing their fe^. 
The Lesson, no doubt, was important; and 
becoming the character of their divine tnaster) 
But does it rise up to those ideas of importance, 
which we are prepared to entertain of an action, 
performed at such a time, and so awfully in- 
troduced? His hour was come — the Father 
had given kU things into his hands — he came 
from God, and was now going to God. All 
this announces something beyond and above a 
commmi lecture of morality ; something, which 
might be a suitable close to the instructions of 
such a teacher. ' 

Let us see, next, how the action is received. 
One of -the disciples, Peter, surprized at ihis 
Lord's condescension, says very naturally, Lordt, 
dost thou wash my feet ? Jesus, to remove 
liis scruples, rephes, What t do^ thou knowest 
notftdw, bui thou shctit hww hereafter, • The 
words laife ikmbiguous, and may mean,' *^Th6n 
flhalt fcnoiSr, immediately, from the explica- 
tion -I am about to give of this action;" or, 
'^thonshiltkrio^ hereafter, in diie time, and 
by other meaws;" what the purport of it is. 
Still Peter, i<ot satisfied vs^ith this answer, but 
confounded at the apparent indignity of Christ*s 
condescension, replies resolutely, Thou shalt 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON X. 149 

never wash my feet. This resistance was to 
be overcome, that the information, whatever 
it was, might take place, by the performance 
of that which was the vehicle of it. Jesus 
answers, therefore, more directly and solemnly. 

If I WASH THEE NOT, THOU HAST NO PART 

WITH ME — ^Which words, whether understood 
by Peter or not, were clearly seen to have some 
meaning of the last concern to him ; and, 
struck with this apprehension, he submits. 

But what ! taking these oracular words, in 
the sense only in which Jesus thought fit to 
explain them, we hardly see the force and pro- 
priety of them. For, had Peter no part with 
Jesus^ that is, was he incapable of receiving 
any benefit from him, unless he had this cere- 
mony of washing, perforgied upon hjm^ when 
that ceremony had no further use or mesming, 
than to convey a moral lesson ? If he had not 
learnt this lesson firom Christ, he might have 
learnt m^ny others : or, he might have learnt 
this, some other way : and taking it in either 
light, he might still be said to have some part 
with Jesus, though he had not been washed 
by him. 

The true import, then, of these enigmatic 
words, and of the whole transaction- which is 
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hefe itcbira^, b^ns to aj^^ear, and is further 
o(>ekied by the sequel of Peter's edtiTersatiott 
tdth Je^tts. F6v, undetstanding^ that this ah- 
haion was^ Isottm Viray so tiecessaty to him, 
Peter subjoitts. Not iny ftet imly, hut disomy 
himds and mj htai. JesOs saith to hxtn, £k 
' that is washed, needtth not, saw to wash his 
feety and is ckaft every whit ; and ye art clean, 
but not att; for he knew who should betray 
him : therefore said he, Ye are not alt dean. 

It wa^^ tve see^ the tincleanness of sin^ or 
thejilth of an evil conscience, which wad to be 
taken awfiy by this washing. More than a 
single ttior^l lesson, how excellent soever, was, 
ttifei^efore, couched in this act; indeed, the 
necessity and efficacy of certain meaHs, by 
which Miankind were, in general, to be cleaniied 
from sin. Was that v^^ich was ultimatdy and 
mainly signified by it. He that was tkus washed, 
was dmn every whii j and the information of 
this bcfnefit beitig the end of the washing, it 
was ^tK6ugh if that was conveyed by washitig 
any one part. 

You see at length to what all this tends. 
Jesus, knowing the secret treachery of Judas, 
and, by the divine spirit whiA Was in him, 
fotesedng the de^tied effect iX that tteaditty ; 
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knowing, thirt he wm now, forthwith, to su^r 
death upon the ^fsm, the purpose, &r whioh 
he caaie from Go<i, «n4 for tlie execution of 
which be only waited before he returned to 
him ; considering, withal, the immenfle benefit, 
which was to accrue to mankind from hie vo- 
luntary devotion of himself to this death, and 
that the eternal Father, for the sake of it» had 
given all things into hb hmds^ had given him 
die power to redeem all lim sons of Adam from 
die vafMalage of sin and death, by virtue of that 
BLOOD which he was now to pour . out upon 
the cross, as a propitiation for them ; Jesus, J 
say, foreseeing and considering all this, chose 
this critieal season, when his hmtr was now 
come, to signify by die ceremony of washing 
his disciples feet % the efficacy and value of bis 
own precious blood, by which alone they, and 
aU mankind, were to have all their sins purged 
and washed away for ever. 

This was iq^Mrently die momentous instruc- 
tion, which it was our Lord^s purpose to eour 

A j^ it lie asked, vrhf t\mt fset ? a^iu^swaris, that it 
wss ^witim»ry io tba «fMt for oao w wssb tba &et (of 
Miother. And tbis practise gavie aa ea^ iatroidiictiaa to 
the pi)9s«»t ^iMg9iftticid wartiiffg ; which was ^usUy #9C* 
po^ive^fttipiiific^matioiidesipisd/ whj^ pfffermsd en 
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vey in this transaction. He wouW,^rrf, sheir 
that w6 were to be Washed in his blood ; and 
theriy subordinately, that we were to follow bis 
example ia a readiness to do as he had done ; 
that is, not only to wa^h each other, but, em- 
blematically still, to lay down our lives and 
pour out our blood, if need be, for the sake 
of the brethren. All circumstances concur to 
assure us, that such was the real secret intent 
of this mysterious washing; and thus, at length, 
we understand the full purport of those words 
— ^ I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
Tne\ 

b Grotius saw the necessity of looking beyond, the lite- 
ral meaning of those words — If I wash thee not, " M04 
Christie says he, est a rebus, que adspiciuntur, ad sensum 
sublimiorem ascendere/* His comment then fbUows. 
" Nisi te lavero, id est, nisi et sermone et spiriiu ehtero 
quod in te restat minus puri/* &c. Considering bow near 
Jesus was to his crueifixi<»), when he said this, one a little 
wonders how the great commentator, when he was to 
-assign the mystical sense of these words, should overlook 
that which lay before him. Surely his gloss should have 
been, 2Vm sanguine meo te ehiero, &c. — Let me just add, 
that the force of these words, as addressed to Peter, will 
be perfectly understood, if we reflect that he, who said 
to Jesus — Thoik shdU never wash* my feet — said on a for* 
mer occasion to hiin> when he spoke, without a figure of 
hb death (though not, then, under the idea of a pro{4- 
tiatory sacrifice, or ablution) — Be U far from thee. Lard j 
this shall not be wUo thee. Matt. x?L 91^. So little did 
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If it be still said^ that Jesus explains his own 
purpose differently, it is enough to reply, that 
these emblematic actions were generally signi** 
ficative of more things, than one ; and that 
the manner of Jesus was, on other occasions, 
to enforce tliat instruction, which was not the 
primary one in his intention ^ : the reason of 
which conduct was founded in this rule, so 
constantly observed by him, of conveying in- 
formation to his disciples, only, as they were 
able to hear it ^. In a word, he gave them 
many* instructions, and <Ai>, among the rfcst, 
darkly and imperfectly, because they could not 
then bear a stronger light; but yet with such 
clearness as might, afterwards, let them into 
his purpose ; leaving it to the Holy Ghost 
(whose peculiar province it was) to illuminate 
their minds, in du<e time; to reveal all that 
had been obscurely intimated; and to open 
the full meaning of bis discourses and actions, 
as well, as to bring them all to their remem- 
brance^. 

Peter see the necessity of being washed by the blood of 
C3irbt ! And so important was the information now given 
him in tliis mystical washings — If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me* 

c A remarkable instance will be given> in the Discourse 
referred to above, at the close of the next volume, 

d Mark iv. 33, John xyi. 12. 

« John xiv. ^6. • 
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From this memorabte part of the Gospel- 
history, thus opened and explained, we may 
draw some important conclusions. 

1. First, we learn, if the comment here 
given be a just one, That the blood of Christ 
(so an Apostle hath expressed himself) cleans^ 
eth usjrom all sin^ : I mean, that the death 
of Christ was a true, proper, and real propitia- 
tion for our sins ; and not a mere figure, or 
tropical form of speech ; as too many, who 
call themselves Qiristians, conceive of it. For 
the pertinence and propriety of the representa- 
tive action, p^ormed by our Lord, is founded 
in this supposition, '^ That the blood of Christ 
was necessary to our purification, and that, but 
for our being washed in his blood •, we should 
be 3ret in our sins.*' Jesus himself, in explain- 
ing this transaction, so far as he thought fit to 
explain it, confines us to this idea. For in this 
sense, only, is it true — that we, who ar^ 
washed, are clean every whit — and, that wn- 
lessweartwmbtdhjfCkri^, wehwenofort 

Such, then, is the information given us in 
this ceremony of washing the disciples feet ; 

< ijoluii.7. « aev.v«. 
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ttid not in tMsy only* For, besides the pre^ 
sent emblematic act, ptrformed by our Lord, 
for the special benefit of his disciples, the two 
iSactuvn^ntS) it is to be observed, were purposely 
instituted, for the general use of his church, 
to hold forth to us an image of his efficacious 
Mgody poured out for us : the sacrament of 
Baphsm, by the wferenot it had (like this act) 
to the typical woffkings of the Law ; and the 
sMcrauient of Ae Lord^ 8UW»£r, as referring, 
in like manner, to the t}rpical mcrifices of liiat 
dispensation. Of such moment, in the view 
of our Lord himself, was this doctrine of yr©- 
pitiMtion ! And so careful, or rather aninous, 
waft tie, tlwft tfcis consolatory idea of redemp^ 
ii$H through his blood ^ (suggested in so 
many wuys, Mid in «o striking a manner) 
itfhould he always present to us ! 

Nor were his Apostles (let me, further, re- 
mark) less intent in prosecuting this design. 
For they insist every-where, and with a singu* 
lar emphasis — that Christ, our passover, is 
sacrjficedjbr us ^ — and that we are washed. 
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and mnctifiedy and saved, hy the sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus K 

Go now, then, and say, that the. blood of 
Christ is only a metaphor, and means no more 
in the mouth of a Christian, than it might be 
supposed to do in that of an honest heathen, 
who should say, That he had been saved^ or 
benefited in a moral way, by the blood, that is, 
the exemplary death, of Socrates ! — When we 
speak of its washing away sin, it is true, we 
use the term washing metaphorically (for sin 
is not literally washed) : but the scriptures are 
unintelligible, and language itself has no 
meaning, if the blood of the lamb slain had 
not a true, direct, and proper efficacy (consi* 
dered in the literal sense of blood) in freeing us 
from the guilt of sin, or, in other words, from 
the punishment of it. 

2. A SECOND conclusion may be drawn, more 
^particularly, from the words of the text — if I 
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 
For, if these words mean, as I have endea- 
voured to shew, and as, I think, they must 
mean, that we are redeemed only by the blood 
of Christ; and if, as the context seems to 
speak, it is in our power to forfeit this benefit, 

k I Pet i. 13. 1 Cor, vi. 11. and elsewhere^ pauim. 
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by reAlsihg to be wasted by his bkxxl^ that is, 
to accqit the deliveranGe, offered to vm,: through 
faith in his blood ^ : it follows^ that there is 
something very alarming in the condition of 
those persons^ who hold ottt against all the 
calls of Graee^ and obstinately persist in a state 
of infidelity. In vain have they recourse to 
natural religion, or to any other supposed 
means of purification and salvation. Ji;i vain 
do : they trust even to the. moral part of the 
Gospel, while they reject or disbelieve the rest. 
They must bfe washed by Christ, if they de- 
sire t0 have amy part with him ; tliey must 
place their entire hope and confidetioe in the 
blood of the covenant, who would shs^r^.in the 
blessings of it. 

Nay, more than '. this : . the Redeemer is out-^ 
raged by this refusal to comply with the grar 
cious terms of his salvation. And, though 
some may make slight of having no part with 
Christ, it may concern them to reflect, what 
it is to have a portion with unbelievers ■*. 

3. LastlVv and above: all, I conclude, that 
they, who are washed, and, in consequence of 
that washing, trust to have apart with Christy 

1 Rom. iii. 35. m Luke xii. 46. 
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as they cm never be enough thankfid far tiie 
mestiniable benefit, ihey haie reooved, so 
Aey can newr be enough carefnl to retain^ and 
to improve it. If we, who have once em* 
braced the CuA, revolt from it; or, while we 
make a shew of professing the frith, pollote 
ourselves again with diose sins, from which we 
have been cleansed ; nay, if we do not strive 
to purify our hearts and minds still more and 
more by the eontinual efficacy of a Hvely frith 
in Jesus ; if, in any of these ways, we he in 
the number of those, who draw hack wUo per- 
dition, what further sacrificoL remains for us, 
or what hope have we in that, vi^idi has 
been already offered ? 

Judas himself, be it remembered, was washed 
among die other Disciples; yet he wss not 
eUan, for all that, nor had he amf part wjidi 
Jesus. What can this mean, but thrt some» 
thing Js to be done, on tmr part^ when the 
Redeemer has done kU 9 and thut the perma- 
nent effisct at Ais waskkigy as to any particular 
person, depends on his care to keep those 
nfbes white, which have been washed in the 
bloodofthe lamb^f 

n Rer.viL 14. 
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Hie account, and the conclusion, of the 
whole matter, is plainly this — If we say that 
we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth : but^ 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, then hawe we fellow^iip with him, 

and HIS BLOOD CLEANSETH us from 4LL SiN •. 

• lJohnW.r. ' 
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PREACHED JUNE 20, 1773. 



Mark ix. 49* 

Fbr every one shall be salted with fire, and 
every sacr^ice shall he salted imth salt. 

X HIS is generally esteemed one of the most 
difficult passages in the four Gofpels. I con- 
fess, I take no pleasure in commenting en such 
passages, especially in this place ; because the 
comment only serv^, fbr the most part, to 
gratify a learned curiosi^, and is, otherwise, 
of small use. 

But, when a difficult text of Scripture can 
be ex[dained, and ihe sense, arising out of ihe 
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^jipknatioti^ is edifying md important, theki 
it fells prcpsrly Withid our ptbvitice to exfett 
dur best pi;kis npdti it 

This I take to be tii« ^^ of the <IUHcuItf 
before us^ which therefore I shall beg leave to 
BMikt ^ sobjdot 4fS th^ pK^k di«KnHlrs^. 

. Tbtre in two v«y difife*erit i<rt*p*^tibtt§, 
^ ffiijoh tbd woitl» afe dSipOMr dtid ¥kiy Ai^t 
}Mk df i^bitm WHiA befot^ yon, titiity^ tki^ 
adopt eitlie^, e^ jr^ thifik fit$ ^ i^vt^h fejecit 
^MMi bo^ if y^fdo HM fud them isidide^tly 

To ^^k you to go along with me in what 
follows, aitd t6 jttdge 6f ^itfcet interpretation, 
trhethet it be retsonable ol* n^t, it is necessary 
to cmn your attention to the preceding verses of 
this chapter, to which the text refers, and by 
which it is introduced. 

Oar blessed Lord (for the words, I am about 
to explain, are his) had been discoursing to his 
Disciple* Oik offtncesy or scandals; that is, 
iftch iMtto^res of ifl-conduct^ such indulgences 
cif any favourite awd vicious inclination, a* 
tended to obstruct the progress of the Gospel, 
and were likely to preveftt either thenwelves, 

VOL. VI. M 
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or others^ from embracing,' or holdit^ fas^ 
the ikith. Such o0enees, it was fbreseeoy 
would come : but ivoe to,thaf man (as we read 
in the parallel passage of St. Matthew*s Gospel) 
h/ whom, the offence comethi^. i 

And, to give the greater effect to this sala-^ 
tary denunciation, our Saviour proceeds, in 
figurative, indeed, but very intelligible terms, 
to enforce the necessity of being on oUr guard 
against such o^^ence^, what pain soever it might 
cost us to subdue those passions, frcmi which 
they^were ready .to spring. No virtue of selff 
denial was too great to be attempted in such a 
cause. A hand, Vijoot, an eye, were to be 
cut off J or plucked out; that is, inchnations, as 
necessary and as dcsLt, to us, as those members 
of the body, were to be suf^ressed or rejected 
by us, rather than the tvoe, denounced against 
the indulgence of them, be incurred. This 
woe is, that the offenders should be cast into 
hell-fire, where tJieir worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched : and it is subjoined three 
times, in the same awful words, to so many 
instances of supposed criminal indulgence, in 
the case alledged ; or rather, to one and the 
same species of ill-conduct, dilEbrently modified, 

P Matt.- xyiii. J. 
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and, to make the greater impression upOnus^ 
represented under three distinct images^ After 
the last repetition of it, the text immediately 
follows — -for every one shall be salted withjire^ 
and every sacrifice shall be salted vHth salt. 

I. Now, taken in this connexion, the words 
may clearly, and, according to our ideasj of 
interpretation, most naturally do, admit this 
sense; that the offenders, spoken of, shall be 
priesetred entire to suffer the punishment 
threatened, though it might seem that thfey 
would, in. no long time, be totally destroyed * 
by it: as if our Lord had expressed himself 
thus-r-^' I have repeated this woe three "^times^^ 
to shew you the degree and duration of it, as 
well as the certainty of its execution ; tlie worm 
shall not die^ that is, the sense of suffering 
shall continue, even in circumstances, which 
may seem proper and likely to put an end to 
it : for such, as are worthy to be cast into this 
fire, shall be salted, or preserved from wasting 
(salt being the known emblem of incorruption^ 
and thence of perpetmty) by the very fire 
itself; And [you may easily conceive how this 
shall be, for'] every sacrifice, the flesh of 
every animal to be offered up to God in your 
Jewish sacrifices, is kept sound and fit for use 
by being (as the Law directs in that case) 

M 2 
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saked with saM.. Just so, tiiejEne £^^€^shall act 
on these victims of the divioe justice: like^o/^, 
spriakled on your legal victims, it shsdl pre* 
strve these oflfeaders entire, and in a perpetual 
capacity <^ subsisting to that use, to which 
they iaure destined.'* 

Now, if such be the sense of the woids, they 
contsdn the fullest and most decisive proof <tf 
that tremendous ckxrtrine, the etermty qfjk^ 
ture pumshmewtSj which is any where to be 
met with in Scripture. For the words/ being 
giv^n as a reason and explanation of the doc^ 
trine, are not susceptible of any vague inter- 
pretation, like the words eternal or ever* 
lasting, in which it is usually expressed ; but 
must necessarily be uncterstood, as impl3ring^ 
and affirming the literal truth of the thing, for 
which they would account. And, this being 
supposed, you see the use, the unspeakable 
knportaiice, of this text, as addressed to all be- 
lievers in Jesus. But, 

II. Tliere is another sense, of which Ae 
text is capable: and, if you think it not allow- 
able to deduce a conclusion of such dreadAit 
import from words of sin ambiguous signi0ca* 
tion, you will incline perhaps (as it is natural for 
us to do) to this more favourable interpretati<m^ 
which I am going to propose* 
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I oh^imi, thiat the tc^t^ als rie^d in con- 
nexion with th? preceding verse, is taost na» 
turally, according to our ideas of interpretation^ 
to be nndetstood, as I hare already ^plained 
It. But, what is the most natural, according 
to our modem rules and principles of construc- 
tioh> is not always the true, sense of passives 
iti ancient oriental writers (wh6 did not aflfect 
our accuracy of Connexion), and particularly 
in the writers of the New Testament. 

To give a remarkable instance in a discoutse 
of our Lord hiniself. H^ had prescribed to his 
disciples that form of prayeir, which we know 
by the name of the Lord's prutfer,^ consfsting 
of several articles ; the last of which is — Jbr 
thine is the kingdom^ and the power and the 
glory for ever % Now, to this concluding 
sentence of his prayer he immediately sub-* 
joins these words — for if we forgi'i^e men 
their trespasses, your Heavenly Father unll 
also forgive you. But, from the illative par- 
ticle, for, according to our notions of exact 
composition, was to be expected a reason, or 
illustration, of the immediately foregoing 
clause, the do(votogy, which shuts xip this 
primer: whereas^ the wcardsi whi<^ that par-^ 

q Matt. vi. 
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tide introduces^ have respect to aqother and 
remote clause in the same prayer, namely^ 
forgive us our debts <is we for give our debtors^, 
and express th^ groujid, and r^ason^ only, of 
that petition. 

In like manner, the illation expressed in the 
text-r— FOR every one shall be salted u^ithfre^ 
and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt-^ 
—may not be intended to respect the pvece^ing 
words — ivhere the worm dieth not, and the 
f^f^ is not quenched' — ^^biit something dse, 
which had been advanced in our X^ord's dis-* 
course, though at some distance from th6 text; 
and j^ossibly, the general scope or subject of it. 
Consider, then, what that subject is. It is 
necessary, our Lord tells his disciples, for 
such as would . escape the woes, threatened, 
and approve themselves faithful, followers of 
him, to subdue or renounce their niost fa- 
vourite inclinations, by which they might be, 
at any time, tempted to offend, though the 
pain of this self-denial shoijld be ever so grievous 
to them. 

To reconcile their minds to this harsh doc- 
tmn^, he may then be supposed to resume that 

r Ver. 12. 
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topie, to^'lfd jW^ ihe Jtlvicfe, 'WMtfh, with 
so mueh lip^arent ^ivepity; Re hiii ^t^^them: 
Airf thien we mayconceivehim fo'Sjpedc: to thi? 

*^ I hare said, yon must hotregardthe uw- 
exMme^^ Vwhieb the conduct, I cequti*^ <rf y6u, 
will probably occasion. For every onCy thit 
is, every true Christian, even/ one that is con- 
scicrated to my service, and would escape ihe 
punishment l^y ^re^ in the world' to come,' 
shall }>e salted with fire^ in the present world; 
that is,' shall be tried with sufferings' of one 
kind or other^ can only expect to be continued 
iii a sound and uncorrupt state, by affiictvom ; 
which n^uSt 'search, cleanse, and puriiy your 
lives and minds, just asj^re does those bodies, 
which it refines, by consuming all the dross 
and refuse, contained in them. The process 
may be violent, but the end is most desiraible, 
and' even necessary. And, that it is so, ye 
iriay discern from the wisdom of your own 
Law, wKibh ' Inquires that everj/ sacrifice^ fit 
to be oflTered up to God in the temple-service, 
shall be sklted with salt; that is, preserved 
from putrefaction, and even all approaches to 
it, by the application of that useful, though 
corroding substance. Now, the Jire of afllic- 
tion shall be to your moral natures^ what salt 
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of f9igr«g^ Q^t qf $|^q9, a^ js% k^ tfcwR 
clean and untainted ; as is fit, considerii^ 4m 
heavenly use that is to be made of them^ it 
hms y<W di^, ^nd #«ei» int^^rwt, te pitsent 
th(ein/93 amcrijfiipe ^qi^ptohh 9>mi^^lphaiit^ 

^n this wfiy, ypn see, the text is reasonahly 
explained of woro/flfi^cip/iw iatti^WorW, np^ 
of future /?uni?Awen^ Wh*t w^^i^^tiw^g^ 
to. occasion some Uttle difficulty,; qiv^ at loiil^^ 
particularity^ in the mo(fe of ^ii^frii^, is, ihul^ 
qm metaphor ^eeps Uei:e, emplcgr,^ to e&plaia 
QWtfier. But we i^bwld j^tlA§raj^iw!epw5 of 
the twQ metaphors^ ^s emp^oyoctj^: jointly aatt 
severally^ to ex,pre3S tl;ni3 ^c^r^ ^^ipient-*^ 
' Thatiiffli^tion contrijtnitee^ to, jf^rve.wd imr 
pipv^ oi^ virtujB.' Th^ iJlusion^tp tfh^ ^!^t» 
of J?fl/jf wasexce^inglj obyriousi.aj^d natural, ia 
th^ipputh of ^Jci^, addi)^^iiig hu^^ 
Jews K Not bat it waf cpom^oj^ij enpugb, tpoj 
in Gentile writers'*, ^d tb^. ol^ex^allu^pi^ 
to the ejBects of Jive (thougjti th?^ two figu^s 
ai:e in a'mamier run together by speaking of 

5 Ptiil i¥. 18. • ' 

t Sefc IWiitby in loc. "' .-.'..* 
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tbe sitbftct^ to whidi they are applied, a^ 
sedttd with fire). This alliuion, I sajr^ to^re^ 
ie jtittified by the famiUBr use of it, in the sa^ 
eved writings. For thus we are told, ihatjire 
WMSt try, eveij/ marCs work •-—that biir^/ai/A 
is tried, as gold hjf Jire ^ ^ — that ajierjf trial 
must fry ti*«-r— that, as gold is tried in the 
Jire^ so are acceptable men in the furnace of 
eutversiiy ^ '^^ and. in other instance. 

Of both thesQpfiatural imager,, it may be 
afiiraaed, that they are not unusually applied 
to moral subjects : and, if we thus apply them 
in the text, the y:$e to ourselves, according to 
this interpretation^ is considefable and evei\ 
important ; no less, than the seeing enforced, 
in the mQst lively manner, a<id< by our Saviour 
himself, this great mpral and evangelical lesson 
— t/uit the virttie of a good mind must b^ 
maintained at whatever exp^snce of trouble and 
self denial — and for this plain rej^on„ because, 
though no cfiastening for the present seem to 
bejoyom, but griepoifs ; nevertheless^ qfJter^ 
ward J it yieldeth the peaceaMe fruit of nights 
eousness unto fhem, which, ar^ exerciee4 
thereby^. * 

» iCor. iii. 13, ^ 1 Pet. i. y. 

' € 1 Ptet. iv. 12. i Ecdes. u. 5* 

« Heb.xii. U 
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Arid, that such is probably the' true seusi^ 
of the. text, ive have been considering,^ may 
farther he concluded hom the light it throws 
on the following and last verse of this chapier; 
the meaning of -which will now be very plain 
and consequential, as m^y be shewn in few 
words* 

For, having spoken of Christian discipline 
under the name of salt , which jore^erre^s what 
it searches^ our Lord very ftaturally takes ad- 
tantage of this idea, and transfers the appel-' 
ktion to Christian faitky which was necessary 
to support his followers under that discipline, 
and has this property, in common with salt^ 
that it gives soundness and incomiption to the 
subject on which it operates* Salty says he, is 
good : but, if salt have lest its saltness, wh&rr" 
with ydll ye season it ? That is, Jaith in me 
(for by salt, you easily perceive, I now mean 
that faith, which' is your true seasoning, and 
can alone maintain your firmness and integrity, 
under al! trials ; this Jaith, 1 say) is a salutary 
principle : but take notice, if you suffer that 
principle^ so active and efficacious, to decay 
and lose its virtue, there are no means left to 
retrieve it. Like ^a/^, "grown insipid, it.c^n 
never recover its formejr quality, but is for ewr 
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woHhkss and useless ^ Therefore, adds he^ 
tafcc care to havey that is, retain, this saUy this 
good seasoning of your Christian piincipks,' in 
yowrselves ; which will preserve you incorrupt, 
z^ mdm)iduals : and, zs^alty from its necessary 
use at ithe table, is further an emblaii,of union 
and friendship, give prorf of these principles 
in your intercourse with all Christians, so as to 
keep peace one with another ; for, by this^ 
reasoning -of peace, ye will best preserve your* 
selves entire, zsabody of meuy or society s. 

We see, then, that understanding this^r^^ 
with which every one shall be salted y of the 
fire of afHiction only, which, like salt, is to 

i Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 

& The diffieulty in the twd concluding vei-ses of this chap- 
ter^ arises from a innaiMf of imagtnatifm in the pmsuit and 
application of metaphors ; a &culty^ in which the Orientals 
excelled^ and delighted. They pass suddenly from one idea 
to another, nearly, and sometimes, remotely, allied to it. 
They relinquish the primary sense, for another su^ested 
hyit5 ahd Without giving any noticei as we should do, 
of their intentioutr* Those numerous refected l^hts, as we 
may call them, eagei^ly catched at by the mind in its train, 
of thinking, perplex the attention of a modem reader, 
and must be carefully separated by him, if he would see 
the whole scope and purpose of many passages in the sacred 
writings. 
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try and preserve the moral integrity of ^11 he* 
lievers^ and not of the Jife whkh dieih ndt, 
and, according to the former interpretation^ 
uros to preserve offenders in a perpetual capa* 
city of enduring future punishment ; sunder* 
standing/ I say^ this metaphor in the former 
sense^ we have an easy^ degant^ and extremely 
useful sense in the words of the text : a senses 
which perfectly agrees with what precedes the 
text^ and ilhistrates what follows it : whereas^ 
in the other way of explaining these words^ it 
will be difficult to shew their coherence with 
the subse(]uent verse^ though they admit ah ap- 
plication to the foregoing. 

On the whole, I leave it to yourselves to 
judge, which of the two interpretations, now 
proposed to you, is the proper one. I know 
of tio other, that so well deserves your notice 
as these two : and, if either of them be admis^ 
sible, we have gained the satisfaction of under- 
standing a very obscure passage of holy Scrip- 
ture. But we liave gained more^ than this: 
for, whichever we prefer, a momiehtous infer*' 
ence may be drawn from it. Either, we rtittst 
resolve to stick close to our Christtian faith 
AND PRINCIPLES, as the only means of preserv- 
ing our integrity, and making us fit for the 
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favour of God, to whatever trials of any kincl 
they may expose us : or, we shall have to 
reflect, what suffering, terrible beyond ima- 
gination, is reserved for obstinately impenitent 
and incorrigible sinners* 
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PREACHED FEBRUARY 9, 1766. 



Hal. vi. 3. 

If a man think himself to be something j when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

X HIS is one of those many passages in the 
sacred writings, in which the simplicity of the 
expression is apt to make us overlook the 
profound sense contdned under it. Who 
doubts^ it may be said, the truth of so general 
an axiom, as this ? and what information, worth 
treasuring up in the memory, is conveyed by it? 

In answer to such questions, as these, it 
may be observed^ That the inspired writers 
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lire not smgular in this practice ; the morai 
wisdom of all nations^ and, in particular, that 
of the ancient Pagan si^s (Whom iifk$e ob- 
jectOTs, no doubt, reverence) being usually 
oonreyed in such large and general aphorisms : 
and, further, that many good reasons may be 
given for this mode of instruction. 

First, the necessity of the thingy in times, 
when men have not been accustomed to refine 
on moral subjects : it is also necessary in ano- 
ther sense, in order to convey the rules of life 
in some reasonable compass. Good sense ih 
moral matters is but the experience of observ- 
ing men, the result of which must be given 
in compendious parcels or collections ; other- 
wise the memory is loaded too much ; besides 
that neither the leisure, nor the talents of those, 
for whom these lessons are designed, will serve 
for nicer disquisitions. 

Secondly, if this mode of teaching were not 
necessary, it would still be preferable to any 
other for its own proper dignity. A philo- 
sopher in the schools, or a divine in his closet, 
may deduce the laws of morality with a minute 
exactness. But the authority of an Apostle 
disdains this care, and awakens the consciences 
of BTien by some genera^l precept^ by some large 
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8iitd eomprehensive observation. It becomes 
tbe majesty of his dimeter to deliver the 
pnncipleB of right condact in Jem and weighty 
words I his preoepks zr^ Laws ; and hisobser- 
yationsy Oracles : it is for others to ipecolate 
upon them with curiosity^ and draw Ibein.ont 
into systems. 

Thirdly^ sometimes the very i^re» of a 
writer leads him to generalize 1m obserratioils. 
It v^ when a mofe cfirect and poiiited maimto' 
would press too closefy on the mind^ aad, by 
jnakiBg the application necessary^ mdisposew 
to conviction ; whereas, when a reproof pre^ 
sents itself in this form, \em o€fence is likely to 
be given by it^ the app&catton being left, in a 
good diegree, to ourselves. 

This last, we shall find, was the case of St. 
Paul in the text ; in whose behalf, therefore, 
we need not, in the present instance, plead the 
necessity, the convenience, or the dignity of 
this method of instruction ; though these rea- 
sons, we see, might, on other occasions, be 
very justly alledged. 

For, to come now to the aphorism in the 
text — If a man tMnk himself to he samefhijigj 
whe^ he is nothing, he ^eceiveth himself ---^zs 
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trivial as tiiis general truth may appear at first 
sight, we shall perceive, by turning to the conr 
text, thai the inspired wntei* applies it iVith 
infinite address to mortify the pride of some 
persons, against whom the tenour of his dis- 
course is there directed. For certain false 
teachers, it seems, had very early crept into 
thlB churches of Galatia, who arrogated a su- 
perior wisdom to themselves, and, on the cre- 
dit of this claim, presumed to impose the yoke 
of Jewish ordinances on- the Grentile converts : 
m direct opposition to the injunctions of the 
Apostle, who had lately planted these churcheU; 
and in manifest violation of Christian charity, 
which forbad those grievous burthens'to be liid 
on the consciences of believers. ^ 

One natuml feature in the character of these 
vain-glorious boasters, was the contempt with 
whieh they treated the more infirm Christians, 
aiid the little consideration they had for such 
of tlietr brethren as happened to be avertaketL 
^Uh any fault. This proud, unchristian teml- 
jper hfe therefore takes upon him to correct -4 
Brethren^ says he, if' any man he overtakeii 
with afomlty you, that ate spiritual, restore 
such a one in the fptrit of meekness^ cohsi^ 
imk§ thps^tji lesi thcfu htio'M tempted : BeS 
yk 6hean&tmf''s hwrdtfd, md Sf^lftW^m 

VOL. VJ. N 
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of Christ. And then follows the dbservation 
of the text —for^ if a man think himself to he 
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
Tiimself: leaving the conceited Doctors and 
their admirers to apply these general words, as 
they saw fit ; but clearly enough pointing to 
some persons among them, who took them-- 
sefves to be something, and yet miserably de- 
ceived themselves, in that, indeed, they ti^ere 
nothing. In what respects their conduct 
shewed them to be so, he leaves to their own 
sagacity, quickened by . the poignancy of thi& 
Cjovert reproof to find out. 

Such is the Apostle's address in this divine 
admonition ; and such the force (the greater, 
for th^ address) of the reprehension conveyed 
in it! 

But now, what those respects are, iti which 
these sufficient men shewed themselves to be 
nothing, though St. Paul thought it not fit to 
specify them to the Galatians, it may be use^ 
ful to us, as it certainly is left^ree for us, to 
inquire. 

First, then, their, very CbncetV was a cer- 
tain argument of their FoUy. For, wkat surer 
ifidication of a weak and shallow man^ tfaaa 
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his jironeness to think highly of himself ! Wiae 
men understand themselves at another rate* 
They are too conscious of their own infirmities; 
they know their judgment to be tpo fallible^ 
their apprehension too slow, their knowledge 
too scanty, their wills too feeble, and their 
passions too strong, to give way to this insolent 
exultation of heart, to indulge in this conceit 
of their own importance, and ipuch less to form 
injurious comparisons between themselves and 
others. They understand, that the only ques- 
tion is concerning the different d^rees of weak^ 
ness and imperfection; Olid that, where the 
best come far short of what they should be, all 
pretence of boasting is cut off. 

Secondly, these superior airs of importance 
were unsuitable to the nature of their religion, 
and shewed how little proficiency they had 
made in it; because, as Christians^ whatever 
light and knowledge they laid claim to, they 
must needs confess was not their own, but de- 
rived to them from above. All, these spiritual 
nien could pretend to know of divine things, 
had been freely and solely revealed to them by 
the Spirit of God ; a distinction, which ought 
indeed to fill their hearts with gratitude, but 
could be no proper foundation of their pride or 
yain-glory . For, as the Apostle himself argues 

N a 
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% aaoilAier place, fPio maketk thee to digkr 
finm muaker? And what kast ikou^ which 
^dm diibt vM receive ? No», if thou nUdit 
receive U^ why iosl thou ghry^ M ^ thou 
htdHmetrecdtedit^f 

Wkaterar temptation, dierefow, tliefre migkl 
be (5 ^ poor ram heathen to pride hitnfleif in 
Iris jMttance of knowledge aaf virtue, a Cukls^ 
TiAN 9lu>ukl^ by the veiy principles of his 
rel^on, be more modesty and a^ribe his pit>- 
ficiencf iit eidier, not to himsdf, but to the 
mdulg^it fkt^onr and good ples^re of God« 

Thirdi-y, these boasters betrayed themselves 
by the fruits^ which this self-importance pro^ 
doeed, [lianidy, their contemptuous and un- 
fedkig treatment of dieir brethren under any 
in^tahecf of fheir weakaesi^ and frailty, ^dch 
lidiaTiotir was doubly ridicidous : ^/&'^#, as it, 
impli^ an ignorance of their own infirmity, 
and liableness to temptation; and, /Aen, as it 
atgoed a total want of Charity^ the most essen- 
tial part of their religion, without which a ihait 
'vs nothings whatever gifts and graced of other 
Innds he may possess ^ 

» 1 Cor- w. 7' - *> I Cor, xiil 



Digitized by 



Google 



Toxj^TnhXf whatevw merit a man may pos- 
sess, thif fond complacency of min^ can hiudly 
fail to deprive him of it* Fw this conceit c^ 
liis own sufficiency put^ him o^his guards ail4 
mal^? hirni more liable to fell into any miscan^ 
duct^ yvl:^en» i^pprehendipg nQ4anger to him- 
selfj l^e empl<>ys m[> ^aEte i just as nothing h 
OQ^e f;|ta^ to ap^np^^y^ than a cofijfldence in its 
^wn ^tr^gth, inducing a neglect of that watchr 
fulness ^nd di^cypiline, hy which alone jtU s^c«Ut 
nty can be ms^i^^ined. 

This sufficiency alsp ^ads to ignorunce, ai 
well as misconduct, by cutting off all hopes of 
further improvement. For he, that is proud 
of bis own k^iQwledge, is npt anxious to extend 
it; .9nd^ indeed^ does not easily apprehend 
tbeve if much room or occasion for his so doing* 
]!fow, from the mctment a man sitands still, and 
interruptsf hi^ intellectual^ as well as moral 
course, by the known constitution of things, he 
necessarily goes backward; and, for his just 
punishment, relapses fast into that ignorance, 
in a freedom from which he had before placed 
his confidence and triumph. 

liOstfyj this presumptuous conceit islbelj/ed 
in the event, I mean in the opinion of those 
very persons, to whom the vain man w6uld 
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willingly recommend himself. For the natural 
eflfeet of such presumption is, to excite the 
contempt of the wise, and the envy of the rest. 
Men of discernment easily penetrate the delu- 
sion, and, knowing how little reason there is 
for any man to pride himself in his knowledge 
or virtue, are provoked to entertain an osten- 
tatious display of those qualities ivith that ridi- 
cule, it so well deserves : while the weaker sort 
always take themselves to be insulted by supe- 
rior accomplishments ; and rarely wait the just 
provocation of vain-glory to malign and envy 
those, to whom they belong. 

But the misfortune does not stop here. Con- 
tempt and Envy are active and vigilant pas- 
sions ; they are quick at esp)dng a weakness, 
and spare no pains to expose it : and where 
can this merciless inquisition end, but in the 
proud man*s mortification to see his best facul- 
ties slighted, or traduced, and all his imper- 
fections laid bare and exposed ? So good reason 
had the Apostle to warn the Galatian teachers 
against vain-glory, in the close of the preced- 
ing chapter — Let tis, says he, not he vain^ 
glorious, provohmg one another, .envying one 
another; an exhortation which Xhevain-gtorious 
among them should have listened to, even for 
their own sakes. 
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We see, then, that, in these several re- 
•spectSf a man, who takes, himself to be some^ 
things in effect proves himself to be nothing. 
So fuH of instruction is the plain unpretending 
aphorism in the text to the persons coh- 
cerned! 

The Apostle adds — that siich a man deceiv- 
ETH HIMSELF — which must needs be, and 
cannot want to be enlarged upon ; since it ap- 
pears in the very instances, in which his no* 
thingness h^s been shewn. ' The vain-glorious 
Christian is manifestly and notoriously deceived 
in thinlnng himself something — while that 
very conceit shews the contrary — while it . 
shews that he overlooks the very principles of 
his religion — while it proves him to be void of 
Christian charity, the very end of the coni- 
mandmeiit — while it betrays him into igno- 
rance and folly, and therefore tends to subvert 
the very foundation, on which his vain-gtory 
is raised — while, lastly, in the event, it de- 
prives him of that Vi^ry consideration to which 
he aspires. 

*^ Such ^ are the mischiefs of Self-conceit ! 
a vice, which Reason universally condemns^ 
but which our Christian profession renders 
tno^t contemptible and ridiculous. Even in 
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thepHtauits oS ^yimq^n Science, where Reason 
caij do most, all the e^orts of the ahle3t under- 
standing penetrjit^ but ?^ little way, ^^ know , 
enough of the nature of things, to s^rve th^ 
purppses of common life ; ^nd enojitigh of <Ae 
nature of mariy to discover our duty toward* 
each other. And within this narrow circle all 
our knpwledg^, be we as proud of it a^ we 
pleage, is cpnfin^. Clouds and darkness coyj&c 
th^ rest; and thi^ the ablest mei^. of all times 
have seen and confessed. !^f there be a m;an, 
v^hoi^ Heaven has formed with gr^t^ ]^W^V$ 
and stronger faculties than are (joflxmonly ^a^p 
Vfiih in the species, he is the jf^rf* to cKscover, 
and to lament, his own bljnduess and weak7 
ness : a Socrates and a Pascal have been con* 
sidered as prodigies of part3 apd ingenuity ; 
y^t, while the meanest Sophister is puffed up, 
with the conceit of his own knpwl^ge, thpsiQ 
divine men confess nothing so readily as theiF 
own ignorance^ 

And, if this be the c?t8p of human learning^ 
'what must we think of divine ? where ^eason^ 
teaches nothing, beyond the existence and at- 
tributes of God, and, as to every tbiijg else, 
without the aid of Rev^l^tion^ is st^rk-bii^d^ 
The things of God hnoweth njo man. hut the. 
Spirit of God — is an assertion, to whii^h^ com- 
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iriou ^ense and comujiop ^^periencf W^nX |ts^ 
§eiit. Yet shall every iclle Specut^tJ^, Hw> 
has but the coixfidence to call hi^$df 9^ F^Ueni 
fppher, tr^l; the divine ward, ^ ftwly a^ %oy 
ordinary sulgect; and pr9nounoe as p^r^i^pr 
t9rily of the repeal^4 ^^11 ^ God^ whi^h tfe* 
Angels theaijselve& adxi^re ia iiilence, a^ if i^^ 
knew for certain that his poor and scanty un- 
derstanding wascpmmensurate wifh the gp^^icils 
of the most High ! 

To these professors of Science, whetbef h^r 
nian pr divine^ who kqow sp Uttle of tbeoir 
eeiy^ J^s to presume they know every thi^ng, 
may the Apostle's aphorism be most fitly ^ 
flressed — If a man think himself to be sor^ 
thinly when he is nothing, he deceiveth himr 
,A^lff "^ ^^d> through all the simplicity of th^ 
expression, the goo4 sense of the obsenra^ip^ 
must be felt by the proudest imdprs^anding. 

Not, that the proper remedy for this evil, of 
Self conceit, is a vile subjection of the under- 
standing, which our holy Religion disdains, 
and to which none but slaves will submit — 
nor yet Scepticism, another vice, to which 
the less sanguine disputers of this world are 
much addicted — but a modest use of the &• 
culties we possess, and above all, charity/. It 
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is bnt another species of pride^ to pretend that 
we know nothing ; Christian humility is best 
expressed in referring, what we know, to the 
good of others. Without this reference, all 
our claims of superior wisdom are vain and 
delusive : for it is with knowledge, as with faith^ 
unless it work hy charity, it is nothing. 

To return to the text, then, and to conclude. 

Let the ignominy of this Self-delusion deter 
us, if nothing else can, from the unseemly ar- 
rogance, it so well exposes and condemns. 
And let us learn to revere the wisdom of the 
great Apostle, who, by couching so momentous 
an admonition in so plain terms, has taught 
us. That, as conceit and vain-glory terminate 
in shame and disappointment ; so the modesty 
of unpretending knowledge may be entitled tQ 
our highest esteem, 
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PREACHED MAY Ifc 1773- 



9 Cor. x. 13. 

ff^e dare not make ourselves of the number^ 
or compare ourselves, with some that com- 
mend themselves : But they, measuring 
themselves hy themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, ^.are not toise, 

J. SHALL not inquire, who the persons were', 
to whom these words are applied. It is enough, 
for the use I intend to make of them, to ob- 
serve, that they contain a censure of some 
persons, " who, conscious of certain advan- 
^^ tages, and too much taken up in the ' con- 
^^ templation of them, came to think Itetter of 
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" themselves^ and, consequently, worse of 
^ others, than they had reason to do ; demon- 
*^strating, by this, their partiality (as the 
" Apostle gentfy remonstrates), that tbe^ were 
^ not wiser 



But this censure admits a more extensive 
application. Measuring tkemsehes hy them-^ 
sehes^ and comparmg themselves among them-- 
selve^y whole nations, and even ages, as weft 
ift^ individusJs, are, sometimes, misled in the 
estimate they make of their own worth ; and 
never more easily, or remarkably, than whei» 
the object of their partial fondness is their pro- 
ficiency in hnmvtedge^ and, above all, in re- 
Hgious knowledge : for nothing flatters the 
pride of human nature so much, as an idea of 
superiority in the exercise of its best faculties^ 
ea4he noblest subjects. 

tt vKwM be easy to illustrate this obsei^va- 
tiop by n^any examples, that have occurred in 
the history of mankind, But on£, only, wQl 
sufficiently employ yo^r thop^ts at this tipni* ; 
^nd that one (to make it tiie more interesting 
wd useful) shall be t^ken from ovrse^v^. 

The improvements^ that h*ve been ms^e, 
Ipr two or three centuries p^st, ia dnnist evf^ry 
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art and teience^ seem toaudibnzethejpreieiff 
(Eg^ to diink with some respeqt^ of itself, k 
aeoording^y exults in the idea of its o^inrt wis*- 
dcun : ahd this country, in particalar^ which 
has contributed its liill shure to those inir- 
l^ro^^ements, may wdl be dmi^t as ibTwar4» 
as -any other, to pay itself this tribute of self- 
esteem. It would ndt be strange, if it appeared, 
on inquiry. That some presumption had, in 
-either icaae, been indulged ; and had even <i|pe- 
rated, according to the nature of pesumption, 
to the prejudice of that ^aim, which, with so 
much cottfkience, has been set up. But I ha^i^e 
ndW iff view, onljr, one effeid of tHis presump- 
tion ; I mean, the compldoency which mangr 
4;ake in stzppositig, l^sH the^^M^i^^og^e exceb 
equally in ^tred ahd sector learnings ;and, 
•with regard to oufrseiVes^ Tti^tour thecflogicd 
knowledge aa ttlucfa surpasses that of our ft)re»^ 
fathers at the Rteformation, as their know^ 
ledge did, the ^ick and gross ignorance of the 
monkish dges; 

It coficei^ii us, for more reasons ihan onMj^ 
*iot to mistake in this matter. The difeet way 
to decide up<Hi it, would, too doubt^ be, To 
compare the beat modem Writers^ with tha dblettt 
of those dmong tl^ Heformers^ oh the subJMt 
<tf religion. But, till yi lut^re^thekisuie « 
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curiosity to make this comparison for yom** 
selves, ye will pay some regard^ it may be, to 
the following considerations ; whidi, at least, 
I thmk, make it questionable, whether imr 
claims, in particular (for the inquiry shall, for 
the present, be confined to them), whether, I 
say, our pretensions to religious knowledge 
have not been carried too far. And^ 

1. One is tempted to ask, whcjther it be 
credible, that we of this age should have much 
advantage over our Reformers, in respect of re- 
ligious knowledge, when both had an oppor- 
tunity of deriving it from the same source ? 
Youf will apprehend the meaning of this ques- 
,tipn, if you reflect, that our Refoimers had not 
their religious system to fetch out of the dark 
roQs of ancient traditioh, and much less to 
create, or fashion |for themselves, out of their 
own proper stock of ingenuity and invention. 
JIad such been their unhappy circumstances, 
there would be reason enough to presume that 
their system was defective. For the first at- 
tempts towards perfection in any art, or science^ 
will not bear a comparison with those happier 
and more successful efforts, which a length of 
time and. continued application enable men tu 
make. But the case of those good va&ay we 
know, was wholly- different. They bad only 
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to copy, or, rather, to inspect, a coBsutnnmte 
model, made to their hands ; I mean, the sacred 
scriptures^ which lay open to them, as they 
do to us; and, being taken by them, as we 
understand they were, for their sole rule of 
faith, what should hinder them, when they 
read those scriptures, from seeing as distincdy, 
as we do at this day, what the Gospel-terms of 
i^alvafion are, and what the erudition of a 
Christian man should be ? 

Did the primitive Christians, a plain people, 
and taken, for the most part, from the lowest 
ranks of Kfe, did they understand their religion, 
when it was proposed to them, so as to have 
no doubt concerning its great and leading pri^ 
ciples ; nay, so as to be the standard of or- 
thodoxy to all succeeding ages of the Church ?' 
and shall we think that the ablest Doctors at the 
Reformation, when they had once turned them-;^ 
^selves to the study of the sacred volumes, 
could be at a loss about the contents of 
them ? 

" Yes, it will, perhaps, be said ; the primi- 
tive Christians had the advantage of reading the 
scriptures in the languages in which they were 
composed, or of hearing them explained, at 
]bast, by learned and well-instructed teachers : 
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Wherew, at the R^otmktion, thosS laingua^^^r 
Vir^re uii4^r8tood by ^w, or none ; and coh^- 
^ently^ in those days, there could benopS?- 
^tis sufficiently skilled in the sacred ^criptui*^ 
fe> ascertain their tnie moihirig."' 

But to this charge 6f ignorance you Will easily 
feply^ by asking, 

2. In the next plaice, whether it can consist 
with a known fact ^ namely. That the revival of 
letters had preceded the Reformation every- 
wh^r^, especially in England; and that the 
e^tieellent persons who took the lead in that 
Wdrk, were dll of them, competently, and, 
fcM^ of them, deeply, skilled in the learned 
latyguages ? 

Indeed, in the nattife of the thing, it is scarce 
^ssible, that the Reformers should be so little 
Ters^, as the objection supposes, in the ori- 
ginal scriptures. For, whether the new learning 
as it was called, had, or had not, been culti- 
vated, hefbre the Reformation began, we may 
be sUre it wotiM then be cultivated with the 
Utmost assiduity ; both, because it wa» a new 
learning, that is, because the charms of novelty 
^uld natiirally engage many in the study of 
it; and, because no step could be taken in the 
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Reformation, %viihout some proficiency in that 
learning. Now, ' if you consider, of wKat the 
human mind is capable, when pushed on by 
two such active principles, za learned curiosity y 
and religious zeal, you will conclude with 
yourselves, even without recurring to positive 
testimony, that the Reformers' must needs 
have made an acquaintance with the authentic 
textt such an acquaintance, as would let theiH 
into a clear apprehension, at least, of thos^ 
doctrines, . which ar6 the elementary , ds we 
may say, or necessary ingredients in the cbh^ 
stitution of a truly Christian Church. 

If. you hesitate* aboiit coming to this con-^ 
elusion, the reason^ I suppose, is, that you 
consider the Reformers as just then emerging 
from the darkness of Popery, and therefore so 
fer blinded by the prejudices of that church », 
or by their own ^ prejudices against it, as not 
to see distinctly, and at once, the true sense of 
Scripture, though they might be competently 
skilled in the learned langimges. And, pos-^ 
sibly, there is some truth, as well as plausi-^ 
bility, in this suggestion, as applied to the 

a As in the case of the realpre$eMe in the sadrament of 
th^ altar. 

h A8;in thJe case oi good worksk 
VOL. VU # 
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case of the foreign Protestant Churches, whu^ 
were formed with too much haste, and in a 
time of too much heat, to be quite free from 
all such exceptions. But, then, you will call 
to mind, 

3. Thirdlyy that the Reformation was not 
carried on with us in a precipitate tuniultuary 
manner, as it was, for the most part, on the 
Continent. On the other hand, it advanced, 
under the eye of the magistrate, by slow der 
grees ; .nay, it was, more than once, checked 
and kept back by him. Hence it came to pass, 
that there was time allowed for taking the full 
benefit of all discoveries, made abroad; for 
studying the chief points of controversy, with 
care ; and for getting rid of such mistakes, as 
might arise from a hasty or passionate inter- 
pretation of holy Scripture* In short, you will 
reflect, lliat, between the first contentions in 
Germany, on the account of Religion, and the 
final establishment of it in the Church of £ng<^ 
land, tinder Elizabeth^ there was the space of 
near half a oentury: a space, sufficient, yon 
will think (especially, if the activity of those 
times be considered) to admit all the improve^ 
ments ^^, h$^r.ning^ that were necessary to 
those who had the charge of conducting tbt 
Reformation; and all the deliberate drcum^ 
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^edtum, with which it was fit that so gr^at a 
work ^ould be finally completed* 

If it be said, ^^ that the Reformers are con-^ 
victed of Ignorance in one important part of 
scriptui-al knowledge, that of Tol^^ation, and 
that therefore, possibly, they have erred in 
others;*' I reply, that this subject had never 
been understood, from the first establishment 
of Christianity down to the aera of the Reforma- 
tion ; and that the mistakes about it had, 
chiefly, arisen, not from a want of seeing what 
the Scriptures had revealed, but of knowing 
how to reconcile the New Testament to the 
Old. If we are, now, able to do this, it is 
well. In the mean time, let it be acknow-- 
ledg^, that no peculiar charge of ignoranco 
can be brought against the Reformers for mis- 
apprehending a subject, not only difficult in 
itself, but perplexed with endless prejudices, 
and not yet, as appears, quite disentangled of 
them; After all, this doctrine of intolerance, 
though it unhappily affected the personcd con- 
duct of our Reformers, has no place in the 
Liturgy and Articles of our Church. 

Still, perhaps, the main point, on which, 
this question, concerning the comparative skill 
of the two periods, in matters of religion, turns, 



Digitized by 



Google 



19^ SERMON XIH. 

is yet untouched ; which is, Aat the amazing 
progress, confessedly made, since the aera of 
the Reformation, in all true Philosophy y must 
have contributed very largely to the increase of 
religious knowledge ; and that so much light 
of science,^ as we how enjoy, must have served 
to give us a clearer insight, than our benighted 
ancestors had;, into the revealed doctrines of 
Christianity. 

]&ut to this so flattering, and, at first view^ 
not improbable, assumption, it may be replied, 

4. In the last place, That the doctrines in 
question, being purely Christian^ that is, such 
as it pleased God to reveal to mankind con- 
cerning his eternal purpose in Christ Jesus, 
— ^that the doctrines, I say, having this original, 
and being of this hature, have, possibly, no 
communication with the discoveries of later 
times : that, of die divine councils, on such a 
subject, we could have known nothing, if the 
Revelation had been silient ; and that all we do 
know, when it speaks- clearest, is only what 
those councils are, not on what grounds of 
reason they stand; whether it be, that such 
knowledge is unattainable by our faculties, or 
that it was seen to be improper for our situa- 
tion : that> to say the least, all the efforts of 
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the ablest men to explain the peculiar funda- 
mental doctrines of our religion, on the prin- 
ciples of our philosophy, have not hitherto 
been so successful, as to make it certain that 
these doctrines are indeed cognisable by human 
reason: that possibly, therefore, those doc- 
trines are the objects oifaith, simply, and not 
of knowledge ; in other words, that they are 
no clearer to us at this day, than they were to 
those plainer men, who lived in the sixteenth 
century ^ 

c An ingenious writer, who appears not to have been 
hackneyed in the ways of controversy, and is, therefore, 
the more likely to see the truth, in any plain question of 
religion, as well as to declare it, expresses himself, fuWy, 
to the same eflfect — '* It is very weakly urged, that religion 
should keep pace with science InimproFement^ and that 
a subscription to articles must always impede its progress : 
for nothing can be more absurd than the idea of a pro- 
gressive religion ; which, being founded upon the de- 
clared, not the imagined, will, of God, must, if it attempt 
' to proceed, relinquish that Revelation which is its basis, 
and so jcease to be a religion founded upon God's word. 
God has revealed himself 3 and all that he has spoken, and 

^consequently all that is demanded of us to apcede to, is 
declared in one book, from which nothing is to be re- 
tr«nched, and to which nothing can be added. All thai it 
contains, was as perspicuous to those who first perused it, 
after the rejection of the papal yoke, as it can be to us 
NOW, or as it can be to our posterity in the fiftieth ge- 
NHRATioN. See A Scriptural Confutation of Mr, Lindr 

. se/$ Apology, Lond. 1774. p. 220. - 
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And now, if we recollect the substance of 
what has been said — That our Reformers had 
only to consult the Scriptures for a just idea of 
the Christian Religion — that they were likely 
enough to understand those Scriptures, being 
invited, or rather impelled, to the study of 
them, by the most active principles of human 
nature — that they could not hut understand 
those Scriptures in all the more important 
points of doctrine, which they had so much 
time and occasion to consider, and which there 
wanted no more than a common sl^ill in the 
language of Scripture to understand — ^and that, 
lastly, they could not have understood those 
points better y than they did, even with all our 
real or fancied skill in philosophy, because, ii| 
truth, philosophy is not applicable to those 
points, being matters of pure Revelation, and 
not susceptible of any additional clearness from 
the exertion of our best faculties, however im- 
proved : — If these things, I say, are put to- 
gether, we shall conceive it possible for our 
Reformers to have acquired such a knowledge, 
at least, of their religion, as not to deserve that 
utter contempt, with which, on a comparisou 
with ourselves, they are, sometimes, treated. 

But a single fact will, perhaps, speak more 
conviction to you, than all these general pr^- 
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^umptive rcfiaSonlngs^ When the questro)i is, 
flierefore, concerning the degree df religious 
knowledge, which such men as Cranmer and 
Ridley possessed, let it be remembered^ *^ That 
Erasmus (who lived and died before the Eng- 
lish ttefbrmation had made any considerable 
progress, and the benefit of all whose light and 
knowledge those Reformers, therefore, had) 
lliat this learned man, I say, had, in those 
days, explained himself as reasonably, on al- 
most every great tojMC of revealed religion, as 
any writer has since done, or is now able to do.** 

This Jhci, however, does not imply, that 
the age of the Reformation was equally en- 
lightened with the present ; or that the clearer 
Kght, we enjoy, is of no service to religion* 
Our improved Criticism has been of use in 
ascertaining the authority, and, sometimes, in 
clearing the smaller difficulties, of the sacred 
text ; and our improved Philosophy has en- 
abled many great men to set the evidences of 
revealed religion, in a juster and stronger light: 
but, with the doctrines themselves, our im- 
provements, of whatevier kind, have no con- 
cern. Be our proficiency in human science 
what it may, those doctrines are the same still. 
Reason, under any degree of cultivation, may, 
if we please to misapply it,, perplex and cor- 
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rupt our faith ; but y^n never be able to see to 
the bottom of those judgmentSy which are 
unsearchable, nor to clear up those ivaps^ 
which are pa^t finding out ^. 

To conclude: I am not, now, making the 
panegyric of those venerable men, to whom 
we are indebted for our religious establishment. 
They were our inferiors, if you will, in many 
respects. But, if, measuring ourselves by 
ourselves, and comparing ourselves among 
ourselves, we overlook their real abilities and 
qualifications ; if we pronounce them ignorant 
of good letters, because they lived in an age, 
which we have learned to c^I barbarous ; and 
ignorant of the Christian religion, because 
they were not practised in our philosophy ; we, 
probably, do. th?:m great injustice, and take> 
it may be, not the best method of doing ho- 

liaOUr to OURSELVES. 

^ Rgnv xi. 33, 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XIV. 



PR£ACH£D APRIL 27, 1766. 



St. M ARK^ iv. 24- 

Take heed what ye hear. 

Or^ as the equivalent phrase is in 

St. Luke, viii. i8. 
Take heed how ye hear. 

Faith, says the Apostle, cometh hy hearings 
and hearing hy the word of God\ The as- 
sertion was strictly true in the early days of 
the Gospel, before books were yet written and 
spread abroad for the edification of the Church. 
The inlet of faith was, then, the ear : through 
that organ only was conveyed, from the tongue 

^ Rom. X. 17. 
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of the preacher, the u)ord of God. But the 
case is much the same at all times ; even now, 
when books are enough multipHed, and per- 
haps more than enough, in the Christian world. 
For, it having pleased God, ^bat a standing 
ministry should be kept up for the instruction 
of mankind in the faithy and a tvoe being de- 
nounced against such, as have received this 
commission, and yet preach not the Gospd *>, 
the sole way by which ^iVA cometh to most 
men, and the principal, by which it cometh 
to almost all, is still that of hearing. It is 
still by the word preached, that men, in ge- 
neral, come to the faith of Christ, and are con- 
firmed in the profession of it. 

Our Lord, then, foreseeing how much would 
depend on this feculty of Itearing, and finding 
by experience how liable it was to be abused, 
thought fit to give his Disciples a particular, 
and what may almost seem a new, precept, foi* 
their conduct in this respect. The ancient 
masters of rhetoric, and of morals^ had £re- 
quently warned their scholars to take heed 
what they speak : but our Divine Master car- 
ries his attention still farther^ and while his 
ministers are required, to speak, as the oracles 

b I G«r. i«. IS. 
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ef Ood, the peopk afe very properly instructed 
by him, to take heed what they hear. 

Now, that this admonition may have its full 
elB^, it will be proper to explain the reasons, 
on which it is founded ; to lay before you the 
several considerations which shew of what in- 
finite concern it is to those, who he&r the word^ 
to be attentive in hearing, 

And it naturally occurs, as the 

I. First reason for this attention, th^t what 
is spoken, is delivered to them, as the wordoj 
God. 

When a person in high place and authority 
thinks fit to honour us with a message, though 
it be in a matter of no great importance, with 
what submission is it received 1 How diligently 
do we listen to it ! How circumspectly is every 
sentence, and even syllable, weighed ! We do • 
not stand to make exceptions to the messenger, 
who may have nothing in his own ^person to 
coiQmand our respect ; we do not much con- 
sider the grace with which he delivers his 
message ; we are not curious to observe in what 
choice or elegant terms it is expressed. We 
are ionly cor^cemed to know, that the message 
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has been faithiiilly related, and then a due re- 
gard is immediately paid to it. And shall God 
speak to us by the mouth of his ministers, in 
terms which himself dictates, and which we 
may verify, if we please, by comparing them* 
with his own written wordj — shall, I say, the 
God of Heaven thus address himself to us, and 
we not take heed what and hmo we hear 9 

Or, suppose the opinion of a man learned in 
any secular profession is reported to us, on a 
point which falls within his province, and of 
which it concerns us to form a right apprehen- 
sion. Is not such opinion received with respect 
by us, and studied with care ? 

And shall our Divine Master be negligently 
hearedy .when he condescends to instruct us 
in the way of life and salvation, a subject, of 
all others, the most interesting to us ; a subject, 
which he alone perfectly understands, and con- 
cerning which he will not and cannot mislead us ? 

Still further, besides the authority of the di- 
vine word, there is something in the nature of 
it, which deserves, and, if we be not wholly 
insensible, must command our attention. 

: For shall a little superficial rhetorick be list-' 
ened to with regard, perhaps with admiration? 
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And shall not the heart-felt truths of the Gos- 
pel warm and affect us ? Shall a few spiritless 
periods, ranged in measure, and coloured with 
art, mere sound and paint, throw an assembly^ 
sometimes, into joy or grief, or transport it 
with indignation ? And can we lend a careless 
ear to the word of God, which is quick and 
powerful^ and sharper than any two-edged 
sioordy piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit^ and a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart * ? 

Such is the attention due to the word of 
God, when acknowledged under that character. 
But 

II. A s£CONj> reason for hearing with caun 
tion, is, that the hearers are required to judge 
for themselves whether what is delivered to 
them be, indeed, the word of God. Without 
this care, impostures may be endless, and the 
effect of them fatal. 

When we give up ourselves with an implicit 
trust to others in mere temporal concerns^ the 
mischief, although considerable, may yet be 
checked by experience ; or, at most, as it re- 

c Heb. iv. 12. 
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spects this life only, is not. conclusive and 
irreparable : but in matters of religion, if we 
accept that as the word of God, and act upon 
it, which has no higher authority than the 
word of fallible and presumptuous men, we 
may be led into all the visions of feinaticism or 
superstition, and into all the crimes which so 
naturally spring fipom both, to the loss of out 
future, as well as present happiness. 

It pleased God, therefore, from the time 
that miracles ceased to be the credentials of 
his ministers in the Christian Church, to secure 
the faithful from these dangers by the guidance 
of the written Word ; in which, besides special 
rules there given for the trial of the spirits, 
whether tliey are of God, such general prin- 
ciples are delivered as may direct our judg- 
ment. And by the help of these, interpreted 
by ^e tenor of that word, and the analogy of 
Jkith, we may be secured from all deception or 
surprize. 

It is true, all men cannot apply these rulfes 
and principles, or not with full knowledge and 
effect. Woe, therefore, be to him who abuses 
the incapacity of such hearers, by obtruding 
on their easy belief his own fancies, as the doc- 
trines of God ! But to the abler hearers of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



irord^ to all^ iodeed^ who are competently im*^ 
ftruete^in their Religion^ the. task is notdifr 
ficult ta avoid gross and dangerous delusions, to 
det^roiioe for tl^mselves whether the doctrine 
Jk of G4fd, or not. This task, J say, is 9io# 
difficult; yet it implies care and circum^)ec^ 
tion; and the necessity of discharging it murt 
be allowed a good argument for taJnug heed 
V^iat we hear. 

III. AlMfther reason for this dil^nce in 
hearing is. That the hearers are expe^t^ and 
required tq pr^ b^ the word ^pohen. 

The word o/* im^dom and qf knowledge i^ 
ghen to every man to profit withal ^^ It i^ 
not a curious problem, a ilne lecture, a trial of 
lyit, or play of ingenuity, calculated to enter- 
^f^ us for the time^ and to be laid aside and 
forgotten by us again, when the occasion is 
over* The ministry of the word is of another 
kind, and destined to higher jMiiposes. It in 
an instrufnent of reproof, of exliortation, of 
instruction in righteousness* 7%e sword of the 
spirit is put into the hands of men for no endf 
•f pageatitry and amuflemMt. The minister 

^ 1 Cor. xa. 7. 
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ofGodiear^ it not in vain. He is entrusted 
with it to smite the hearts of the wicked^ to 
pierce through the souls of unrighteous men^ 
and to flash conviction in the face of unbe- 
lievers. It is an ordinance of God, by whictf 
he would humble the proud, and convert the 
obstinate ; strengthen the weak, and confirm 
tiie wise,, hearer. Whatever our condition, it 
is to be corrected or improved by the word of 
God; whatever our necessities, they are to be 
relieved by it. But every gift of the spirit, as 
well as faith, cometh hy hearing : and that not 
in the instant, but by degrees ; for the Gospel 
does not illuminate and sanctify men at once ; 
but by successive improvements, according to 
the care with which we listen to its admoni-. 
tions, and the impression they make upon us. 
flence it concerns tlie hearer, that nothing be 
lost, and that the good seed be not committed 
to the ground in vain. One truth received, 
prepares the mind to entertain a second ; that, 
a third ; and so on, till we become perfect in 
the knowledge of the faith. Our mcmd ad- 
vances are made in the same manner : one good 
resolution begets another, which again produces 
Succeeding ones, till, through several interven- 
ing states, we arrive, or almost arrive, at per- 
fect obedience. 
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' AUcl thk coiidideratioiiy 4n4^4) 90^9^ tp have 
tee^n imipiectiatdjr present to our Lord^jw^iea, 
1^ ^livered the admofiitiqn "in the text. For 
SO/ he coflfiw^^ts upon, aijtd enforces, h}s own 
Vfords;-- Take fie^d what ye hear : [for] with 
wiat measure i/emetey it shall Im measured to 

yfiU, and^ TO YOV THAT H£AI^, SHALL MORE BB} 

Givj^N : that is, plaiijy and certainly, your, 
proficiency in faith and virtue will depend upop 
the dqgri^e of ^^ttention ye pay tp my w;ord, and 
shall be,|>ropprtipned to it \ tlierefore it cannot 
be too strict and earnest. Nay, our Lord goes 
iarther, and in his jealousy, as it were, for the 
honour of the word spoken, threatens the;list* 
less hearer, that he sl^ould not only not advance 
in religious qualifications, but that he should 
even lose those^ which he already possessed. 
For he that hath^ to him shall he given: ani> 

HE THAT HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN 

AWAY EVEN THAT HE j^TATH. And this dispeur 
sation of Providence, as severe as it may seem, 
^s, I suppose, confirmed by too certain ex-r 
j^erieiM^, and is analogous to the rest of God,*s 
moral government. . \ . 

It is no slight matter then, how we hear. 
And let no idle prejudi<^s prevent or mislead 
Ujs. The preacher tif the Gospel may, on va- 

VOL. VI. p 
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riom pretence^ Ibe uaacoeptabteto w. Still, 
die Gbspel itself is not hU, but Ge^s^ 1 1» wbtiA 
no eircttfrwtence should indispose us. Najr, ite 
spite of this indisposition^ the preatker, if \¥e 
resohre to hear, miay profit us. For it is not^ 
I conteive^ without ei^mple, that suc^ bb come 
to amuse themttelteis widi a stated discourse^ 
or peidiaps to censure the discourser^ hare 
found' their hearts touched by the quickening 
power of the word^ and have} returned with 
serious thought and better resolutionB. 

This^ I say^ is not too much to expect firom 
the Gospel of Christy and the grace which at- 
tends it^ since we find it recorded c^ a Pagan 
moralist, that^ when a young reveller came, 
into his schodl^ flushed with wine^ and (as the 
custom of Mch was) crowned with flowers, and 
therefore in no disposition, we may presume^ 
to profit by his instructions $ the philosopher, 
however, chose his topics so Veil, and pressed 
th^m on his gay disciple with' such effect, as 
to send him away in a graver mood, and widi*^ 
out his garland ^ But, 



* ' ' ■ ' I potoi uft aie 

Dicitur ex ooUo.furtim (^orpaLsae corpfaif^ 
I^OAt^uain e9t impransroorteptus voce magiatri. 

Hor.3.Sat.uLtSi. 
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IV. The last and most important reason of 
all why we should give an attentive ear to^ die 
word of God^ is^ That we shall Jinalfy &r 
judged by a. 

If the Gospel had only proposed to inrtruct 
us in the knowledge of God^ that so we might 
speculate more ably on divine subjects ; or, at 
most, reier the knowledge we acquire to pre- 
sent use ; thoitgh it could not be denied that 
such purpose was an important one, 3ret, if it 
went no farther, we mighty if we could allow 
ourselves in such imprudence, make light of 
this, as we do of so many other kinds of in-- 
struction. We should be ignorant, indeed, 
and unacGomj^ished in a very sublime science ; 
but so we are of many others, and yet are 
contented to remain in that ignorance. .We 
might conduct ourselves foolishly and perversely, 
and might su^r much inconvenience, and even 
misery, for want of acting on the principles oi 
this science ; but so we do, in many other in* 
stances, for want of acting on the masims of 
art and prudence in the management of oijr 
common Concerns, and yet we make a shift to 
satisfy ourselves with our condition. But if 
the Gospel foHow us into another world; if 
this immortal volume must be laid open in the 
presence of men and angelic, and our eternal 
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doom pronounced out of it^ though Ure woUld 
not obey, or so much as listen to its. com^ 
mands, when they were, so earnestly, so re- 
peatedly, in this life pressed upon us ; if such 
be the effect of not hearings how shall we 
excuse but indifference in this respect, or what 
can support us under theo^nscioosoess of it? 

Hear then the awful sentence of Christ 
himself^ denounced in ihsd, Gqsp^-^-He thai 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not i»y. watdjs^ 
hath one that jtidgeth him; the wordi that 
I have sp6k&9y the same shall judge Mm at 
the last day ^. 

Go now, ye careless hearers, ye desj»sers of 
the word, and justify to yourselves, if ye can, 
your neglect and scorn of it ! 

When our Lord liimself timght in the 
streets of Jerusalem^ many a supercilious 
Pharisee, we may suppose, passed by, with* 
out so much as stopping to hear what this 
divine teacher had to say to them : others, if 
they^ve attention to his words, w^re only 
gratifying an idle> perhaps a malignant cu- 
riosity ; they sought occasion from what he 

^ John xil 4a 
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said to intfs^ihim in hi^ discourse^ t6 accuse 
him to the rulers, or tp vilify him in' the ^es 
of the people. Again : when this same doc- 
trine was taught by the Apostle Paul in another 
proud city, as proud of its philosophic schools, 
as Jerusalem was of its temple, many a con- 
temjrfudus sophist, w^ may believet, disdained 
to hsten at all to the foolishness ,qf preaching f 
and of those few who did, some, we know, 
mocked, while others negligently asked their 
companioiis, fVJiat would this babbler say 9 
But how will bothi these be astonished in the 
last day to find them selves judged by that word 
3ivhich they neglected, or contemned ; by that 
word, which tbey would not hear^ though 
it was brought home to their doors, or which 
they rejected with scorn, wheu they did 
hear it! 

Nor think, because neither Jesus uor Paul 
hath preached in person to us, that therefore 
our case is much different. Jesus and Paul 
still speak in the ministers of the word : or, 
what if the speakers be widely different, the 
^ord is the same : this treasure we still have, 
though in earthen vessels s. Nay, in one re- 
spect, our guilt exceeds theirs. The Phari- 

S 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
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sees omd Philosophers were, alik^ ignorant 
and unbelieving. We profess to bum, and to 
beGeve. 

Ijet vSy thai, fake heed what we hear ; lest 
car knowleci^ and bdief add terrors to that 
day, when the neglected word shall sit in 
judgment upon us. 
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PREACHED NOV&M&ER 24, lt€$. 



Rom. tvi. 190 

Itvauld have you wise unto that which isgoocl^ 
^nd dmple concernhig eviL 

\JUR blessed Lord had given it in t^hSD^ge to 
his followers to be wi^ M 9&rpents, ^d harm- 
kss as d&vesK And the Apostle explains and 
enforces this command of his ftfastek*, when 
he enjoins us in the Words of the text, To be 
itise unto that which is good, and simple con^ 
tenting eviL 

I confiite mysdU; at present, to the former 
part of the text, and shall enqnire into, the 
properties or characters of Christian Wisdom* 

» Matth. X. l^. 
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This wisdom consists in the prosecution of 
what the Scriptures declare to be the true en^ 
of man, and by such meatus as they prescribe 
to us. _ . 

That end is the salvation of our pouls ; and 
Xhe means ^ which lead to it, are TArTH and 
OBEDIENCE. Thus f^x there i?an be no mis- 
take. The wise Christian is he w^io is intent 
on securing his eternal interest ; and who, to 
that end, fortifies his mind with a firm belief of 
the doctrines^ and conducts his life according 
to the precepts^ of the Gospel. 

I. But PERFECT WISDOM, which consists in 
a strict attention to these several particulars, 
and according to the trqe worth of eacA,;is 
rarely the lot of hup[iai[i nature. And there 
^re /m;o way«, in which we are most apt to for- 
feit c^ur pretei^sions to it. One is, when our 
niinds^ wholly taken up with the ultiinate 
X)bject of their hopes, neglect the means which 
are appointed to bring them to it : The otheR;^. 
when we rest in the intervening means them- 
selves, without 9 due r^rd to that^wa/ pur^ 
pose, for the sake of which they were apN 
pointed. 
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' 1. The FORMER of these defects we may ob- 
serve in those persons who, from a too warm 
and enthusiastic turn of thought, are for sub- 
liming all piety into the trances of mystic con- 
templation; as. if morality ^nd faith scarce 
deserved their notice ; and the beatific vision 
were as .well the object^ as end of the Christian 
life. .Here the fault lies in an impatience to 
come at the point we propose to. ourselves, 
witJKwtit observing the proper methods which 
are to put us in possession of it.; and is much 
the san^e phrenzy as we should charge on those 
travellers^ i who, being on their ,way towards a 
distant country, stop short in .the contempla^ 
tion of all the wonders they have heard re- 
ported of it, without pursuing their journey, or 
indeed without taking one step towards it, 

2; The OTHER defect of wisdom is seen in 
those less sanguine, and, in truth, lukewarm 
Christians, who do not, indeed, altogether 
neglect the subservient duties of their profes- 
sion, but, as not enough c6nsidering the prize 
of theit high calling, grow remiss in the exer- 
cise of them : in which they too much resenable 
those same travellers ; who, when taking the 
ordinary means of arriving at their journeys 
end, fell into an idle way of loitering on -the 
road, and use not, that dispatch and diligence 
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ill their stages, which an ettrnest eoftsideratioir 
of the end^ they have in view^ shcMild natumlijr 
inspire. 

IL But this duty of ChristisUF^ wisdom ii^ 
further violated, when, with a full respect ta 
our final hfi^es and expectatianSj and a ge- 
neral intention to pursue thmi by the meani^ 
appointed in holy Scripture, we do not, how- 
ever^ observe the due hounds andmemsures of 
ea<^ f that is, when, of die ituff appomted 
means^ of salvation, a pure fi^h^ and ri^ 
practice, we chuse to ourselves a fevourite, 
and incline too much to om^ at "die expence of 
the other. For^ » 

1. With regard to the distinct provinces of 
FAITH and MORALITY, ^e know there are those, 
who, provided they are but sound and orthodox 
in their opinions, that they give an entire as^ 
sent to the several articles of their creed, and 
submit their faith to the entire dittetioh of 
Scripture, tw perhaps of the church with which 
they communicate, suppose the a^ir of m&rUl 
practice of much less importance j and con- 
elude their devotion for this acceptable sacrifice 
of a right faith will excuse their making some^ 
what too free with the suticle of ohedie$u:ej 
Such persons there have been and still are in 
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all churches ; but we know what sect of Chris- 
tians is most deeply infected with this error. 

2. On the contrary, they who have shaken 
off this bondage of superstition, and have ob- 
served the mischi^s which arise in abundance 
from this exclusive attachment to creeds and 
confessions, are viry apt to run into the other 
extreme; and, because they find morality to 
be of eternal obligatioh> make the less account 
oi faith and right opinion. As the former 
excess is the peculiar disgrace of Popery^ this 
other has frequently been objected to Pro- 
testantism. Both are manifest violations of 
' Christian wisdom ; which, besides that it com^ 
mands an equal reverence for the two taUes 
of the divine law, should further instruct us, 
that as faith tdithoht works is vain, so go^ 
worJ^ themselves, unassisted and unsanctified 
by faith, are either not so perfect, or not so 
acceptable from us Christians^ as otharwiae 
they might be* Not to observe, that as the 
articles of our holy faith may be founded on 
reasons, which we do not know ; so the belief 
or rejection of them may have consequences, 
which we cannot foresee. 

III. And with this prqiaration, let us now 
descend to still more particular reflexions on 
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the duty which lies upon us to approve oui» 
wisdom in the public profession of that faith, 
and the manifestation of Uiat practice. Christ- 
ian wisdmn requires an attentive regard to the 
main end we have in view, and to the methods 
by which we are instructed to obtain it. But 
still there is great room for discretion to shew 
itself in the management and pursuit of those 
methods. One mamier of doing the good, we 
are appointed to do, will be preferable to dno^ 
ther. And it is a great part of Christian pru- 
dence to be ready and expert in discovering 
and acting upon that preference. This indeed 
IS a large field ; nor is it possible to enumerate 
all th« cases which fall within this province of 
true wisdom. But to prescribe to ourselves 
some plan, however defective, we may consider, 
that, if a constant regard be had to ourselves, 
to our own character and circumstances, our 
virtues will then be most graceful; if to the 
exigencies of the times 2Lnd places in which we 
live, most seasonable; and, lastly, if to the 
persons, conditions, and characters of other 
men, they will thus become most attractive 
and EFFICACIOUS* 

1. It was a point the masters of ancient wis- 
dom took a singular pleasure to inculcate, and 
we find an equal stresip laid upon it by. the sa^ 
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crid writers, that a strict decorum be observed 
in the exercise of our virtues ; or, in odier 
iVords, that the good we do be that whidt i&fit 
and decent, considering our circumstances and 
characters. Thus we find one set of duties* 
more especially recommended to the yo«m^, 
another to the aged ; some to jniicde persons, 
others to such as are in pldce and anth^rity: 
Different profesJsums in life have also difierent 
sets of offices belonging to them ; or in such as 
are comnuifi to all, propriety demands, that 
they be levidenoed in very diffi&rent manners: 
Thevirtdes We expect in the jooor »ea«, are 
humility, industry, and resignation. These too 
are virtues, from the obligation of which no 
fich man h exempted ; but it would be strangely 
misbecomngf if he did riot surpiasa the other in 
tcts of charity and beneficence. And in f aspect 
of the same cammon yirtv^y suppose cluxrity, 
what the one. would very commendably dis- 
charge by litde acts of service and assiduity 
towards his distressed neighbour, might require 
% very considerable expence of i^akh or labour 
in the other. 'Nay, the several' humouts and 
dispositions of men will occasion a diflference, 
if riot in the matter of their duty, yet ia the 
way in which it will become them to express 
it. An eminent moralist, indeed, carried this 
point of decorum very far when he wou<ld jus- 
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ttfy 80 bad tn action^ as stdeide, and which he 
ovnia he should have condenined in any other^ 
ftom the singular turn of Cata's temper and 
virtue^. But thus much may be said with 
great truth : that an action^ good in itself, may 
COJPoe with a better grace from one mxa than 
another. A lesson of good advice, for instancey 
mtght be ?eqnuite from the liveliest man to his 
friend; but it would have additional weight 
and propriety from one of a graver disposition : 
and certainly what the former could only hint 
with address, the laitm* might be allowed td 
enforce with much earnestness and authority. 

In short, if we study tmrs^ves, and reflect 
what our afc^ion, gharacteTy or nuture is, we 
shall best discam what the virtues are, and in 
what manner to be expressed, which sit most 
properly and^ace^% upon os^ And to give 
a diligent attrition to these is no mean part of 
moral wisdom. But, 

2» We must look beyond ourselves ; we musk 
consider what the cwidition of the times^ what 
tl^ state of the places in which we live, may 
require of us. I do not mean that rdigion is a 
ipatter of pqliof ; or that virtue is a mere heal 

b CicOff: L.i. c*3I. 
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coiJMlWeration, Btit when tUp qwstiw i% hew 
w« may do tbd: *u)^r good by o w reUgH^w oq 
nmn\. oonduct^.a prudent s^^commpdation of 
ouliselv^ to tia^e and plato wiU be vetry ne- 
Qe8»ry«. The primitive Chri»tia«s were nc* 
mstfii tmtQ that wUch ia good, whm they pr^ 
veiied the taruelty of their enemiei, and f>fibred 
theoaselves without cause to the tacks and ^e^ 
0S per$ecutioii. Nga? would they be \e^s bUmeK 
able^ wfao^ m a <:arele89, prophaae f^, wbM^ 
^iknoe would be readily taken for as$mtm 
whexk, not to profess the feith W9uld be ^cfmr 
itrued to renounce it, should, from a to^ 
scrupulous fesar of giving offence, forbear to 
make ail open confessioa of their ^igion. The 
exigencies of /eme^> we see^ aie very^difierettt, 
A wiM man would have efideavoured to oaode^ 
rate the exowsive seal, which prevailed in the 
Jbrmer of tb«e periods : he would apply hiin- 
self to raise aad quickest it, wer^he 4» god 
hims^ in the circumstances dQs<^ibed m th< 
ifltter. Or, to ei^plsin myself hy a oase which 
may atill pMse nearly alQ^t us. The«e was a 
fww, when the religion of our country con- 
sisted too much in a zeal lc»r miiliteUigible 

« S(^. tihe. atoq of lytusonin? Rufus inTacius^ l^ 
i;^,iii. C.8L 
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articles and superstitious ceremotties ; whcii 
Fopery had enslaved both mind and body, had 
bent the one to an implicit acquiescence in tbe^ 
doctrines of the Churchy and burthened the 
other with a constant unprofitable exffrcise of 
its worship* How then was the wischmof ei^ 
good man to express itself in these cipcum- 
stances? Iti dispeUing, it will surely be saidy 
the gloom of superstition ; in asserting the 
great prilrileges of natural reason, and in press-^ 
ing the obligation and necessity of a good life^ 
as of moi^ worth than all ceremoniab obierv> 
ances. 

This was the service rendered by the be»t 
men of those days to true Religion ; and tee 
Ibave reason to bless and revere their memories 
for it. But should the Kbferty into which- we 
tire called, degenerate into licentiousness ; 
should it ever be common for men, in the fear of 
heKeving too much, not to beheve what the 
Scriptures themselves plainly require of them ; 
and from the apprehension of relapsing mto 
their old superstitious practices^ to give little.or 
hq regard to the duties^ of external worship i 
should this at any time be the case, those truly 
wise men^ who laboured so profitably to check 
the o/Aer extreme^ would certainly, ihthisdiP- 
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feirent state of things, apply themselves with 
equal earnestness to corfect this. Not that their 
former practice was not good in itself, but that, 
by a change in the disposition of the times, it 
was now become less seasonable 4 

3. We are, lastly, to have a regard to the 
conditions, characters, and persons of those 
with whom we converse ; this attention being 
especially requisite to render our virtues at- 
tractive and efficacious. 

The philosopher that took upon him to dis- 
course on the science of war, did not enough 
consider his own character. If he chose to do 
this in an age which wanted no such instruc- 
tions, his conduct was certainly unseasonable. 
But when he presumed to instruct the greatest 
general and commander in tlie world, he de- 
served the censure which has disgraced him 
with all posterity^. A de(*oruni like this is 
required in our attempts to promote truth and 
virtue. To dictate in such matters to persons 
wiser than ourselves, or to persons, who by, 
their stations and characters should, in all 
reason, be supposed wiser, is a manifest indis- 

«l Cic. de Or. L. ii. c. 18, 
VOL* VK a 
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eretiony and can n^ver be attended with any 
good eonsequenees. Were toe ever so able to 
induct) or were thej/ ever so much in want 
of instraction^ prudeifhc^ would suggest a very 
different conduct. It wotild recommend to us 
all the honest arts of ii^sinuation and address ; 
it would oblige us to watch the ^test seasons 
and oj^iortunities ; or, perhaps, to content 
ompselves with the silent admonition of a good 
example. Or, were there nothing in the rank 
and condition of those we would work upon, to 
restrain us to this caution, we might even be 
required to shew a condescension to their very 
preju^es and humours. The errors of men 
;may sometiiaies be removed by arguing with 
them on tfieir own mistaken principles ; by 
allowing all that truth and reason will warrant 
to their ppinions ; by putting the fairesrt; con- 
struction upon their designs; by hinting ob- 
jections to their wrong tenets, instead of fiercely 
declaiming against them ; above all, by testi- 
fying a sincere disposition to advance truth and 
goodness, without any indirect views to our 
awn interest. Or, were all other considerations 
out of the case, we could never be excused 
from proceeding in the way of gentleness and 
civility, from treating them with due respect, 
and expressing the sincerest good-will to their 
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persons^ Be their moral or r eligioiis d^ecU 
what they will, we should hardly be wise; that 
18, we should take very improper methods of re- 
claiming them from either^ if we reproved with 
bitterness, advised with insolence, •r condemned 
with passion. In all addresses to mistaken or 
bad men, where our purpose is to inform or 
amend them, the gentlest applications art 
surety the best, because these excite no passidi 
to counteract their virtue. 

And now, at length, should it be asked who 
is that wis£ CHRISTIAN whom the text der 
signs and recommends to our imitation^ we 
are able to furnish^ at leasts the outline of his 
character. 

^^ He is one who sets before him the great 
END and prize of his high culling; who, in his 
progress through the various stages of this life, 
keeps in constant view the immortal happiness 
which his religion holds out in prospect to him 
in another: who, in humbly* adoration of his 
God and Saviour^ is content to wait the ap* 
pointed season which is to crown his hopes and 
expectations; and, for the present^ is. solli- 
citous to work out his sahotiom with fear and 
rtveroic^^ by an earnest appUcatioii of his 
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time and pains to those subservient duties, 
which are to qualify him for the cnjoymeRt o£ 
Heaven ; who subjects all the towering con* 
ceits of his understanding, to the doctrines of 
the Gospel, and the impetuous sallies of his 
will J to the ptecepts of it ; who makes no au- 
dacious separation of what the wisdom of God 
hath joined together ; but^ whilst he adores 
the mysteries of his holy faith, walks on in 
the plain and humble path of moral obedience. 
He is owe, who thinks it not enough to rest in 
the mere matter of his duty, but performs it 
in such a mani^er as will raider it most ex- 
emplary and efficacious^. He knows it to be a 
great precept of his religion, to see, that his 
good he not evil spoken of. He would not 
disgrace the best cause in the world by th^ 
neglect of those decencies, which, as he ob- 
serves, have sometimes the strange power to 
recommend the worst. The good he intends^ 
therefore, is attempted in such a way, as is 
most:BECOMiN6 of himself; most seasonable^ 
an respect of the opportunities which are ofiered 
to hini ; and jnost agreeable and persuasive 
to other m<Bn. In short, he is one who, 
taking Prudence for his guide, and Innocence 
for his companion, thinks himself secure in 
fiiese attendants ; and therefore neglects np 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XV. t29 

dccwmm, which the best philosophy prescribes; 
no at't, which the soundest policy suggests ; 
and no address^ which the poKtest manners 
recommend: and so, in the high emphatic 
sense of the words, approves himself a wise 
MAN ; wise unto that which is good^ to all 
purposes in this world, as well as in a 
better:' 
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PREACHED DECEMBER 1, 1765. 



Rom. xvi, 19. 

/ would have you wise unto that which is good, 
and simple concerning evil. 

In considering the first part of this precept, 
I endeavoured to give some general description 
of Religious or christian wisdom ; both in 
respect of the end it has in view, and of the 
MEANS employed by it : I farther exemplified 
dome of those subordinate ways, in which the 
prudent application even of those means is 
seen and expressed : And all this, for the sake 
of those sincere, but orer-zealous persons, who 
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^e 1^ to thkik that wisdom hadi little to ^ 
in ihe ^oseclition of honest mnd upright pur^ 

It wm remains to treat Ibaft t34:ber part trf 
the text, whioh requires us to be vn'McESTy 
as well as tvise^ to be »ihfle coN€l£a»iKG fivts^. 
Anfi this, perhaps, wiH be tliougfat the more im^ 
pot-tunt branch of the subject. For, g^^ftlty 
speaking, the ways of tvisdom^ when oisrpur>^ 
poses are the very best, are not only the most 
(el&ctuaj, but the safest and most oonvcnlent. 
So that prudenca is likely to ^ a !&T(»arit^ 
virtue with us. But tiie case is difienent with 
Mgard to simpUdty cencemhig evU; which n 
tyften found a faord and disagreeable injiuaotions 
OS it may happen to cross our passions and the 
tnore immediate views of self-inten^t. So that 
tbk 8IMPI.ICITY will somedmes seem, what the 
world is ready enough to call it, folfy : and 
therefore, for ihe credit of our sen^ as wdl 
as virtue, we should be well appdzed of the, 
worth and excellence of this Christiaii duly. 

The virtue of simplicity consists, in general, 
in following the plain ingenuous sense of the 
«»}nd ; in taking our measures according to iht 
dictates of conscience, and acting, on all oc- 
casions, without reserve, duplicity, or self- 
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imposture, up to our notions of obligation. . It 
is the office of wisdom to see that our con- 
science be rightly informed: But our inte-^ 
GRITY is shewn in doing that which conscience, 
be it erroneously informed or no, requires of 
us. It consists, in a word, in whatever we 
understand by .an Jionesiy of nature ; in ob-^ 
serving, universally, that which we believQ^ to 
be righty and avoiding what we know, or but 
suspect * to be wrong. 

This, simplicity/ of mind may be almost said 
to be borii with us. It is the bias of nature oa 
our young minds ; and our earliest instructions, 
as well as the first efforts of reason, strengthen 
and confirm it. But the impression lasts .not 
long. We are scarcely entered into life, when 
we begin to treat it as one of those childish 
things, which it is beneath the dignity of our 
riper age to be amused with. The passions 
put forth and grow luxuriant; and why, we 
say to ourselves, should this tender appre- 
hension of evil check their growth, and re- 
strain their activity ? We are now in the season 

* Bene praecipiimt, qui vetarit quidquam agere, quod 
.dubites> sequum sit an iniquum : aequitas enim lucet ipsa 
per se -, dubitatio cogitationem significat iojuriae. 

Cic. de Off. L. I. uk 
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of pleasure ^ and can there be any hurt in 
taking a little of it, out of that narrow path, 
which our early prejudices have prescribed to 
us ? 

# 
Still, as wc advance in years, fresh objects 
arise, and other passions engage tis in th^ pur- 
suit of them. Wealth and honour, or what 
we improperly call our interests, have now an 
ascendant over us ; and the passion for each is 
rarely gratified but at the expence of some 
virtue. And thus it comes to pass, that, thougli 
we set out in the world with a warm ^ense of 
truth and honour, experience by degrees re* 
lines us out of these principles ; and our hearts, 
instead of retaining that infant purity^, the 
grace and ornament of our nature, and whicli 
Christ , so especially requires ^ in the professor* 
of his religion, are all over stained with fraud, 
dissimulation, and disingenuity. We are even 
proud of the acquisition, and call it a knowledge 
of life : so dextrous are we in giving a good 
name to our worst qualities ! 

Biit effects follow their causes ; and the vice 
we are now considering is not the less opera- 

h Matth. y. 8. 
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five, nor the iess hurtful^ for the spiecicm^ 
terms in which We dress it up, and jpresent it 
to eadi other^ 

Of its malignity I shall give two or three 
mstances ; and^ to iit them the better for use, 
they shall be taken from very 'difierent quar* 
ters; from the cabinets t)f the wise^ cmd ifie 
schools of the learned, as well as from the vtd^ 
gajthamas^ careless and Ucentkms fnen. We 
•Wl team^ perl^ps, to rever^nbe the Apostte*s 
tfdvioe^ when we find that the neglect of it has 
mc^QAiADSo RfiLiGioK ; Hsi^AXSb MORXUTV^ and 

To begin with ah intftanee whkh sbeWs liow 
dangerous it istodepait from ihis HmpUeitf 
wneermng tvU^ v\, the great conoems of Rti-^ 

I, When the priest, the sage, and th^ poli- 
ticia,n joined together 4n the days of heathenismt 
to prppagate among the people a 8uperstiti<Mi, 
which themselves condemned and detested ; 
whe^ they did their utmost to ^j^port a sense- 
less, an immoral, an irreHgtous^ wor^ip ; when 
they strove, by every seducing artifice, to keep 
up that strong delusion, which God, in hi» 
just indignation^ had sent among them^ ta 
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believe a hfe^ (for such m its whde labrie intd 
coiiBtitution was the old Pagan idoktiy) when 
these ttien^ who hnew the truths weie yet oon^ 
tented to hold it in unrightttmsmess ; they be- 
lieved^ no tloubt^ nay, they made no ecrufite 
to boist^ that they bad aicted with consum*- 
tnate ptlideooe ; and thmt^ in sagcrific»ng the 
interests of Tdigioos troth (a small matter im 
their estimation) they had most ^flaotaaUy 
provided for the public interest. But what 
sentence does the Scriptmc pate on theli» men 
t>f ancieht and renowned wisdola? Why this 
Bev«e loid martifyii^ tme^ That ptqfstting 
them9ekes wise, they became Jeok^ And how 
widl th^'deserred this censure, wie-understal^iA 
from their own history ; where we read. That 
Pagan idofartry, thus conntenanoed and mp|^ 
ported, teemed with all Ihe vk^, of which out* 
depraved nature is capable ; and that the seve^ 
ral contrivances of its wise advocates to keep 
an impious and barefaced fidshoed in -o^edit, 
served only to produce, ^st^ a <su^PKswr, aa€ 
in die emdy an open ainl avowed tOMlPEJitT, iH 
all Heli^dii^ 

Hofrevidr, the 4nds of divine tDiaddm ^iMere 
grently promoted by tins sad expetienoeyrf hih 
manfefhf. For ChriMianity., whidi matte itft 
ap|]Kearatice iBt this juncture, femttd kaA easier 
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task to establish itsdf pn the ruins of a fellcny 
or fallmg superstition. J'ruth^ which had for 
so long a time been anxiously kept out of sight, 
was oow the more welcome to those, who wished 
her appearance. And the deteetion of those 
jprc^diane arts, which had be^ so manifestly 
'employed in that . service, disposed the most 
perverse or careless the more easily to reconcile 
themselves to her^ 

: And it woukl have been happy if the sense 
Df this advantage, which ih^ simplicity of 
truth obtained, in the first ages of the Gospel^ 
over all the frauds of imposture, had prevented 
Christitos from copying afterwards what they 
iiad so successfully contended against and ex- 
posed. Then . had a great dishonour of the 
Christian name been avoided. But that^ru^A, 
whose virtues are here magnified, must not be 
dissembled. The practice oi lying for the 
.cause of God, too soon revived,, and became 
too frequent in the Christian world. It is in 
-vain to think of diverting your mincb, more 
especially, from that great part of it, which 
has long since forgotten to be simple concerning 
eml. But true wisdom wiU ever be justified 
qf her children. These dishonest arts, which 
.<x>uld not support a bad cause, have been in-* 
jurious and dbgraceful to the best. TlMy havte 
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ODiTupted the ingenuous spirit of the Gospel^ 
they have adulterated the sincere word of. God; 
and, in both ways, have produced innumerafoie 
mischiefs, in civil and reUgious life. They 
have helped to bring into discredit or disuse a 
true Cfiristian temper ; and have unhappily 
created in the minds of many an undeserved 
prejudice against the Christian faith. 

II. But if these men have dishonoured Ue- 
ligimt, others have defiled morality ; yet botJt 
assume to themselves the title of wise men ; 
^d for that very reason, because they have 
departed as far as possible from the virtue of 
simplicity. 

And here your indignation cannot but rise 
more especially against a set of men, who, ap- 
plying the subtleties of school-philosophy totho 
plain fidenee of Ethics, have made as free with 
the precepts of the Gospel, as some others had 
idone with its doctrines. These men^ under the 
respectable name of Cascjists, have presumed 
to wind up^ or let down the obligation of mora) 
duties to what pitch they please. Such as have 
taken the stricter side, deserve but small 
thanks, for perplexing the minds of good men 
with needless scruples ; and discouraging the 
X€?5t with thpse austerities, which our Religion 
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|ia where coknmands^ and the condition of h^ 
man 1^ will not admit. But for tbat looser 
worty who by a thousand studied evasions^ qm^ 
lifications^ and distinctions, dissolve the force 
of every moral precejrf ; and, as the Phanaeef 
of old, make the word of God of none ejfeoi 
by their impious glosses, I know not what term 
of reproach you will think bitter enough for 
them. The sacred writers thought it sufficient 
to d^ver the rules of life in general terms ^ ; 
leaving it, as they well m%ht, to comoKm 
nenae and common honesty, to make the ap- 
pKcation of them to particular caaes^ as they 
ehanced to arise. But this officious sophistry 
intervening and perverting the ingenuous s^ase 
of the mind, instructs us how to transgress 
them all with impunity, and ^ren innocence. 
By the help of this magic, we may extract the 
Irting of guilt from every known sin; and, if 
we have but wit enough, may be as wicked as 
we please with a safe conscience. 

c To tht saHie purpose^ Seneca/ df the old heatlien 
yjUloiQphfirr : ' '^ Antiqi^ sApientia/* says ^^ ^^ nihil aUu^d^ 
qfj^ PACii^KPA et viTANDA, pi^i^cepit : et tuac loipgb 
li^liores ermt viri : postquam docti prodieninty boni de- 
sunt. Simplex enim ilia et aperta virtus in obscuram et 
solertem seientiam versa est, docemurque dlsputare, non 
i^wr^'^ 9tBeo. Ep. xor. 
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If the features of this comi|>t casuistry hav^ 
not been overeharg^d ; or, indeed, if th^re be 
any such thing in the world as a corrupt casnis*^ 
try, it may concern us to reflect, that this pest 
of society could not have arisen but from ^ 
<*ontempt of the Apostle's, role, qf being simpbi 
concerning eviL 

IH. Hitherto we have exemplified the breacli 
oT this rule in the teamed^ and the tvise. And 
k may be thought that nothing but pervertedl' 
science could qualify men for so prodigious a 
depravity. But there is a casuistry of /A^Aear^^ 
as well as head ; and we find 1^ woeful exper 
tience, that men may refine themselves out oi 
that simplicity which the Gospel enjoins, with*- 
out the assistance of unMessed hn9wledge. 

For I come now, in the last place, to in* 
..stance in the vulgar tribes of Ubertine and 
careless men. Of whom we may observe, that 
when indulged passion has taught them to 
make Kght of an honest miild ; the consequence 
is, that they run into aH excesses, and are 
rarely hindered from working all unclemmess 
with greediness. It is true, indeed, that no 
Ihan becomes at once desperately and irre- 
trievably wicked. But it is not less true, that 
when this great step is taken of prevaricating 
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with a man's own conscience, the other stages 
of iniquity are presently passed over. And 
itow indeed can it be otherwise ? So long as a 
man presearves the integrity of his natural dis- 
position, there is always hope that, though, 
particular passions may prevail for a time^ rea- 
son and virtue will, in the end, regain their^ 
dominion over him. At least, he will be con- 
stantly checked and kept back in the career of 
his vices. But when this sincerity of heart i& 
Jbst; when he confounds the differences of 
right and wrong, palliating the deformi-. 
ties of vice, or bestowing on vice itself the^ 
attractions of virtue ; then all reasonable ex-; 
pectation of a return is cut off; since this per- 
verted ingenuity tends to make him easy under 
his sins> and leaves him at leisure to pursue 
his evil courses with security. 

We see then from the excesses into whicK 
these different sorts of men have been led, by^ 
the refinements of policy, of abused science, 
and DELUSIVE PASSION^ how dangerous it is to 
bid adieu to that simplicity concerning evil, 
which the Holy Apostle requires of us. 

It remains, that we cannot provide too cau- 
tiously against those evasive pleas and pre- 
tences, which would incline us to part with it« 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ttiese PRETSNCEs are infinite : for, when 
Ae heart -is corrupted, the undetstanMng is 
ready to pander to every lust that importunes 
It. But we may khow the ptincipal of them 
hf these s%rs. To be simple concerning evil 
is the easiest thing in the world ; "but we may 
suspect that something wrong is ready to in-' 
trade itself, " when we cast about for excuses 
to cover the nakedness 6f ingenuity ; when we 
are driven to distinctions and far-fetched rea- 
s^fning for our justification; when we pause a 
moment between the dear conviction of duty, 
on one hand, and any indirect views on the 
other; more particularly^ when we find the 
tonfe of our virtue relax at the consideration of 
what we may chance to lose by adhering to it ; 
when we but suspect, that a severe unquali- 
fying virtue lodks like inhumanity ; when we 
think our dependencies and connexions in life 
have a demand upon conscience ; when we 
lament with the politician, that good men are 
impracticable, and so, from a principle of 
public spirit, resolve not to encounter that 
jprqudice.: Abow all, when we go about to 
regulate morality by what a knowledge of the 
world teaches ; when custom is pleaded in op* 
position to duty, and vice itself authorized by 
VOI-. VI. H 
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is in itself vkQt justiflfib>^ but ei:aise H. bj^rll 
j^ret^nfie of; thegoo^ emJ^ w^ h^pfc^toiSCTv^; byi 
ijt^ v^hw^ yi^$iri^m^\}n^ to .plend |he iinfttonityt 
^ nature^ tli^ pd^^r of text^tatkMf^;:tiber^i^ 
v^Iefic^.c^ *xa|flid(Q4 wiep we venture, |PQ::>e^ 
cvifely on th^ opnfi^es of iiB[H|Cffality, ami »|«i 
curioua to knc^ \iqw ^ n^r w^ piay . go to -vio^i 
without being 4u^ec%' vicioii^/* • 

^^ Theae^ and mch .^ these, are the ^^S^^WH 
iQ9invia,tions wl^ie^^ «^^teip j* our^ virtue, Awl 
hoyi^^ you vJ'ill a^k,^ eh^U we pecjure ouj^lyes 
fropFi them) By reason w,d argumeiit .^ By 
ipeculat^n and ^ilos^iphy ? Shiall. we stay to 
examine their several > pretences^ c^ th^se d^ 
lusive pleas to a^coiiifitf^ and uhe\v we q^^c^onrr 
fate th^m all, before^ vfe r^jp^tth^m?- , 

Alas, I dare not ^vise thisi]i^tho^;,whi^h 
besides its other inoonveniencies, is not, I,4%iAbti 
a yeiy safp oni?. Oftr heads may be; uq^qua| 
to the t^Pik; or, which i^ worse^ our hf^i'^f 
may betray us, At t]he best, we shall wjaRt^ 
XDuch time in thes^ iogs^iojus inq^ifies^ wbe^ 
the busing o? Ji^, demands ; an ; immediate 

c Comunpere et corrumpi^ saculum rocatur. Ta- 
citus. 
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detetmination*' St; Ptul hat she^rn us a jftort^r 
Biid more excellent wo^^ Hfhm hfi bid$ w^ Be 
simple Cincemifig evil. In virtiiie of^ tti? sR-* 
cred admonitioii; a wise man ^'iW thUik: itiinf-- 
ficimit to dismiss these ^in mstniifiliQi^s at 
once, without so much as spending a tbop^t' 
upon them. *^ What,'* he will say to himself, 
" if I cannot detect the falsehood of these pleas, 
" I have a hearty that revolts against them. 
" I cannot, perhaps, disentangle the sophistry 
^^ of these arguments ; but I feel the base- 
*^ ness of the conclusion, and I see in others 
** the folly of acting upon it. It were ill with 
*' vice indeed, if it had no false colours to ap- 
** pear in ; and error would be hooted out of 
** the world, if she did not hide her obliquities 
" under the garb of reason. But what are 
*^ these disguises to me, who am neither 
" dazzled by the one, nor duped by the other? 
" Let the curious, if they will, inquire, wherein 
" the imposture consists : I have that within 
*^ me, which tells me in a moment, .they are 
*^ but impostures. In vain then, will such a 
**one conclude, are these insiduons attempts 
*' on me, who take a sure refuge in the word 
** of God, and the integrity of my own virtue* 
*^ Be the pretences what they will, the con- 
" futation of them is no part of a Christian** 
y care. I may exercise my ufcderstauding 

R 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



fl44 »RMON XVI. 

^< profitably in other matters. It is my daty 
^^ to consider much of the ways of doing good* 
^^ I may be prudent and wise here. But, jex^ 
'^PERiENCE, and CONSCIENCE, atid eeligiqn^^ 
^^ command .me to be, simple concerning 

"^ EVIL." 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER 3«, 177^, 



John v. 44« 

How can ye believe^ which receive honour ont 
of another, and setk not the honour that 
Cometh of God only ? 

It has been thought unfair to charge unbe« 
lief, siinply and indiscriminately, on the grosser 
passions. The observation, I believe, is just: 
and yet it may be true, notwithstanding, that 
unbehef is always owing to some or other of 
the passions. The evidences of revealed re- 
ligion are so numerous, and upon the whole 90 
convincing, that one cannot easily con ftive 
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how a reasonable man should reject them a!l> 
without the intervention of some secret pre- 
judice, or predominant affection. 

Of these prejudices and affections^ one of 
the commonest, and the most sedqcsng* of any 
to the better sort of unbeKevers, is that irre- 
gular love of praise and reputation^ which 
our Lord condemns in th^ t^xt-^-flw can ye 
helieve, which receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour that comethjrom God 
only? 

The question, we may observe, is so ex- 
pressed, as if we could not receive honour from 
one another, and believe, at the same time ; as 
if there was a physical, at least a moral impos- 
sibility, that these two things should subsist 
together. And we shall find, perhaps, the 
expression no stronger than the occasion re- 
quired, if, besides other considerations, we 
attend to the following ; which shew how in- 
consistent a true practical faith in th^ Gospel 
is with the solKcitous . and undistinguishing 
pursuit of human glory. 

For, I. The Gospel delivers many of ife 
doctrines as inscrutable, and silences the busy 
4Minosity c^ our understandings about them : 
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but the honour of [men is freqaently obtained 
by ilicktlging this curiosity, and pushing the 
teseamheB (>f reison* into those forbidden tjuar« 
ters. ••.••' 

II. l%c Gospel demands an humble and 
veveretiticil %\^e in the <ikcussion of all its doc^ 
trines ; such of them, I mean, as it leaves most 
ffce to human inquiry : biit this turn of mmd^ 
is contrary to that high courage and daring in- 
trepidity, which the tvorld expects in those 
wiio atie ^candidates for iti^ honour. 

HI. The Gospel prescribes an uniform and 
HHGiqua^fiad assent to whatever it declares of 
divine things^ whether we can or caniKyt ap- 
jnchend the reason of such declaration: but 
this submission to authority, the tuorld is 
ready to call ill-faith, and to consider the de- 
fiwioe of k, as a Brnk of superior honesty and 
Yifrtue. 

UmBmssee, thatWiT^ courage, and «io- 
EUY, the three great C]^ialities we most respect 
in ourselves, and for which we receive the 
highest honour from each other, appear many 
ttmes to the mrorld with less advantage in the 
Chri^an, than the unbelieva*. Not, thai 
Cbrirttanity strips us of tliese virtues : ^n the 
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Other hand^ it requires and promotes tiiem alljr 
in the proper sense of the words ; and they 
may really subsist in a higher degree in th^ 
believery than any other: but they will oftoa 
seem to be more triuijbphantly displayed by 
those who give themselves leave to disteUeve ; 
and th? prospect of honour^ which that opinion 
opens to such men, is one of the commoneafc 
sources from which tkey derive their infi- 
delity. 

But to make good tl^is cliarge agamst tl» 
unbelieving world, and to lay open the myste- 
ries of that insidious self-love, which prompts 
them to aspire to fame, by the means of infi- 
delity, it will be necessary to resume thexHRBB 
TOPICS before mentioned, and to enlarge some- 
thing upon each of them. 

I. First, th^, I say. That He, whaat^l 
adventures resolves to obtain the honour of 
men, canmt believe, because the unrestrained 
exercise of his wit, by which he would acquire 
that honour, is inconsistent with the genius and 
principles of our religion. 

The fundamental articles of the Gospel are 
proposed to us, as objects of faith, not as sub- 
jects of inquiry. As they proceed from the 
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source 6T light and truth, they are founded, na 
doubt, in th^ highest reason ; but they are for 
the most part, at least in many respects, in- 
scrutable to our reason. It is enough that we 
see cause to admit the revelation itself, upon 
the evidences given of it : it is not necessaiy 
that we should carry our researches any farther. 
It is not safe, or decent, or practicable, in many 
cas^, to do it The just and sober reasoner is 
careful to proceed on clear and distinct ideas^ 
and to stop where these foil him. But how 
soon does he arrive at this point ? For the sub- 
lime genius of Christianity reminds him, at 
almost every step, how impossible it is, with 
the scanty line of human reason, to fathom the 
deep things of God ; and represses the sallies 
of his wit and fancy, with this reflexion — 
Junv^ unsearchable are his jiulgnienis^ and his 
ways past finding out / In a word, where 
he finds the subject too obscure for his un- 
derstanding to penetrate, or too vast for his 
ideas to comprehend (and he presently finds ' 
this, when he attempts to reason on the mys- 
teries of the Christian faith) he checks his in- 
quiries, he believes, and adores iv\ silence. 

But now this silence, this adoration, is ill 
miited to the restless ambition of the human 
mind, when it aspires to the reputation of pro- 
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fiwnd and extemiVe kncrlkrkdge. The Irani 
reasoner wcmld signalize himtelf on all mibjects^ 
the most abstruse and mysterious, in preference 
to ojliiera ; and fears not to carry his presamp- 
tttoutif inquiries to the seat and throne of God% 
He qiieations the revealed troths of the Gospel 
zsf fi^ly as any other ; and finding them masny 
tknes inexplicable by the pricbciples of human 
3(^i^g he triumphs in the discovery, apphuds 
his own reach of thought^ ajad daufes the world 
into a high ^niod of his i^t and parts. Hie 
truth is, he.deoides on subjects, ivvfaich lie does 
apt, aiid eannot understand: but the \mr\d 
aeesy be decides upon tbem ; and tiut is 
generally enough to attract its admiration and 
este^n. 

..Again: In such parts of revealed Reiigimi^ 
. ^» lie more within the cogni^tiuace of human 
reason, an inquirer may find difficulties, and 
start objections, which the best instructed 
believer either does not attempt, or is not able 
to resolve. Here, the triumph of wit over faith 
is thought conspicuous, and is indeed seducing* 
For, while the believer has only to confess his 
own ignorance, the infidel shines in exposing 
luid infercing those difficulties and oiyjections : 
And, when the ing^enuity is ail on <mie stAe^ k 
is rarely suspected^ that reason and ^goodi 
may be, with modesty, on the oth^ r. 
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I Ht^fi wherb the point m ' qiierticiq d|if W 
#flfeGtuaHy bleared Ap^' «till there Will g^d€¥fiHy! 
seem to be more acatene^ in dt»»coverittg a* dit*' 
ficulty, than in removing it : And thus the 
fobtle caviller in religious oontroversy fifcaH have 
the fortaoe to pass for a threwder nfM, thaa 
die ablest apologirt. 

And that diis advantage of reputation i0^ iiH 
deed^ that which free and libertine reatonera 
propose to thcspselve^, you will see by calling 
to mind the sort of subjects, which they are 
fbndest to treat, and the sort of character^ which 
th^ are most proud to assume* 

In natural religion, the origin of evil, and 
Cod^s moral government, are their &vourite 
topics : in revealed religion, the felt of human 
nature, its restoration by the death and suffer* 
ings of Christ, the incarnation of the Son of 
God, and the adorable Trinity. But why are 
these high subjedks picked out to exerci^ their 
f^cnhttions upon? subjects, in which tht 
hublimest understanding is absorbed and lost ; 
rabjects, which they well know (for I speak of 
the abler men in that party) we have no facol* 
ties to comprehend. Why, then, arc these 
iubjects preferred to all others ? For an ob- 
vious cause : to $hew bow ir^nioue they can 
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be ia perplexing human reason^ if any belieter 
should be indiscreet enough to subject these 
mysterious truths to that test 

But the character, they assume declares 
their purpose no less than the arguments they 
delight to treat For their pride is to aflfect a 
sort of Pyrrhonism, or universal doubt and 
hesitation, ev^ on the plainest points of m<mds ; 
to controvert the most rec^ved principles and 
opinions ; and, as the sophists of old, to make 
the worse appear the better reason, in all ques- 
tions which they undertake to discuss. Would 
you desire a stronger proof of the principle 
which actuates such men ? 

II. It appears, then, how the ostentation of 
wit leads to infidelity. The affectation of cou- 
rage is another snare to those, who lie in wait 
for the honour of men. 

The believer, it has been observed, presumes 
not to reason at all on some points of his Re- 
ligion. In others, he is left at liberty ; yet on 
these, he reasons, always with great reverence 
and circumspection. Now, though this con- 
duct be highly fit and proper, it is not so 
likely to strike the observation of men, as a 
more forward and enterprizing behaviour. Not 
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only his understanding is restrained, bui his 
spirit, they say, is cramped and broken. Thi^ . 
inconsiderate world, on the other hand, is 
taken with bold assertions, and hazardous )po* 
Mtions ; which it easily construes into a mark 
of high courage, as well ast capad^; A fear^ 
less turn of mind is a dazzling quality, aiid we: 
do not always distinguish between intrepidity 
and temerity. Thus it comes to pass, that as 
the Christianas love of peace and charity in 
common life, so his cautious respect* in rein 
gibus matters, has been treated by vlibertine 
men, as pusillanimity. He is considered, in 
the fashionable world, as a tame and spiritless 
man; and in the learned world, ais a tam^ i(n4 
spiritless reaspner, 

Hence, when we are bent, at any rate, upon 
receiving honour one of another, we are tempted 
to make a display, not of our wit only, but our. 
courage: And, as nothing is thought a surer 
indication of this>quality, than to make light 
qf that which the rest of the world bold sacred^ 
lye easily see how a passion for this sort of 
fame betrays the unbalanced mind into all the 
extravagancies of infidelity. 

The instances are frequent, and welI-known» 
When the Philosopher of Malmsbury, in th'*" 
l^t century, took unon h}m to n ♦ *} 
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moraltfcf atid alt religion jmtb tht^ will of tM nia^ 
gisttiate^f . whatever other end he . aiigbt have is 
view, tbd bold singiilarity of this paradox wat^ 
notdouUy that which chiefly rieoihniended it 
td himself, as well as surprized the world inta 
an ojpihion of hit brarery ; though we knoW^' 
from his stoi^, that> in tact, he had no more 
of this virtue, than might w^ll have consisted^ 
with^&ith^ and the fear of God, Bat vain: 
man oft affects, to make a shew of that whiclt 
he does not possess : and thus his defect in 
trae courage^ may be the true account of hiii 
pretending to so maeh of it 

Still, the Tieart of man is more deceitful, 
than we have hitherto Seen, or can easily be* 
lieve : For who, 

HI. In the last place, would suspert, that 
an iEidmiration of integrity itself, as Well as of 
tmt and ctmrage, should seduce the ulawary' 
mind into irteligion ? Yet so it is, that men,- 
intoxicated with the lore 'of iame, will sacrt- 
fice any virtue, the best quality tliey have, to 
the reputation of it. 

The true believer admits, with a full and 
perfect assent, whatever he takes to be clearly 
revealied in the Gospel ; the most impenetrable 
article of his creed^ as well as the simplest pro-' 
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j^m^on. ie fl^oiwilp* AM. rt^uds with him on 
the aarne equal footmg of diviiie authdritjr : no 
j^c^aiter, whether he c^n^ or cannot, peirceiiw 
the gi30U«Qbs of nilt3on> on which the Revelation 
k founded. ) , 

5ttt now thi$ fecilitjr of bflief, this «^tii[« 
i:e»i^mtiQn of the (Understandings to the di<itatea 
«f lleaveo, the world is ready to suspect^ pf 
disingeiimty* And they who Uve^nly inithife 
opinipn of. tb«t worlds would hot be exposidd 
to 8p dishonourabk a susfftdom * ^ 

; .. ;,-. ' ■ ■, *r '. I . .;-:j : 

. Tbe]praeess e| th^ib vsaaitymhy h^ isrwBi}hk 
tins, naanner. Thiey have obeeyvecj/ that^mife 
persons (of their aeqnaintance, it iiiay (b^ 
pretend, to m^rei fiaiith - than th^ ihare. They 
fiUj^fKHse the «ani©nthing of many other* ; anA 
they suj^osetod, the rest of the world;' the 
li^Ql?e intelligent j^art of it at ioist^ are in the 
^me opiiiiexi. . But they pique themselves on 
their honesty: they will give no man leave to 
call in question their good faith ; the ornament 
of their U««, and the idol of their hearts* 
Andthus9> as many, men are ill4>red^ for fear 
of passing in tbe woa-ld for flatterers; so these 
men are unbelievers^ that they may ^ot hi$ SKS 
counted hypocrites. 
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As extravagant as this tntn of mind appears j 
it cannot be thought incredible ; especiaHy 
when united^ as it may be, with that pride of 
nnderstanding, and courage, before mentioned. 
^^ It is not for me, (says a presuming inquirer 
to himself) who am distinguished by a reach 
of thought and penetration from the vulgiar^ to 
admit, without scruple, so extraordinary a 
system, as that of Revelation. I must doubt 
and .disbelieire, where others^ see no&ing to 
' atop at. Nor is it for a man of my spirit to 
aidure those shaddes of res^re and respect, 
which oppress the timid and servile believer. 
Above all, it becomes the honesty, I profess, 
to tdce no part of my religion upon trust ; an 
easy submission to what is called authority, is^ 
ivith discerning men, but another name for 
insincerity. As I tender, then, die reputation 
of. my wU, my courage, and my integrity, it 
concerns me to take heed how I entertain a 
belief ; which may, sut once, shake the credit 
of all these virtues.*' 

Xhis train of sophistry, you see, is not ill 
laid ; and one conceives how a mind, trans-- 
ported widi the love of false honour, may be 
caught by it. 
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At Mrs^i perhaps, ii^^%h^{ k pretended, 
ooly^ 7 B\lt pr^t^nocBV con^nued lor anytime/ 
be^ouje realities. . 4n4 thus^ vrtmt was "ts^ 
s^pietjl, tx^ givQ.u^ tho^eredit of pertain virtues^ 
with the worWi, op with th^ part of it tawhidh 
we d^re to r^^xmifaend ouriaelyes^ is at Uxigdi 
einhnp^ mth a sort of good faith ; and we 
are, what we have seemed to be/ afc ^the in* 
stance indeed of our vanity, but, as we flatter 
omrs^ly^^ IwtWia^^of thosevttry virtnes.' 

Something Uk^ ^H, whkiiJ bawe here de* 
soribed; ^ay hayie hem^ the case of a weU^ 
kupvui philosppher, who woittld he thought to 
erowo iiis other parts ^f ingefuiity and oourage, 
wi^ the pj^rost probity \ This unhappy nian, 
hj^ying published ti^ ihe wdrld an effensi^ve 
system of infidelity, aiul being called to ac-r 
fmni> fpr it, replies to his censurer in these 
words — The world may ealumniate ine, as ii 
sees Jit ; but it shall never take Jrom me the 
kpnmr of being the tmUf avihm of this age, 
md ^ many others, who Math writtek with 
gOQdJkith'^. 

^ Frequens imkatio transit in mores. QuinctiL L. 
L c. XI. 

fe Vitam tmpendere vero, i& motto. . 

c Mes ennemies auront beau feir avec leurs injures 3 ils 
ne m'Ateront point Thonneur d'etre uh homme yeridi«][ue 

VOL, VI. B 
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What nhall we say of this strange boast } 
Was it enthusiasm, or the pride of virtue, 
that drew it from him I This honest man, we 
will say, might believe himself, when he 
talked at this rate : but then we must conclude, 
thi^ nothing but the most intemperate love of 
pcaise could have wrought him up to so frantic 
a persuasion. 

I. suppose, it may now appear how easily we 
become the dupes of any fi^vourite passion; 
and how perfect an insight our Lord had into 
thje> nature of man, when he asserted in the 
t«ct — r that we cannot believe; if we ijoill re- 
ceive honour one of another. We cannot y you 
see, believe; because, if that honour be the 
ultimate end and scope of our ambition, the 
best faculties we possess^ the fairest virtues of 
our hearts, will pervert, and, in a manner^ 
force us into infidelity.. 

Let this humiliating consideration have its 
full efiect upon us. Above all, let it cheeky 
or rather regulate that ardent desire of fame, 
which is so predominant in young and inge- 

en ^oute chose^ cT^^re le seul auteur de pum mcUx ^ ^^ 
b^aucoup dautrt$, qui ait ecrit de bonne foL 

Rousseau^ Lettrc ^ M . d^ Beaunuuo^., 
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nuous minds. Let such learn from it to mis- 
trust their passions, even the most refined and 
generous, when they would inquire into the 
evidences of their religion. Let them remem- 
ber that reason^ pure impartial reason, is to 
direct them in this search ; tliat the passion for 
honour is in all cases, but particularly in this 
(where it is so seducing) an unsafe and treacherous 
guide ; and that, to escape the illusions of infi- 
delity and a thousand other illusions, to which 
they will otherwise be exposed in common life, 
one certain method will be, To cpntroul their 
love of fame, by tlie love of truth ; which is, 
in other words, to seek the honour, that comefh 
of God, only. 
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PKEACHED APRIL ^> 1769. 



JoHN^ ix. 41 • 

Jesvs saith to them, If ye were blindy ye 
should have no sin ; but noijo ye say we see^ 
therefore your sin remaineth. 

These words were spoken by our Lord oa 
occasion of a great miracle performed by him, 
in restoring a man born blind to his sight. 
This wonderful display of power had its na- 
tural effect on the man himself, in converting 
him to the faith of Jesus ; while the Pharisees^ 
who had the fullest evidence laid before them 
of the Jact, persisted obstinately in their infi- 
delity. Yet the blind man^ on whom this 
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miracle had been wrought. Was one of those 
whom the Pharisees accounted bMnd in mider*- 
standing, also ; in other words, he was a jdain 
unlettered man ; whereas they themselves were 
guides to the blind, that is, they pretended to 
a more than.ordinary knowledge of the law and 
the prophets, by which they were enabled to 
conduct and enlighten others. 

Jesus, therefore, respecting at once his late 
restoration of the blind man's sight, and the 
different effects of that miracle on the minds of 
the two parties, allies, with singular elegance, 
to himself, the famous prediction of Isaiah — 
jFbr judgment, says he, am I come into this 
world, that tliey, which see not, might see ; 
and that they who see, might be made blind. 
The Pharisees were, indeed, shaq3-sighted 
enough to perceive the drift of this application, 
and therefore said to him, in the same figura- 
tive language, Are we blind also ? To whom 
Jesus replied in the words of the text, If ye 
were blind, ye should have no sin ; but now ye 
say we see, therefore your sin remaineth. As 
if he had said, " If ye were indeed ignorant of 
the law and the prophets, as ye account this 
poor man to be, ye might have some excuse 
for not believing in me, who appeal to that 
law and those prpphets for the proof of my 
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mission ; but being so skilled iti them, ds ye 
are, and profess yourselves to be, ye are clearly 
convicted of sk willful^ and therefore criniinali 
infidelity ;• 

It is , implied, we see, in this severe reproof 
of the Pharisees, that knowledge and faith very 
well consist together, or rather that, where 
Jcnowledge is, there Jhith must needs be, 
unless a very perverse use be made of that 
knowledge. 

But to this decision of our Lord, the unbe- 
lieving world is ready to oppose its own maxims: 
" It sees so little connexion between faitli and 
knowledge, that it rather concludes them to be 
incompatible: It allows the ijgnorant, indeed, 
who cannot walk by sight, to walk hy faith ; 
but, as for the knowing and intelligent, the 
men of science and understanding, it presumes*, 
that Jaith cannot be required of these ; and 
that, BECAUSB they see, it is too much ta exr 
pect of them, to believe in Jesus.*' 

It is true, the persons, who speak thus slightly 
of Jhith, are not the most distinguished in the 
world by their own parts, or knowledge. But 
a certain mediocrity of both, inflated by vanity, 
and countenanced by fatsbion^ is forward to in- 
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dulge in this fiee language ; and the mischirf 
done by it to ReligicNQ^ is so great> that it may 
not be amiss to expose^ in few words^ the in- 
decency and folly of it. 

Faith and knowledge, then, it is said, are 
at variance with each other. Why ? The 
answer, I suppose, will be. Because Juith is 
in itself unreasonable ; in other words, it will 
be said. That the evidences of our religion are 
not convincing, and that the doctrines of it are 
not credible. 

One word, then, on each of these bold in- 
slnuations* 

I. The EVIDENCES of revealed religion are so 
many and various ; they lye so deep, or extend 
so wide ; and consequently the difficulty of 
collecting them into one view is so great, that 
few men have, perhaps, comprehended the full 
force and effect of them. At least, none but 
persons of very superior industry, as well as un- 
derstanding, have a right to pronounce on the 
total amount of such evidence. 

But the ehiej evidences of the. Christian 
Religion are draw^ from prophecies, and 
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Miracles ; unid who are they Mffao tell ^t, tlm 
these medibdil of praof are unteiiboitable t^r un- 
sitisfectory ? 

1. That the argument from prophecies 
should not convince those^ who have not con-* 
sidcred the occasion^ and design of thetn^ the 
purposes th^y were intended to s^rve^ and 
therefore the degree of light and clearness^ 
with whieh it was proper they should be given; 
who have not studied th^ languf^ in which 
those prophecies are conveyed, the state of the 
times in which they were delivei-ed, the man- 
ners^ the customs, the opinions of those to 
whom they were addressed; above all, who 
have not taken the pains to acquire a very exact 
and extensive knowledge of history, and so are 
not qualified' to judge how far they have been 
accomplished ; that to such persons as these, t 
say, ihe argument from prophecy should not 
appear to have all that evidence which believers 
ascribe to it, is very likely ; but then this effect 
is to be accounted for, not from their know- 
ledge, but their ignorance, not from their 5<?em^ 
loo clearly, but from their not seeing at all, or 
but imperfectly, into the merits of this argu- 
ment. As for those, who have searched deep- 
est, and inquired with iftost care ihtp thiis kind 
of evidence, they di^se unanimously in its 
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favour, and profesi tlieitiselwes to have^'eceived 
conviction from it So that, althotigh there 
may be difficulties in explaining particular pro- 
phecies, and though the completion of some 
be questioned, or not fully apprehended, yet, 
on the whole, there is so much light arising out 
of this evidence, diat it must be great presump- 
tion in any man to say that there is no strength 
at ail in it. Indeed, if the appeal lie to autho- 
rity (as it must do, if men will not, or cannot, 
inquire for themselves) we can scarce help con^ 
<jluding that the argument from prophecy carries 
with it a very considerable degree of evidence, 
since we find that such a man as Newton, not 
only submitted to this evidence himself^ but 
thought it no misapplication of his great talents, 
to illustrate and enforce it. Yet, such is the 
judgment or temper of our leaders^ in infide- 

d *< Unc pteuve dc sa bonne foi, c'est qn'il [M. Newton] 
*' a comment^ TApocalypse. U y trouve clairement que le 
'^ Pape est rAntichrist, et il explique d'ailleurs ce livie 
*' eomme tous eeiix qui s'en sont m61^. Apparemment 
*' qU*ii a votllu par ee commentaire consoler la race 
^' HUMAtxB de la superiority qu^il avoit sur elle/* CEuvxes 
de VdWre, T. v. c. 29. 1757. 

** If he [Ki James I.] has composed acommcritary ©nthe 
^' Revelations^ ahd proved the Pope to be Antichrist 5 may 
** not a similar reproach be extended to the famous Na- 
'*' pier ; and even to Newton, at a time when learning 
'^ was much more advanced thxa during the reiga of 
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lity, that they had rather turn this very cir-^ 
cumstanee to ^e discredit of human naturo 
itself (exhibited in its fairest form, and shining 
out with fiill lustre, in the virtues and accom- 
plishments of that divine man) than allow it 
to do honour to that immortal object of their 
fear and spite, revealed religion* 

£* The other great foundation of our faith is 
kid in miracles; a sort of evidence, which 
may be estimated without that learning, or that 
sagacity, which is required in the case of pro- 
phecies ; and which some men therefore, out 
of the abundance of their common sense, have 
taken the freedom to account of little weight 
or value. Yet, what opinion soever these 
persons may have of their own understandings, 
they will scarce be able to convince a reason- 
able man that this evidence is not conclusive, 
jand even incontestible, if they will but place 
it in a fair and just light. For the question is 
not concerning the evidence of miracles in ge- 
neraly but of miracles so circumstanced and so 

** James > FVoul the grossness of its superstitions^ we 
*' may infer the ignorance of an age ) but never should 
" pronounce concerning the folly of ak individual, 
** from his admittmg popular errors, consecrated with the 
^* appearance of religion." Hume'^Hist. of Great Britaiii» 
Vol VI. p. 135. Lond. 1763. 8vo* 



Digitized by 



Google 



s£EMON xvin. 267 

attested as those of the Gospel. Now, whea 
the Religion to which this attestation is given^ 
has nothing in it which appears unworthy of 
the Deity ; when the purpose for which the 
supposed miracles are wrought is such as must 
be allowed the most important of any that, in 
our idea«, could enter into the divine ccMinsels 
with regard to mankind; when these miracles 
have further the advantage of being attested by 
the most unexceptionable characters, and of 
being recorded in books, written soon after 
they were tvrought, and by those who saic 
them wrought, and in books too, which have 
been transmitted, without any note of suspicion 
on them, tx> our times ; when, lastly, these 
miracW have all the circumstances of public 
notoriety attending them, when no contem- 
porary evidence discredits, and when many 
otherwise inexplicable facts and events, suppose 
and confirm them ; when such miracles, I say, 
as these, and under such circumstances only, 
are alledged in support of the Christian Reve- 
lation, it must be a very extraordinary turn o^f 
mind that can reject, as nothing, the evidence 
resulting from them* With any other miradesi, 
however numerous, however confidently as- 
serted, or plausibly set forth, we have nothing 
to do. There may have been ten thousand 
impostures of this sort, in the world. But 
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Me^ miracles speak their own credibility so 
ftrongly^ that they are admitted^ on human 
testimony^ with the highest reason; and it 
must be more than a slender metaphysical ar- 
gument^ taken from their contrariety to what 
is called experience, which can prevent our be- 
lief of them, and overpower the natural sense 
of the human mind. 

It seems then, even on this slight view of 
&e subject, that, if the^e tw6 capital argu- 
ments from propliecies and miracleSy for the 
truth of Christianity, appear inconclusive to 
unbelievers, the cause must be some other than 
a want of that evidence, which may satisfy a 
reasonable man. 

II. But, perhaps the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity are such as revolt the rational mind, 
and are not capable of being supported by any 
evidence. 

Let us inquire then what truth there is in 
this second allegation of unbelievers. 

It is not possible, in a discourse of this na- 
ture, to enter into a detail on the subject ; but 
the chief obstacles to a feith in Jesus^ inde- 
pendently of the evidence on which it rests,, 
are, I suppose, these twO^ 
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1. A confused idea that the law of nature b 
sufficient to the salvation of mankind ; 

2. The mysterious nature of the Christian 
revelation. 

Keason, they say, is a sufficient guide in 
matters of Religion ; therefore, Christianity is 
unnecessary: Again, Christianity is all over 
mysterious ; therefore, it is unreasonable. 

Now, it will not be presuming too much to 
say, that the greater advances any man makes in 
true knowledge, the more insignificant must 
these 1u)0 great stumbling-blocks of infidelity 
needs appear to him. 

1. And, first, for the mfficieney of nature 
in matters of religion. 

Whether nature be a sufficient guide in mo* . 
rals, let tiie history of mankind declare. They 
who know most of that history, and have, be- 
sides, a philosophic knowledge of human na-^ 
ture, are the proper judges of the question ; 
and to that tribunal 1 leave it: the rather^ 
because, though it be very clear what its t!e- 
cision must be, I hold, that what is most 
essential to the Christian religion (which is a 
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yery different thing from a repubUcaiion of 
the law of nature) is not at Sail concerned 
ijfi it. 

Let the law of nature be what it wiU, under 
this idea of a guide in morals, let Socrates, if 
you please^ be ^s great a master of it, ^ Jesus, 
still the importance of Christianity remains, 
^nd is indeed very little affected by that co^i-j 
cessiom 

Our religion teaches, tliat mafi is under the 
sentence of mortality, and that immortal life 
in happiness, (which is the true idea of Gospel- 
salvation) is the gift of God through Christ 
Jesus. These it relates as two facts, which it 
requires us to believe on its own authority ; 
Jhcts, which could not otherwise have come to 
our knowledge, and on which the whole sut 
perstructure of Christianity is raised. 

Now, let the men of reason, the men who 
say, WE SEE, tell us, whether they are sure 
that these facts are false ; and, if they are not^ 
whether they know of any natural means by 
which that sentence of mortality cam be re- 
versed, or that gift of immortality can be 
secured. 
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Yes, they will say, by a moral and virtuous 
life, and by a religious trusty which nature 
dictates, in the goodness of the Deity. What ? 
Is any man so assured of his own virtue, as 
that he dares expect so great things from it ? 
Does he think it so perfect and of such efficacy, 
as: that it should remove a cufse which lies on 
bis nature,, that it should redeem him from a 
general sentence, which is gone forth against 
all mankind ? Is it not enough, that he. does 
his duty (though where is the man that does 
that ?) and thereby consults his own true in- 
terest in this world, without requiring that his 
merits should deliver him from the doom of 
death ; or that, of force, they should compel 
the divine goodness to deliver him from it? 

But say, that the boundless mercy of God 
might so far consider the poor imperfect 
virtues of his lost creature, as to free him from 
the bondage of death, will he pretend that he 
hais any claim, even upon infinite goodness 
itself, for eternal life in glory 9 All that rea- 
son suggests is, that, some way or other, either 
in this state or in one to come, he shall be no 
loser by his virtue : but so immense a reward 
is surely, not of right ; and reason is too mo- 
dest to entertain the least expectation, or even 
thought of it 
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Yon see then what th^ sufficiency of natjire 
comes to ; It leaves us, for any thing we know, 
under the sentence of death ; and, for any thing 
we can fk>, very ranch short of eternal Itfe. And 
k this all we get by following natttre, as onr all^ 
snflficient guide, and rejecting the assistance 
of Revelation? Are men satbded to live, as 
they do her^, and then to die for ever; and all 
this, rather than condescend to lay hold sm the 
jpercy of God through Jeeus? If they aue^ 
their ambition is very moderate ; but, surely, 
this is not a moderation of thait sort which is 
j^scrihed by reason. 

2. But they fly now (and it is their fctst re- 
source) to the mysterious nature of the dis-^ 
pensation itself^ which, they say, is perfectly 
irreconcileabie with the principles of natural 
reason. 

That Christianity is mysterious^ ths^ is, that 
it acquaints us with many things which our fa- 
culties could not have discovered, and which 
they cannot fully comprehend or satisfactorily 
explain, is an undoubted truth. — ^The pride of 
reason, when, from human sciences, where it 
saw much and thought it saw evmy things it 
turns to these divine studies, is schnething mor- 
tified to find a representation of things very 
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dififerent from wlnat it should pi*eviousIy have 
conceived, afnd iittpetictrablie in many respects 
by its utmost diligence and curiosity. But 
i^etk, when farther exercised and improved, 
tihe saiJte reason presently checks this presuiiip- 
tion, as seeing very clearly, that there are in- 
explicabifs di^ulties every where, iii the wdrlct 
of rmture^ as well as in that of grace, and as 
ieeingtooy that, if both systems be the pro- 
duct of infimte wisdom, it could i«ot be other- 
wise; Next, a thinking man, as his know- 
ledge extends, and his mind operis, easily 
apprehends, that, in such a scheme as that of 
Christianity, which runs up into the arcana of 
the divine councils in regard to man, there will 
be many particulars of a new and extraordinary 
nature ; and that such a dispensation must 
partake of the obscurity in which its divine 
Author chuses to veil his own glory. 

Thus, we see, how the objections to the 
mysterious nature of the Gospel spring out of 
pride and inconsideration, and are gradually 
removed, as the mind advances in the further 
knowledge of God and itself. 

Now, suppose there had been no mysterious 
pirts in this Revelation j and that every thing 
had' lain clear and open to the comprehension 

VOJ-. VI. 'T 
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of natural reason, what would the improved 
understanding of a wise man have thought of 
it ? Would he not have said, that the whole 
was of mere human contrivance ? since, if it 
were indeed of divine, it must needs have 
spoken its original by some marks of divinity, 
that i^, by some signatures of incomprehensi- 
ble wisdom, impressed upon it. Consider, I 
say, whether this judgment would not have 
been made c^ such a Revelation ; and whether 
there be not more sense and reason in it, than 
in that other conclusion which many have 
drawn from the mysterious nature of the 
Christian religion. 

Ij MAY APPEAR, frolli thesc cursory observa- 
tions, ih^i faith and knowledge are no such 
enemies to each other, as they have been some- 
times represented ; and that neither the evidences 
of Christianity, nor the doctrines of it, need de- 
cline the scrutiny of the most improved reason. 
Conclude, therefore, when ye hear a certain 
language on this subject, that it is equally 
foolish, as it is indecent; and that ye may 
safely profess a belief in Jesus, without risking 
the reputation of your wisdom^ 

Another conclusion is, tkat^ when unbe- 
lievers lay claim to a more than ordinary share 
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of sense and penetration, we may allow their 
claim, if we see fit, for other reasons, but not 
for their disdainful rejection 6f our divine re- 
ligion. We must have better proofs of their 
sufficiency than this, before we subscribe to it. 
We may even be allowed to conclude, from 
this circumstance of their unbelief, that they 
either see vot so clearly as they pretend, or 
that the case is still worse with them, if they 
do. They are ready to ask us, indeed, in the 
prompt language of the Pharisees to our Lord, 
Are we blind also ? To which question, having 
such an answer at hand, we need look out for 
no other than that of Jesus, If ye were blind, 
ye should have no sin ; but now ye say we see^ 
THEREFORE yoxiT Sin remuineth. 
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PREACHED MAY 12, WTl. 



1 Cor. viii. 1. 

Knoidedge puffeth up ; but Charity edifieth. 

X HERE is none of our little accomplish- 
ments^ or advantages^ which we are not apt to 
m^ke the foundation of pride and vanity. 
When, upon comparing ourselves with others^ 
m any respect, we entertain a higher opinion 
of ourselves than we ought, this sentiment is 
called PRIDE. And when we are forward to 
express the good opinion, we have of ourselves^ 
to others, in our words or actions, (even though 
such opinion be but proportioned to our desert) 
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^a^ve to this disposition the name tJifvAmtt. 
Each of these affections of the mitid is, a real 
vice : Pride^ because it violates truth and rea-^ 
«on ; and Fanity, because it violates ChristiaiA 
charity. 

ftut, of all the subjects of comJ)arison whieh 
iJetmy us into these vices, hone is thought td 
produce them so easily, and to inflame them 
to that d^ree, as learning or knowledge. And 
Vfe see the reason why it should be sd. For 
Knowledge arises froth the ex€irtion of out best 
tod noMest faculties \ those faculties which 
distinguish us to most advantage, not only 
from the inferior cteatures, but frem eack 
<^ther. Hence we are naturally led to place a 
higher value on this, than other acquisitions ; 
and to make our pride and boast of that which 
i^, indeed, the glory of oi:nrnatnre« 

The observation lAmn se^ma well founded; 
and the Apostle adtanees no mo^re than what 
experience teaches, when he affirms in the 
text— THAT KNowLE0a£ tvvtmn UP. Where, 
however, we are t^ take notice, that the re- 
ttiedy for this vice is not ignorance (which, 
though ft)i^ difiere»f reasons, t$ a^ apt to en- 
gender pride afKi self-conceit, as knowledge 
ksdf ) but Cbti^ian love i^d charity. For; 
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when the Apostle had brought this charge 
against knowledge, that it puffeth up, he does 
not say that ignorance keeps men humble^ but 
that charity edifieth. Whence it appears, that, 
to correct this excess of ielf-love, which v^e 
call pride, the Apostle would no^: have us re- 
nounce the way of learning and knowledge, 
but only increase our love a^d respect for man* 
kind. 

Charity, then, is the proper cure of learnep 
PRiDfi ; and of ithose unfriendly vices, which 
spring from it, su-fftci^ncy, se^f-importance, 
^nd o^tentaiUyn : And it will be worth our 
while tp consider, in wl^at rh;spects, and by 
^hat MEASSf this divine principle of charity 
contribute to that end. A^d this it do^s 

1. By keeping men ;5teady to that object, 
which they ought to propose to themselves in 
the cultivation of knowledge, I mean the edifi- 
cation of each other — •> charity edifieth^ 

One of the ancient sects of philosophy caiv 
ried their admiration of knowledge so far, that 
they made it the supreme good of m^n, and 
built their whole moral system (if it might be 
called such) on this extravagant idea. Whereas^ 
Vxmimon sense, ^§ >vel| 2^9 religion^ teachet^ 
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that knowledge, like our other faculties and at- 
tainments, is only an instrument of doing good 
to others ; not to be regarded by us, as the end 
of moral action, or a good simply in itself, but 
as one of those means by which we may express 
our moral character ; and promote the common 
interest of society, which (in subordination to 
the will and glory of God) is the proper end of 
man. Now, if we keep this end in view, which 
Christian charity sets before us, we shall 
neither cultivate knowledge for its own sake 
(which is a strain of fanaticism, unsuited to our 
present condition) ; nor for the sake of that 
complacency, which may be apt to result from 
it ; nor solely, for any other selfish purpose to 
which it may serve : but we shall chiefly and 
ultimately refer it to the use and edification of 
our brother ; and sh^l therefore suppress that 
inordinate elation of heart and display of vain- 
glory, which tend so much to obstruct the 
success of our applications to him in this 
way, 

2. Charity, estimating the value of know- 
ledge by the good it actually does to others, 
finds th^ very foundation of pride and vanity, 
in the application of it, in a great measure 
taken away. For, how divine a thing soever 
knowledge may appear to the mind, when 
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heatjed l^ speculation, we shall (md, i^ pii^c- 
tice^ that it falls very much short of those glo- 
rious ideas wa ha4 formed of it ; that the real 
service, we are enabled to do to ms^ikind hy 
our most improved (acuities, affords but Ijttle 
occasion to th^ gratulations c^ self-este^ffi 
(which, when resulting from such serviqe, aie^ 
BIO doubt, more pardopabie than in any othar 
case whatsoever) ; and that, if such gratulations 
arise in us from some slight and partial si^rvioe&f 
done to othiars, they are sufficiently cheeked 
and mortified by the general ill success of p^r 
vfiost strenuous endeavours, and best coneept^ 
designs. The philosopher and divine, fftej^ 
many studious days and sleepless nights, ^v^ 
ready to promise to themselves great eflSects 
from their systepis and apologies. Alas, the 
world is litde bettered or improved by tlfteoi* 
Its amusements, its f(^ie$, its vices, take '^mr 
usual course. Reason and knowledge are found 
bu( feeble instruments of its conversion. It 9fh. 
tends so little, or so negligently to its instruor 
tors, that it remains almost as uninformed, and 
as CQimpt as before* 

Such is top commonly the issue of oar ^esft 
pains \n the cultivation of moral arni reUg;tott$ 
truth! Or, if in sotne rare cases it be others 
wise;, apd S9n%e sensible, some coo^idgvaU^ 
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benefit result from them, still it will b^ &ur lets 
t^a the good ms^n ^ianes and intends. For^ 
bornii^ with this h^y zeal of love to mankiiK}, 
the charitable instructor of the ignorant i* in 
t^ qopditipn of HiAfy whose ambitioui; zeal the 
poiet so well describes : His successes do but 
i^fl4me his desires ; and h^ rechms he has dm€ 
nothing, so lon^g as ther^ remains any thing for 
him U 49 *• 

So certainly does charity, in this work of 
learued ipstrucdon, disconcert and subdw all 
the projects and emotions of pride ! 

3. Charity takes a sure way to countera^ 
those movements of vanity and self-applause, 
tvhicb tl^ pursuits of knowledge are apt to 
ascite, &^ confining our attention to sioUd and 
important subjects. For, when the mind is 
thus employed, it naturally refers its acqui- 
sitions to uscy not vanity ; or, if vanity shquld 
s^U find room to spring up with this crop of 
iiseftil knowkdge, its growth would be much 
ch6dc;ed by this benevolent and social attention; 
It woijild either die away amidst these higher 
regardf^ of duty and public spirit, or would lose 

* I<fil actum credens, dum quid superesset s^;endui». 
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at least very much of its malignant nature, and 
of those qualities which render it so offensive to 
mankind. Whereas, when we employ ourselves 
on frivolous or unimportant subjects, which 
oflfer nothing to our view besides the ingenuity 
of the speculation, and the distinction of th^ 
. pursuit, these ideas are so present to the mind, 
and engross it so much, that vanity and self* 
esteem almost necessarily spring from them, 
luxuriant and unrestrained. 

Besides, the mind, which loves to justify 
itself in all its operations, finding but little rea} 
use or worth in these disquisitions, strives to 
mdke itself amends by placing an imaginary 
value upon them; and grows so much the 
more enamoured of them, as it foresees and 
eifpects the neglect and indifference of other 
men. 

Hence, die sufficiency of such persons as 
wholly employ their time and pains in the 
more abstract studies, in the minuter parts of 
learning, and universally in such inquiries as 
terminate only or chiefly in curiosity and 
amusement, is more than ordinarily glaring 
and offensive. Their minds are puffed up 
with immoderate conceptions of their own im- 
portance ; and this unnatural tumour th^ are 
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neither able, nor willing, to conceal from others. 
The secret is, they would persuade themselves 
first, and then the world, that their studies 
and occupations are less frivolous, than they 
in earnest believe or suspect them, at least, 
to be. 

Now, Charity, indisposing us to these fruit- 
less speculations, and delighting to cultivate ' 
such parts of knowledge as have a real dignity 
in them, and are productive of light and use, 
tends directly to keep us modest, by taking 
away this so natural temptation to pride and 
self-conceit, 

4. Further, we may observe that, of the 
more important studies themselves, such as we 
call practical, are less liable to this perversion 
of vanity, than the speculative, to what impor- 
tant ends soever they may ultimately be re- 
ferred. And the reason of the difference is, 
that, in the former case, the calls of charity 
upon : us are more instant. We cannot stir a 
step in practical meditations without consider- 
ing what use and benefit may result from them : 
while the speculative seem to terminate .in 
themselves ; are pursued, for the time at least, 
for their own sakes ; and so, by keeping the 
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uHidnte end ont of sight, do »>t divert Iba 
mind enough from that campkoentattentaati tt> 
ks owB ingenious researches, whence tbepasliotl 
of pride is apt to take its rise. 

Not but there are some parts of knowItdg<^ 
which, though called practical, and referring 
indeed to practice, have a difSer^n^ effect. But 
^bcBe are such, as are in thar own na1im% 
boastful and ostentatious ; calculated i^c^ so 
much for use, as pleasure ; or, at moM, tet^ 
minattng in some private and selfish end. TtK 
proficients in these popular arts and s^t^ies are 
tempted to regard, not the good simpfy^ wliich 
their knowledge might do to others, but the 
general influence c4 it, and the consideration, 
which, by means of such inHuencte, wbMh«l» e^ 
a good or jbad purpose, they may dfaw t^ tbelih 
sdves. 

Of this sort was, tOo cottifirtMiIy, the dfttdy 
<>f eloquence in the ancient, and sometimes, I 
doubtj in the modern world. Vanity ifl afjpk W 
mix itself with these practical studies, and Id 
result from them ; th^ question generally beiHj^, * 
not how the greatest good niay he effbcted by 
diem, but bow the greatei^t itnpti^ssi<)ty mtLj be 
made. 
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Hiv'me and m^raJ sulig^cto, practically coo- 
sidered (though va«ity may creep in here), ue 
nporc secure from this abuse. For, reapecting^ 
the spiritual and UKoral good of men, distinctly 
9$kd exclusively, a regard to the end must coiw 
rect and purify the means. And thus we am 
t^ot surprised to find, that, while a vMn rhe-? 
torioian^ is said to have boasted^ in the hearing 
of all Greece, that he knew every thing, tiie 
a^r HK)PaU8t of Athens^ readily confesaed,^ ia^ 
hwwiiotbmg. 

5. Another way, in which charity opers^^ 
to the suppression of pride, is, by increasing 
9ur good opmitm of other men. Pride k aa 
«lation of mind upon comparing ourselves witb 
others, and observing how much we e:m^ 
them in any respect ; and, in the present 
in9<^nce, how nwch we excell them in point 
of knowledge. When the mind is wholly 
occupied by self-love, it easily magnifies it$ 
own attainments, and as easily diminishes' 
those of others : whence the advantage, cm % 
comparison, must needs be to itself. But 
when charity, or the love of others, preraib 
in us to smy d^roe^ we are willing to do theoi^ 

^ HiPKtAs, tuElbam. Cipu.de Omtore^ ^.2SU 
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justice at least, and hut justice to ourselves : 
nay, our affection to others makes us willing 
to see their good qualities in the fairest lights 
to magnify to ourselves their excellencies, and 
to lessen or overlook their defects ; while on 
the other hand, it inclines us readily to forego 

, any undue claims of pre-eminence, and even to 
abate something of what we might strictly 
claim to ourselves : whence the comparison 
must be more favourable to others ; and our 
pride, if not entirely prevented, must be cour 
siderably reduced. Increase this charity, and 
the pride still lessens ; till, at length, it is 
alnpost literally true, as the Apostle divinely 
expresses it, that, in lowliness of mindy each 
esteems other better than himself; better, in 
respect to hioivledge, as to every thing else. 

6. Lastly, charity, not only by its qualities^ 
but in tlie very nature of things j is destructive 
of all pride. For what is pride, but an immo- 
derate love of ourselves ? And what is charity, 
but a fervent love of other men ? It is the same 
passion of love, only directed to different objects. 
When it is concentred in a man's self, it na- 
turally grows abundant and excessive: divert 
some part of it upon others, and the selfish 
love is proportionably restrained. Just as 
seas and rivers would overflow their shores and 
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banks^ if they had no outlet or circulation : but 
issuing forth in useful streams or vapours to 
refresh the land, they are kept in due propor- 
tion, and neither deluge the rest of the globe, 
nor drain themselves. Thus the affection of 
love, if too much confined, would overflow in 
pride and arrogance ; but^ when part of it is 
diffused on others, the rest is innoxious and 
even salutary, as supplying the mind only with 
a just and moderate self-esteem. 

Hence we see that charity, by its very 
operation, corrects the excesses of self-love; 
and therefore of learned pride (which is one of 
those excesses) as well as any other vice, which 
the confined and inordinate exercise of that 
passion is apt to produce. 

In these several ways then, whether, by 
prescribing the proper end of knowledge, the 
edification of our neighbour y an attention to 
which must needs lessen the temptation to 
pride ; or, by suggesting how imperfectly that 
end is attained by knowledge, which must 
mortify, rather than inflame our pride ; or, by 
confining the candidates of knowledge to solid 
and important suhjectSy and, of these, rather 
to practical subjects, than those of speculation, 
both which pursuits are unfavourable to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



sit SSKMOH XIXw 

growth of pride ; or^ bjr incveiBing our good 
opinion of others, engag/od in the same pw- 
suiits^ of knowledge^ which must so fer [take 
ftom our fencied supmorky oarer them ; or, 
hstly, bff the necosmrjfej^eet of its operation, 
which is essentially destmaetivid of thait vicious 
self-love^ which is the parent of suda fsmdcs 
•*— In aU these respeets^ I say, it i& deafly seen 
how coARnr, whose o^ice it is to ed^tAiauecs; 
is properly apphed to the cure of that tumour 
of the mind, which knowledge generates, and 
i^Hbich we know by the name of leakked 

PRIDE. 

There are mai^ other considerations^ n6 
doubt, which serve to mortify this pride ; but 
nothing tends so immedia^trfy to remove it> as 
the increase of charity. It is therefor^ to be 
wished, that men, engaged in the pursuits of 
learning, would especially cultivate in them- 
selves this divine principle. Knowledge, whi^ 
tempered by humility, and directed to^ the ends 
of charity, is indeed a valuable acquisition ; 
and, though no fit su^eot of vain-glory, is 
justly entitled to thie esteem of mankind. It 
should further be remembered, that this virtue, 
wbich so much adcnrns knowledge, is li^ peou^ 
har diaracteristiG grace of our rdigion ; withr 
Mt wbich^ all our attainmeatSt (>f whatever 
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kind, are fruitless and vain. Let the man of 
Science, then, who has succeeded to his wish 
in rearing some mighty fabric of human know- 
ledge, and from the top of it is tempted with 
a vain complacency to look dpton, as the phrase 
is, on the ignorant vulgar ; let such an one 
not forget to say with him, who had been 
higher yet, even as high as the third Heaven^' 
" Though I understand all mysteries, and all 
^^ knowledge, and have not chaHty, I am no- 
" thing^y 

<J 2 Cor. xii. 9. « 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER 19, 176^. 



Acts of the Apostles^ xxvi. p. 

t venly thought with myself J that I ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

X HE case of the Apostle, Paul, as repre- 
sented by himself in these words, is so remark- 
able, that it cannot but deserve our attentive 
consideration. 

The account of those many things, which 
he thought himself obliged to do Against the 
name of JesuSy during his unbelieving state, 
he gives us in the chapter whence the text is 
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taken, < These things^ continues he in his 
apology to king Agrippa^ / did in Jerusalem, 
(jtfid many of the Saints did I shut up in prison^ 
having received authority from the chief 
priests; atid when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them. And punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme ; and being exceedingly 
mad against them, I persecuted them, even to 
strange cities. And then he proceeds to speak 
of his going, with the same authority, and the 
?ame zeal, to persecute the Christians that' 
were at Damascus ; when, in his journey thi- 
ther, he. was suddenly stopt in the career of 
his impiety by a heavenly vision, which had 
the effect to overturn his former persuasion, 
and to make a full convert of him to the 
Christian faith. 

1. From this account of himself, we learn, 
that Paul, in his Jewish state, had been car- 
ried, by his zeal, into all the horrors of per- 
secution. And these things, he says, he verily 
believed he ought to do, contrary to the name 
of Jesus. 

** But what, you will ask, did this belief 
then justify those crimes ? And, are blasphemy, 
murder, and persecution, innocent things, from 

U 2 
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the time that a man persuades himself he ought 
to commit them ? This would c^n a door t;o 
all the evils of the most outrageous fanaticisniy 
and evacuate the whole moral law, under the 
pretence of conscience.'* 

In general, it would do so: and we shall 
presently find, that St. Paul doe^ not pretend 
to justify himself, notwithstanding he verify 
believed he ought ta do these thif^s. But to 
see the degree of his crime, it will be conve- 
nient, and but just to the criminal, to cM to 
mind, in the first place, the peculiar circunv* 
stances under which it was committed. 

Paul was at that time a Jew ; -and, as a fo^ 
lower of ,this law, his conduct, supposing hh 
conscience to have been rightly informed, had 
not been blameable ; on the contrary, had beea 
highly meritorious. For the law of Moses 
made the restraint of opinions, in matter of 
religion, lawful : Heterodoxy was to a Jew but 
another word for disloyalty ; and a zeal to see 
the rigour of the law executed on that crime, 
was the honour of a Jewish subject. Paul^ 
then, conceiving of Jesus as a false prophet^ 
and the author of a new worship, contrary to 
1iiat of the God of Israel, Paul, I say, regarding 
Jesus in this light, but conformed to the spirit 
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of the law, When he joined in persecuting the 
Jewish Christians, and must esteem himself to 
have deserved well of it. 

And this he, in fact, did. For, reckoning 
up the several merits, which, as a Jew, he 
inight cls^im to himself, he mentions this 2ed 
of persecution, as one, which did him honour^ 
ynder that character — Concerning zeal, says 

l^y PERSECUTING THE CHURCH*. 

The crime of Paul, then, as of the other 
Jews, in persecuting Christ and his religion, 
was not simply the crime of persecution (for, 
jiad that religion been a false one, by the pe- 
culiar structure of the Jewish: oeconomy, there 
would have been no crime at all in punishing 
such of the Jews, as professed themselves of it) ; 
but his guilt was, and, in general, the guilt of 
the other Jews was, in misapplying the law to 
t;his particular case ; in persecuting a just and 
divine person, whom tlieir own prophets had 
foretold and poinded out, who came in no op- 
position to the Jewish law, nay, who came 
not to destroy^ but to fulfill ^. 

The conclusion, is, that, though persecution 
be on ho pretence of conscience excusable in 

a Philip. Mi. «• ' b Maif. t» IT. 
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another man, yet in a Jew, aiid as directed 
against ah apostate Jew, it had not this malig- 
nity, and was not the proper subject of his 
abhorrence*^. 

To the question then, *^ Whether Paul's be- 
lief justified his practice, in the case before us, 
that is, whether he did right in doing that 
which he verily believed he ought to do^ You 
may take his own answer — This, says be, is 
a faithful sayings and worthy of alt dtccep- 
tatiouy that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom i am chief ^. He 
owns himself, we see, to have been the chief 
of sinners, that is, making all allowance for 
the hyperbole and modesty of the expression, 
a very great sinner. And if you ask in what 
respect, he tells you that, too : for, in the im- 
mediately preceding verses, he declares the 
ground of this charge upon himself, TTuit he 
had been a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious. And in another place he says of 
himself, lam the least of the Apostles ; that 
mm not meet to be called an Apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God^. 

« Bati^, Cmnm. PhiL Pirt IL Ch. IV. Locke on 
ToleradoD^ Letter I. Wakburton, D. L. B. v. S. 11. 
J I Tim. i 16. « 1 Cor. xv. 9. 
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You see, then, that, notwithstanding his 
former religion authorized him to persecute its 
enemies, notwithstanding he verily believed, 
that he ought to persecute Jesus as such, yet he 
how condemns himself, as having grievously 
sinned in giving way to that authority, and to 
that persuasion. How is this conduct to be 
accounted for and made consistent? plainly, 
by observing, that he had persecuted without 
warrant, even from his former religion; that 
he had culpably and rashly overlooked (what 
he might and ought to have seen) that Jesds 
was no fit object of this severity even to a Jew, 
that he was no enemy or subverter of the Jewish 
law, that he was no rebel to the God and king 
of Israel, but came indeed from him, acted by 
his commission, and displayed all the signs 
and credentials of the Messiah, in whom the 
law and the prophets wer« finally to be com- 
pleted. 

Without doubt, his being now of a religion^ 
which forbad persecution, under all its forms, 
sharpened his sense of this crime, and may 
perhaps account for his calling himself the chief 
of sinners ; yet, that the persecution of Christ 
tians was to him a crime, and that he had sin- 
ned in committing it, he could not but know, 
and is clearly to be inferred from his expression. 
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All the use he m9ke» of his Jewirii pcrsitfiiion, 
is^ but to palliate Bcnuething what be k^ew wai 
without excuse : -^ I obtained mercy, says be^ 
became I did it ignorant ly in unbelief: thut 
i^^ because I persecuted in my unlieUeving. 
state of a Jew, and was kept, by the gei^us of 
the Mosaic law, from knoumg and considerii^ 
th^ gaoeial malignity of persecution. And that 
there may be some ground of mercy in this 
consideration, who can doubts, when we find 
the Son of God interceding for his very mur^ 
dsrers on the same principle — i^a/Aer, says 
he, forgive them, for they hnow nQt wfiat 
they do. 

There was this difierence, you see, between 
aJewishand a Gentile persecutor. TheJ!^ 
was an^erable for his not peeing that Jesus 
was the Messiah : The Gentile was to answet 
for that ignorance, and for his not seeing th^ 
general iniquity of persecution, on account of 
religion. 

Paul, however, was certainly to blame i nay,^ 
be takes much blame on himself, for acting 
igmrantly against tbe name of Jesus, though 
his ignorance was of the fprmer kind only. 

?. But now another question, and a very 
important one, arises out of this state of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



9af«^ Paul verily thought that the rel^u of 
Jesus was an impostuce. Yet be was fmstoAen^ 
ia thinljLiog so ; and, what is more^ his mistake 
was highly criminal. 

What then sHall we say to those personi^ 
who afiirm, that, provided a man he persuaded 
of the truth of his opinions^ he is not answer^ 
able for his mistakes I or, in other words, what 
becomes of that notion which many have takei|> 
vp, concerning the inmcency of error in mat-^ 
ters of religion? 

J understand what is generally alledged in 
support of this candid and conciliating opinion. 
But the text says expressly, that Paulvm/jf 
believed he ought to do many things contrary la 
the name of Jesus ; and with all this firmness 
of belief Paul was the chief of sinners. 

Men. ther^ore conclude too hiwtily, when, 
from the sole persuasion of their sincerity thqr 
infer the innocence of their errors. 

*5 Bu^ what then would you require of poor 
unhappy man, whose reason is naturally so 
weak, and who^e prejudices are often so strong?** 
Why, to use the force he has ; to consider well 
>^hether he be indeed sincere (for to be firmly, 
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and to be sincerely persuaded^ is not alws^s the 
same thing) ; to employ his reason^ such as it 
is, with care, and to controul his prejudices, 
what he can, by an impartial examination. 

;' All this, it will be answered, is already done. 
It may be so. Let me then have leave to in- 
terrc^te the sincere rejecter df Christianity; 
and try his good faith, of which he is so well 
assured, by the following questions. 

** Has he cultivated his mind, and furnished 
himself with the requisite helps for religious 
inquiry ? Has he studied the sacred volumes 
with care ? Has he considered their scope and 
end ? their genius and character ? Has he fixed 
th6 .boundaries of reason and of faith ? • Does he 
know where the province of the former ends^ 
and where that of the second commences ? 
Has he studied himself, his faculties and 
powers, his wants and necessities? Has he 
weighed the importance of the search, he is 
making inta the will and word of God? Has 
he made that search with a suitable diligence 
and sobriety ? Has he accustomed himself to 
the investigation of moral evidence ? Ha? he 
collected, compared, and estimated, whiat is 
brought in evidence for the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion ? Has he, in 8hor;t, (for I address 
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myself to capable inquirers only) omitted n6ne 
of those means which reason requires^ and em^ 
ployed all that industry, and thought, and ap- 
plication, which the sincere love of truth demands 
on so momentous an occasion ? 

" Still, I have other inquiries to make. Hat 
he approached the sanctuary of religion with 
awe ? Has he purged his mind from all gross, 
nay from all refined vices r Had he no in- 
terest to serve, no prejudice to sooth, no pre- 
dominant passion to gratify, by a hasty con- 
clusion concerning the truth of Christianity ? 
Or, (not to suspect a philosophic mind of thes^ 
vulgar illusions) had he no vanity to flatter, no 
capricious levity to indulge, by a short and 
disdainful rejection of it ? Had he no spleen 
to divert, no regard of fashion, no partialities 
of acquaintance or education to mislead him^ 
from conviction ? Had he no secret wish or 
hope, which he scarcely durst tell to himself 
that his inquiry would end in doubt at least, if 
not in infidelity ? In a word, can he assure 
himself, that in these several respects, he had 
no bias on his mind, or did his best at least to 
have none, against a conclusion, to which m 
impartial love of truth might invite and com- 
pell him?" 
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Had St. Paul himself beeu questioned in thft 
manner, concerning his sincere belief, that he 
qught to do many things, contrary to the na?ne 
of Jesus, he would hardly, I suppose, have 
said, that he had fulfilled all these conditions y 
r— But we know what he did say, to himself 
and to the world : He said. He was ti^e chie^ 
Of sinners* 

So remote is persuasion from sincerity ! and 
so little acquainted, many times, are iipiocenc^ 
and error! 

But ' these questions, it will be said, may. 
be retorted on the believer ; who may be neither 
more diligent, nor more impartial in his in- 
quiries, than the unbelifver.' 

Allow that they may ; yet observe the im- 
mense difference of the two cases, in regard, 
both to the danger incurred, and tp the crime 
committed. 

If 1 believe, on insufficient grounds, what do, 
I lose ? only what 1 can well spare ; my un- 
belief and my vices. And what do I gain ? 
that, which of all things is most precious to^ 
me ; peace of mind, and the hopes of heaven. 
On the other hand, if I disbelieve, I lose itti 
that is valuable in both worlds, and gain nothing 
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feut the Sid privilege of being set frte from the 
resti^ints of this reKgion ^. 

Consider, tcfo^ thedifference of the crime, in 
the two cases. If the Christian errs in admits 
ting the truth of hk religion, he ha» only tb 
answer for his ill judgment, ^t most : he eotildi 
be drawn to this persuasion by no criminal nio^ 
tives : for, which of these coutd Uas him to 
the belief of the holiest of all religions ? If th6 
etrror lies on the other side, in rejecting thia 
religion, how shall he know, ^ that, besides the 
blame of judging ill, some immoral pur- 
poses and dispositions may not have secretly 
concurred to pervert bis judgment? The 
Christian may be nnreasonable : but the un* 
behever, I do not say, certainly, but^ is toQ 
probably vicious^ 

Thus the danger, in all views, is on the un^ 
believing side. And if there be difficulty ift 
knowing when I am sincere, there is none in^ 
knowing which of the two mistakes is safer and 
less criminal. 

It will be said, perhaps, that an inquirer j 
may be biassed in favour of Christianity by cor- 

* De se tromper en eroyant vraie la relig^ion CJiretienne, 
tt n*y a pas grand* chose h, perdre : mais quel malheur de se 
troipper ^n la eroyant ftusse ! M. Pasqal, p. S^. 
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rupt motives^ that is, by views of credit or m- 
terestj attending thq profession of it, in coun- 
tries where this religion is legally established. 
Without doubt. But such persbns can hardly 
put themselves in the case of St. Paul, and say. 
They are verily persuaded^ they ought to be 
Christians. For such gross motives can be no 
secret to their own hearts, and they cannot but 
know that Christianity condemns all such mo- 
tives. 1 regard then such persons in the light 
of hypocrites confessed, and by no means in 
that of believers. On the other hand, men may 
affect to disbelieve from the like views oi credit 
or interest y in certain circumstances ; and so be- 
come hypocrites of another kind ; of which the 
number is, perhaps, not inconsiderable. But 
I atn here speaking of such corrupt partialities 
as may consist with a firm belief, or disbelief 
of Christianity. And here it is plain, the cri- 
minality is likely to be much greater in him who 
without ground rejects, than in him who too 
hastily admits such a religion. 

To conclude, then, with the case of St. Paul, 
which has given occasion to these reflexions* 

/. No firmness of persuasion, it is plain, can 
justify a man in being led by it into the com- 
mission of gross and acknowledged crimes. 
And the reason is, that no persuasion of the 
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truth of any principle can be greater than that 
which every man has that he ought not to com* 
mit such actions. If St. Paul's persuasion saved 
him from this guilt, it was owing to the peculiar 
genius of the Jewish religion^ 

But, fiirther, St. Paul was blameable for 
taking up that permasion^ 6n which he s^cted. 
His mind had been corrupted by hasty preju- 
dices, and ungoverned passion. He concluded 
too fast, then, when he thought his persuasion 
sincere^ though it was indeed strong and vio- 
lent. His persuasion did not exclude error, 
and that error implied insincerity, and so was 
not innoceifit. 

It follows from the whole, that we ought 
never to act wrong on the pretence of con- 
science ; and that we should learn to suspefet 
the possibility of guilt's. mixing itself even with 
what we call pur speculative opinions. Error 
may be innocent; but not so long as truth lies 
before us, and we may, if we do our duty, dis- 
cover it. Let our inquiries, then, in all matters 
of moment, above all in those of religion, be 
diligent, and strictly honest. Where these 
jwecautions are not observed, our mistakes are 
always blameable, . because in some degree they 
are wilful and insincere. 
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PREACHED MAY ID, 1767. 



St. LuKE^ vi. 26. 

tfoe unto youy when all men speak wdl efy^u* 

jflLMONG other woes denounced in thig 
chapter by our Saviour against different sorts 
of men> we have one in the text against ihose^ 
pf whom all men speak well. 

The reason of this severe sentence may not 
appear at fiirst sight: firsts because it may not 
immediately occur to us, what)iurt orinconve* 
taience there can be in every man^s good word; 
and, secondly, because every man^s good word 
)8 not likely to be had. 
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-As ^ thirf last pkrticiiUr/it is true, die |)raise 
of a«i frUm, ih the MX ixteirt dt thte Worcte, k 
not to be obtained. But the sense of the feit 
requires, only, that we understand a very 
• general praise ;' and this^ we' seie many men 
obtaiik t Arid if We only ivant to Tthow, in what' 
respects, the possession of this praise can be' 
deem)^ a misfortune, i*e shall^fltid them, V 
auppbse,^ (Without looking further) in the fol- 
)b#ing considerations. ' 

The woi:, of being ivell spoken of hy al$ 
metiy may be apprehended, if we reflect, That 
(taking the world as it is) its good word, so 
largely bestowed on any man, implies a me- 
iioiS^ity bf virtue, Hf 0ie iea* ;r-^hat it fre- 
qbently ' indplies,^ a considerable degree of 
pOMti^k iit^deslirt;—^at it sometimes implies, 
fith^mmgh depramty and prostttntion of the 
fnoral chmracter. ; ! 



Frcmi these three e6nsideratu)nsv I propose 
to llluslrate'tlle ti^ of the text.— In moral 
diseours^^ it is scstix^e possible to avoid very 
general assertions, Thes^ may sometimes waiit 
to be restrained : but ye will do it for your- 
seives, rw^ye seij ^causS; for the appeal lies, 
iH aloitg,- to-yaur own bosoms and experience. 
'^:vowvr. •"-'"" ' " r* X' ^ '■'"'* ' 
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L I ^ the»r-^^<.f : *bM; to l»' i«f)K.4|w^ 

ATPrHE:BiiaT, .. • .•'; -■ •■ -^ -: ,„• './- ..-t ...' 

^. 4nd ihe^s9er€ion ici fouq^; qn floaty fmn^ 
sffxf^, An eipiwepfc, ^egrw 4?f yirtii? <exmtffii^ 

2|2CQiAnK)4fktf( itf^lf.to. i9ien> vi^tr^ wd. ekp^otah 
tipif s ;. i^f(, l^tly^ i^ :l^i!t>le! to 3<W^, ei(C€98^» 
and connected with soii)e^.iafirq|i;ti|^, wl^V^ 
are either peculiar to itself^ or would less di$^ 
ll^c^ .la virt\i^ of* ^be cpmmott s^ampf , ; j 

Let vifi ireigi^ tlpjese ^ejireral reasopn, 

%. Jb? chapt^ pf , \^e)y is a^ iCommoa <mi£^ 
^nd b^ be^^^^ewted by enry mpsf^U 
When , a , p\m^s worth lifts him. ab6f^ ^be^e^ 
neKality of hifi ap^ci^s^ be is tfaougbt 1:0 4q;i(e$> 
those who feel themselves beneath him\ ^ Their 
pride is hurt, their self-love is mortified, by the 
acknowledge^ pp^erieoee« ^^^d i^ tl}isr^t«(9 of 
things, HQ w^iKier 4bat: miK^ 4adii8ti7.iif<«m^ 
ploy/Bd to obscum a victiie> vAio^t vwAmaAflA 
splendour would givQ jNiin. 

;. . ■■ ; ' :.'■ ■'"■;-..'* i ■■•' ■ 
^. %lt mes^jfopqnBtimea/deteac^ from a vthr 
perior cbarapter, with perfect goodftWi*! fl 
is not envy, but inapprehension, which .«cts;^ 
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tbemon tvork. F^r it it ^ith tome viyto^^ at 
witb those stiblitiier graces in a work of art or 
genius: few^ l^ut sucht as could have set the 
example^ have any idea or conception of them. 

Thus^ a dinntei^ted goodness, when carried 
to a certain length ; a generosity of niifid^ 
when stretched beyond certain bounds ; a sense; 
of honour, ope^ttng to a certain degree; in a, 
word, temperance, jusrtice, ^iety, humanity^ 
any or all of these virtues, exalted to a certain 
pitdi, are either not comprehended, or are 
p^haps traduced, as marks of fbHy and ex- 
travaganbe, by those who are not capable of 
sisic^ding to tfiese heights themselves. Of 
which, the instance nre s6 frequent in all 
historjTi ^«id ^ven inf comnimi Hfe, that no man 
wants to bef reminded Of them, * 

Sp Still, if superior virtue were only envied, 
w ilt-iinderstdbd,^ thte misfortmie vfOuM noibe 
to gr^tv It is, %e^d^, ottwey ^nlf^prisingl 
toMkmtiar^infltxMe. ft contents not itself 
with heing^ merely pasi^e, hiitoxioiis, blame^ 
fess: it woiild oblige/ beifriend; arid tniei-rt of 
tnankind? * It SVouM be distinguiished by ictua! 
8fe?vicet, M*«t least by glorious attempts:' Ani 
m^proseci^tjh^ thefe, it consuls no ^tft 
occasions ; ^' bends tt ' no Aian s ' prejudices ; 
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leans to DO partiaV intereats ot coibideraticmft ; 
is simple, uniform, invariably and boMs cm 
its course, steadily and direqtl3r, ,iow^ds its. 
main eud and scope* . There is. a mi^wipity 
in true worth and goodness, which scorns and 
rejects all disguis§$> ^nd would appear aqdbe 
itself, , ^ 

A character of this stamp is too awful to be 
popular. There is something of terror iu sq 
sublime a virtue; and those who aredi^tin-r 
guished by it, may be esteemed,' perhs^ps, ^d 
revered, but are rarely applauded by the wofW^ 
What difference betweeu the divine integrity: 
c^ Cato, apd the specious temporising virtues 
of Caesar! Yet, if history had been ^ilei^^, we 
should es^sily have known whi(:li of these men 
was destined to be tbi^ ido| pf the RptYiau 
people. 

4- Nor is ev^n tbi$ the woorst. Virtuf, in 
this exalted stat^, is, not ea^ly reMrain^ from 
running, at times, into certain £XC£3S£s: 
^xcesses^ which (pripg, as it were, fromi^^ts 
very essence, and which the tr^y wise allow 
for, excuse, and almost admijpe -, but which 
Ixurt the rieputation mor^i with bafe and or^ 
dinary minds^ t^ the virtue iftelf, und^t 4 
due f ^rtion, serves ^nd promotes it, 1 
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- When the virtuous Brutus, in the crisis of 
the Roman state^ strtiggKtig for its last breath 
of liberty, chose rather to put eveiy thing to 
hii^ard, than violate the strict forms of law 
and JTistice * :,^ — And again, when our virtuous 
Falkland was kept, by bis nice sense of honour, 
from taking some liberties^ which the duty, 
of his place, the public service, and the prac- 
tice of ^11 times, might seem to authorize; 
when these great men, I say, erred from an 
excess of virtue, a thousand tongues were 
reftdy to blaspheme, and even ridicule tlieir 
mistakes, while one or two only revered the 
honesty of mind, which gave birth to them^ 

These glorious excesses, which are frequent 
in a virtuous character, hardly deserve the 
name of infirmities : yet infirmities^ in the 
common sense of the word, are the lot of human 
nature, in whatever state of perfection. That 
heat of mind, which nourishes heroic virtue, is 
apt to produce these; and, as tlie noblest 
genius sometimes lets fall inaccuracies, which 
moderate talents would correct ; so the best 
man sometimes commits extravagancies, which 
a moderate virtue would avoid : and when this 

a Plutarch. Brutus. 

*> Of ope^xkg private Ietter», and employkig s^piet of 
state. Clarskjdoit. 
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riuschanee happens^ the itufirmity is sure to be; 
observ^^ and neter pardoned. Or, led th^ 
weakness be such, as is inddent to our torn* 
mon nature ; still its effects are very difi^re^t ; 
it shall eclipse half the virtUbs of an excellent 
man^ and^ in a common eharacter, be eith^ 
not seen^ or not regarded* 

So true it is, that^ to be well spoken of hf 
aUrMUy implies but an orditiaty share 6f virtue^ 
at best ! Por, consider these several circum- 
stances, and see what a shade tiiey cast on the 
reputation of extraordinary men. To shine out 
in the full lustre of a general iame^ is reserved 
for those, wliose virtue is not of a size to givci 
umbrage ; whose merits are to the level of alt 
eyes ; who adapt themselves with dexterity to 
all occasions ; and who are kept, by their very 
mediocrity, from any infirmity, or excess. 

And it would be well, if the tiw?e ended here; 
if the misfortune of these applauded men wer^ 
negative only, andxtmounted to no more than 
the absence of vic6, or the possession of virtue 
in the common d^rees. But, I dpubtj» it 
amounts to much more: it frequently implies 

. II« A COMSIDBKABLS DB^lLXC CNP fOtlTIVB 
CU«!4>fiSSRT. 
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When the JewSj in^ a fit of ignoratnt zeal, 
were taking ^p atones to, cast it bur htes^ed 
Lord, he said to them : Many 0000 woRKd 
have I shewed ymj^om my Father ifiyr wkieh 
of THu^ twrfis do ye ^tme wi^f Intimating, 
that thie resentment of a misjudging multitude 
is generally occasioned by praise-worthy actions. 
On the same principle, when shouts of popular 
applause are sounding in a man's ears, he may 
reasonably ask. For which of my evil deeds 
is this praise wasted upmi me ? For it is just 
as much to be ^xpeeted that a clamorous praise 
should attend a bad action, as tliat a clamorous 
rage should be excited fey a good one. 

And if we look abroa^d into the world, we 
«harfl find, ^dt it is not virtue, in whatever 
de^pee, but sonje popular vice, that too oft en- 
gaged 4ts warmest approbation. In fact, even ,a 
^loderate share of virtue, joined to an inofF«i- 
sive character, shall more frequently secure a 
man from the isensure, than procure him the 
applause of mankind. To be generally w^l 
spoken oJ\ he nmst do more than not offend : 
he must merit his reward, before it is conferred 
upon him. And, though illustrious services 
TOay sometimes extort thi-^ reward^ yet the 

c John X. 3«. 
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^ sur^ and easkrwayto<>l^tain it, i$ to please. And 
phm I am to pleasjB; cUl men, in order to obtain 
t^ soffcfge^f all^.teil.me what waydiere is 
pf executing tl^is project^ without dishonouring 
myself. Men a«e not pleased, unless I humour 
their (oiblies^ sooth their vices, serve thcur iU 
ends^ or unjustifiable pafsions ; and woe unto 
ine, if I acquire tl^ir good ofunion by theiip 
means. 

But suppose I am restrained by some sense 
pf decency and of duty, and not disposed tp 
run all lengths in my endeavours to please* 
Still it is npt, nothing,: to. be silent where 
virtue bids me speak ; it is something, to give 
a man leave to think he is. honoured by me 
for that which deserves blame; it is base^ to 
flatter and extoll immoderatdy even his good 
jqualities ; and it is flagitious to countenance 
and inflame his bad ones. 

Yet one or other of these ways must he take, 
;who is ambitious of every man^s good word. 
And is there no woCy think ye, in such a conr 
duct as this? Suppose I but sacrifice one virtue 
p^ my reputation^ but one generous equality to 
my passion .for .fame ; still am I innocent in 
making this sacrifice ? Can I applaud myself 
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fi^r iQiJ^ing' thus free witlx my moral charact^ } 
Or, rather, have \ not cause to humble myself 
luider a sense of my ill-desert ? 

Y^s, woe to that maUi who, to be well with 
the world, ot with any part of it, deserts any 
OQ^ virtuous principle, transgresses any one 
k;no|WQ duty, corrupts his conscience with any 
one deliberate vice. Let the world's applause 
be what it will ; he is a loser who g^ns it ou 
such terms*^ 

. But I am still putting matters^ at the best j 
For, 

III, Lastly, this general acceptation, thk 
mighty privilege of being well spoken of hyall 
men, sometimes, and not unfrequently, de* 
mands a sacrifice^ not of one, but all thcf 
virtues : it implies a thorough depravity and 

PROSTITUTION OF THE MORAL, CHARACTER. ^ 

" Our delicacy will not bear to have this 
matter pushed home, and brought directly to 
ourselves. Our self-love revolts against the 
imputation; and no man applies so se^'ere a 
censure to his own case, or that of his ec- 
^uaintance. 
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' Let us look dbroad^ then, • for what we are- 
willing to shift off so far from us. Let us 
look for this opprobrious cha^'acter in ancient 
times^ and distant regions, with which we 
may take greater Hberties, iand concerning 
which we may discourse Without <^Hce. And 
when we have found it, let us only remember 
that the character is no ideal one ; that it in 
fairly taken- from the annals of human nature^ 
and may therefore, in part at least, concent 
ourselves* 

• A noble Roman is described by oke who 
knew him well, in the following manner^: 
*^ He possessed, in a wonderful degree, the 
^ faculty of engaging all men to hiniself, by 
^ every art of address, and the most obsequious 
^ application to their humours, purposes, and 
^ designs. His fortune, his interest, nay his 

' ''.Ilia m illo homine mirabitk fuerunt^ eomprebendera 
*' multos amicitift, tueri obsequio> cum omnibus com" 
^'smmcare <pxod habebat^ sertii^ temporibus suorunt 
*' ommum, pecunlk, gratis, labors corppris^ scelere ^tiam^ 
f* 81 opus esset, et audacid : versare tuam Dftturam^ et 
** regere ad tempus^ atque hue et illuc torquere et ficctere;. 
** cum trlstibus ierei^^ cum remissb jucunde ; eum fcni* 
^ bus ffCAtHer, com jurentute eomiter > ciua fcffbM^ncw 
«< audacter^ cum libidinosis luxurios^ viv^r^ H&c iUe 
''tarn vari^ mttltiplici^u& naturit, &c.** Cicero pro Jkf, 
Ctelk, c liL 
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^ perfeott^lvas wholly their^s; and he Was teady 
*^ to shew hw attachment to them by every 
** service, and, if occasion required it, hf 
*^ every crime. He had the most perfect dex- 
^'terity in moulding his own nature, and 
'^ shaping it into all forms. The n^n of 
^ austere morals he could gain to himsdf^ %>y 
^ a weil-disscmbled severity ; the more fre6 
^^ and libertine sort, by an unrestrained gaiety* 
"^ He could equally adapt himself to the vi- 
•"^ vacity of youth, and to the gravity of xAA. 
*^ age : with men <rf bold spirits and factious 
^ designs, h^ was prompt, enterprizing, audit- 
^ cious ; with tlw men of pleasure, he cxMild 
^ be licentious, luxurious, dissolute.** 

What think ye, now, of this character? 
With so various and pfiable a disposition, could 
he &il of being popular ? And with so total n 
want of principle, can we doubt of his beiiig 
abandoned ? He was, in truth, both the one, 
and the other. He was the favourite % and 
the pest of his country : in a word, this man 
was, Caxiune. , 

But let us turn our thoughts from such a 
pwligy^ and conclude only from the instance 

^ Juventus pleraque, sed maximb nohiliwn, CatUin^ 
inoa^tb farebat. SaUust. c. 17. And ag^ : QiiinlA» 
cimcta pltbes, Cat^in» incoepta probabat. c. 37. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ji& 8ERMOK XXI.' 

ji/ere given^ that a character may be much aj)^ 
l^auded and very worthless ; and that, to be 
well spohen of hy all, in a certain extent of 
those words, one must be, if not a CatiUne^ 
yet an unquestionably vicious and corrupt man.. ' 

\ ■ i ■ . ' ' 

I have now gope through, the several topics,. 

I proposed to illustrate in this discourse* 

My more immediate design was,' to explaitv 
and justify the text ; to shew that it spake not 
without reason when it spal^e, perhaps^ some- 
what differently from our expectations; and 
that out divine master had abundant cause to 
pronounce a woe on those, of, whom the world 
is so ready to speak well. 

. But in doing this, I persuade myself, I have 
done more; and, in shewing the reasons of 
this tuoe, have said enough to repress and 
mortify that lust of general praise, which is set 
fatal to our virtue, as well as happiness. For 
what can be more likely to restrain men from 
this folly, than to let them see, that the prize, 
they so ambitiously contend for, would be a 
.misfortune to them, if it could be obtained ; 
^nce a very general praise is rarely conferred, 
at best^ but upon a feeble imperfect state of 
virtue; is, frequently, the reward of positive 
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iU-desert; and is, sometimes, the pgy^ ifaalk 
men receive for the greatest crimes. 

These considerations shew the t^nly: true 
ppise to be that which a well informed mind 
gives to itself. This praise is pure and uik 
mixed ; is only bestowed on r^l merit ; and is 
nicely proportioned to the several degrees of it 
It is the e^^rnest too of every other praise,, 
which ought to be precious to us. For, when 
conscience approves, good men and angels are 
ready to applaud ^ nay, when a marCs heart 
condemns him not, then has he confidence to^ 
wards God^^ 

To conclude : it is in this contention of hu- 
man life, as in those games of which the ancient 
world was so fond : the success consists not ip 
the acclamations qf the attending multitude, but 
in the crown which the victor receives at the 
hands of the appointed judge. If he obtains 
that great prize, it is of little moment whether 
the rest follow or not. The applause of the 
by-standers may add to the noise and pageantry 
of the day; but the triumph is sincere and 
complete without it. 

As then it would be arrogance and inhu- 
manity to reject universally the good opinion 

f I Jolm iii. ^1. 



Digitized by 



Google 



3*ft 



SERMON XXX. 



flf the worMy so it would be {iAly, or some* 
thing worse, to dote upon it. If it may he 
honestly obtained, it is well : if not, let the 
fHetid of Virtue; above all, let the follower of 
Jfstis, consde himself, under the loss of it, 
wtth this reflection, "^ That it is no certain 
^ argument of trtfe hortour and ti'ue happiness, 
^ tiay, that it is a presumption to the contraiy, 
•^ to be found in the cjass of those, nf wiotfi 
*^ ail men ^ai wett^ 
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f i 



St^ John yiii, 9* 



Jims^^bii to her.yrNdtber do Icofuhnuttkeei 

£VEIIY toiie tinderstands th^ occasion ol 
these' vvotd^tVJTfefe hhsdution of thi tMmdn 
taken in adultery, says an ancient writ^r^ hai 
been always famous in the chufch^: Indeed 
*o iiiTndtts^ tihtit some, who know btit Ihtle of 
the other parts of the Gos^l history, pretend 
to betveil acquainted with this ; from which 
tbey draw conclusions so favourable to their 

• • St/Ambrose, Apud Whitby. 
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own loose practices, that others of stricter 
toorals have been disposed to question its au-r 
thenticity, and to expunge this obnoxious pas- 
sage from the sacred books. 

The attempt^' indeed, has tiot succeeded. 
The obnoxious passage is unquestionably au^ 
thentick. But what then shall we say to the 
narrativfe itself f Hovr are We to expdund it 
ccmsjstently with the known character of Jesus? 
and how are we to obviate the ill consequences 
which seem so naturally to flow from it ? 

These questions will b^ answered by con^ 
tidering attentfvely the nature and circum- 
stances of the case : from which it will appear, 
that this decision of our Lord is founded on the 
higliest wisdom; and,, when seek in its true* 
light, afibrds no countenance to the licentious 
^o^ses of oneparty^. and u^si give^ijo fdan]| ' 
tp the s^jrupifiotts f(?^p j^nA uppreb^^ous of 
another*... ^;. .^, __ , ,.,.' • .,.,-* ■- 

-J 'ilf'helact ,is related by the sacred historian \xi 
these words : ^^ The Scribes and Pharisees 
*/ brought to. him a woman taken in adultery j 
". aad when diey had set her in the midst, they 
*^ say to him, Master, this woman was taken 
^ in adultery in the very act Now, Moses in 
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^[ the law Commanded^ that such should be 
^^ stoned ; but what sayest thou ?'* 

*rhus far we see there was no difficulty. A 
crime had been committed, and might be 
proved ; and their law had appointed the 
punishment. Why then do the Scribes and 
t^harisees apply to Jesus, for his judgment 
in the case ? The text tells us ; for it follows 
immediately-^-" This they said, tempting him, 
"4:hat they might have to accuse him." They 
came to him then, not for any information 
about the nature of the crime^ or of the punish- 
ment due to it ; the crime hqd been distinctly 
specified in their law (the authority of which 
Jesus admitted, as well as they) and the sort 
of punishment had been distinctly specified, 
too : But they came with the insidious design 
of tempting . him ; that is, of drawii)g some 
tmswer from him, which might give them an 
occasion to accuse him, either to the people, ot 
lo the rulers of the Jewish state* 

In what then did their temptation consist ? 
Or, what crime was it, of which, by thu« 
tempting him, they supposed they 7mght have 
to accuse Mm to the Jews ? The answer to tlii* 
tjuestion will lead us into a gfoper view of our 
LordV conduct on .il)fl> ^ci^ion^ and tviljl 

VOL. VI. V 
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enable us to form a right judgment of the 
manner in which he disappointed the malice qf 
his insidious tempters. 

We find in the preceding chapter of St. 
John's Gospel, that the Jews sought to hill him, 
ver. 1 . ; and that, being alarmed at the progress 
of his doctrine among the people, the Phari^ 
sees and chief priests had even sent their 
^officers to tah^ him hy force^ ver. 32. But 
this project failing in the execution, by the 
growing favour of the people towards him, and 
by the strange impression Which the doctrine 
of Jesui had ihade on those officers themselves, 
they found it expedient to try other and moi^ 
indirect methods* 

For this purpose, having taken a woman in 
adultery, they supposed they had now obtained 
a certain method of accomplishing their designs 
against him. They therefore bring her to him^ 
and say. Master, this woman was taJcen m 
adultery, in the very act. Now, Moses in the 
law commanded us, thqt such should be stoned: 
but what say est thou ? 

l^ey concluded, that hi|» answer to this 
question must be such as would give th^m a 
sure hold of him. For either it wouti be, that 
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^ey:A^i{^^^ri6^ Btfi he* wouM^fdft 'a ' sk^ 
cnficp .'to' tiie" 2fear ot** tlie' pfeople tfefaielvgl/ ^ 
ffonj VHose^ fayoXir to' him * they hiA iibw tli^ 
mosi'dreaduil a'ppretiVri^ons •/ or, if he jusfiiieq 
this law of Moses, and encouragea^tKePekteu- 
tion of it (and this conduct they had most 
r^sbn*to ex|)ect/ frotn th^'WinoWii strictneM of 
his'life and cloctrinej^ cAid from ' his pro^i^sieiif 
reverence for the law), in that case, they would 
have to acmse him to the Jewish rulers, aa 
taking to himself a civil and judiciaf chafacfer ; 
or,* rather to tlieir' Roirlan masters,' as pir^ 
-sumii^g tb coiideihn t6' deaih^ an oflTerider byliis 
own" proper authority^; vi^hereas iV was not 
lawjfvtl forlhe Sanlieclrim'l^elf, but by express 
leave of *th^' Ilfoman govefrnpur, topui^dmfmdn 
todeaih\ 

In*snoi^,*ieiihfel 'thfe^peofile ^t^^mself^es^ w6ul<i 
kilt.liim on tHy^spoliy as a disparager and' bias-. 



pnepaerx)^ ine ia^]*: *or,^ he would 1be coiivictea 
of that*c.aBitkl crit^,^ whic^^th^ir^rufes'i^^^ 
^o fasCj^ upp^Jlll;p, of hiaKing himself a htng^ 
a^ct^ so i^bif ' thl'^pSn^pmehi' ^ot wfeuipn to 
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Such l^ing the profound artifice, as Wfell as 
malice, of thie plot^ the, situation of. our Lord 
was .very critical ; and nothing but that divine 
)¥i$dom,'l:fy which he spake, and which at- 
tended him in all conjunctures, could deliver 
him from it. 

•* - ' ' • ,. . • ' ' 

. Let us see, then, what th^t wisdom sug- 
gested to him in his present perilous condi- 
tion. . ' . . •' . 

Instead of replying directly to their ensnaring 
question, ", He stooped down, and with his 
^^ finger wrote on the ground, as though he 
" heared them not.'* His enemies, no doubt, 
considered this affected inattention as a poor 
subterfuge ; or, rather, as an evident^ proof of 
his confusiort, and inability to avoid the snare 
they had laid for him ; and were ready to exult 
over him, as their certain prey, now fallen into 
thmr bands. They therefore repeat and press 
.npcm him their insulting, question,, urging him 
with much clamour to give them an imn^ediat^ 
reply. ^ /f So when they continued asking him, 
^\ as the historian proci^s, he lift^^up4iimseli^ 
*' aiid said to tftem. He that is withcHtt sin 
*' am6ng you, let him first cast a stone at her.. 
'^ And, again h^^ftooped down and wrote ob 
f^ the grpund.** ^ 
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The divinity of thi^ answer can* never be 
enough admired. He duded by it; at 6nce,\ 
thetwo opposite snares they had laid fbf him :' 
he disconcerted all their hopes and triumphant 
expectations; and carried, at the sattie time/ 
by the weight of this remonstrance, and the 
power which he gave to it, trouble, confusion 
and dismay into their affrighted consciences. 
Without speaking a word against the law, 01^ 
taking to himself an authority which he had 
never claimed, and which did not belong to^ 
bim, he turned their temptation on* them- 
selves; and instead of felling' a victim to, it; 
astonished them with the moral use he had 
made of it, and sent them away overwhelmed 
with shame, "conviction, and self-contempt; 
For it follows, " They whi^h beared [this re- 
^^ ply] being convicted by their own conscience^ 
^* went out one by one, beginning at the eldest; 
^^ even to the last"; and Jesus- was left alone, and 
♦^ the woman standing in the midst.** 

ITiis was no time, we see, for declaring his 
sense of the law of Moses, or giving his assent 
to the execution of it ; which, upon the least 
signification of his mind, had certainly followed 
from the people (such was their united zeal 
for the law, and reverence for his opinion). Hi.s 



Digitized by 



Google 



»^,^c^a:C^ti9qs and palici^s qupstioft; 
biji^ ki mch a xnaQi^r ^ jfi}g)it ^^^i?* with 
^l^^and innoccBtce, ^nd even ^ith ^4fin^^ 
C9^qfra ,fpr the inoral jjtate aud caodUion^pf 
thpse^^uestipners ^emsejves, 

,No man.^v^I tfien ej^pect, tj^at, in such cir^ 
ilHmstances, he shp^ld eiqfttiate, to .the ^hy- 
il^d^rs, OA tjhfi l^^Mous crime of ^dubjeiyf 
9^jecf^d to this u^.appj^ lYPOWJi : a poyj^ 
^opqernjflg lyhiijh 4>?y 4^$erv^d ttot, ftpm ^ j^ 
yiftaoi^s ip<%t^ati9p .tljey^^d Qonceijf^ ^i^t 
^t, ^hich tljey j^a^t^d nyt, fxopx f^ny rig^oj^^Q 
^yi.iyejje ypder ^its gepc^al rf^i}}Te^ tP J^ 
fiHrth^r ;5^tif ft^ or in^f!^ed. T^y ^fevfj^, 
%j}d^y ^^ntejtj tph^ w^f ^^Mf 9^ theif 
Q^n gqij^ ^1^ Ayipk^Q^j ; a»5^^th?? t^py-^^ 
riyiejd ftpna J[ej5)i? j^b^e fplk^st jp^Qvictjon. This 
^as the sp^e pui:pQrt of QurLorjd'? rjeply to 
them: any other had ,^en iwsfwnahle ajid 
improper ; and therefore no man will now be 
fiiurprized to find Ujp. i^^ue of thif Xieai^rfc^blc 
co^^r^oe in thfi ipild. dj;sBiissipmKvhic^ b§ giv^ 
^p the unhappy person, wJ^o hajd farni?^€4 thg 
pcc^ipn of it. 

«^ ^hen Jesus had lift yjihim^eljt •'J.d ;»??{{ 
" none but the woman^ he said to her. Wo- 
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*^ man, where are those thine accusiars? Hath 
^* no man condemned thee ? She said. No. man, 
** Lord :. Jesus said to heV, Neither do I con- 
^} demn thee ; go^ and sin no more." 

, The story conclvjde? in the very njanner we 
should now expect from the preceding circum- 
stances. The accusers of the woman had, with- 
drawn themselves ; being convicted in their 
own mindsy by the divine energy of Christ's 
reproof, of the very same crime> as some sup- 
pose, but certainjy of some crime of equal 
malignity with that, whiqh they had objected 
to this. sinner. Their accusation had not been 
formed qxi their zeal for the honour of the law, 
pr any aptjpathy they had conceived to the 
crime in question, but on the wicked purpose 
pf oppre$sing an innocent man. When they 
failed of this end, they thought not of carrying 
.the , criminal before the proper judge, or of 
prostituting the matter any further. To the 
question then which our Lord put to her, hath 
^to man condemned thee, i. e. hath no man un- 
dertaken to see the sentence of the law carried 
intp execution against thee ? she answered, iVb 
mmii IfOrd. Neither do I^ continued Jesus, 
condemn thee: I, who am a private man, and 
have no fiuthority to execute the law ; I, who 
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came not to judge the world, but to save tk^ 
Worldy I presume not to pass the sentence of 
rieath upon thee. I le^ve this matter fo thine 
accusers, and to the proper judge/ But what 
my oflSce of a diyine instructor of mankind 
requires, that I am read^ to perform towards 
thee. Let me admonish thee, then, of thy 
great wickedness in committing this act, and 
exhort thee to repentance and a better life for 
the futqre ; Go, anp sin no more; \ 

Every thing here is so natural and so proper, 
so suitable to the circumstances of the case, 
and to the character and office of Jesus, that no 
shadow pf blame can fall upon our Lord's con- 
duct ; nor has any man of sense, who considers 
the history, the least reason to conclude that 
any countetiance is hereby given to the horrid 
sin of adultery. The mistake (if it be purely 
a mistake) has arisen from the ambigimus isense 

pf the WOfds, I CQNDEMN THEE NOT ; which 

juay either signify, I blame thee not, or I pas^ 
fiot the legal sentence of death upon thee. But 
they cannot be here taken in the former sense, 
because Christ imrpediately charges the woman, 
with her guilt, and bids her sin no nwrei 
?fay, they can only be taken in the fatter sense'j^ 
t^epause that was tjie sense in \vhich her ac« 
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#users had not condemned her ; for otherwisei 
by bringing h^r to Jesus, and by their vehe*' 
ipent acpusation of her, they had sufficiently 
testified their sense of her crime. When Jesus 
therefore said, Neither do I condemn thee, he 
could only be understood to mean, *^ Neither^ 
*^ do I take upon me to do that which thine ac-^ 
*^ cusers have omitted to do ; that is, I do not 
^'condemn thee to- be put to death ; a sen-^ 
^' tence, which however thou mayest deserve 
^^ by the law of Moses, I have no authority tq 
*^ pronounce against thee,** 

It should further be observed, that although 
the turn here given by Jesus to this famous 
accusation be indeed iavourable to the criminal 
(and it could not be otherwise, consistently 
with his own safety, or even duty) yet it in- 
sinuates nothing against the propriety of a legal 
prosecution, nor gives the least countenance to ^ 
the magistrate to abate of his rigid exeeutioit 
of the law which is entrusted to him* The 
mixture of mercy and hun^anity in Christ's de- 
cision is indeed very amiable and becoming in. 
tf private man ; but had the question been, 
** Whether it were not fit to prosecute so great 
^^a crime in a legal and regular manner,** there 
is no reason to believe that his answer woul4 
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Bxte,giv^ any check to tfee course, of pqWic 

i«*«** ..> o, : : • -I 



-n .^4.*^..'^ .vii ;fTlM' 



We sec then fronj the jp<holj;n^rta^tive^ .j^nd 
ttom this comment upon it. That hejre is no 
dHxmragement ^ven to any la^an j^o thinj: mor^ 
slightly of the sin of adultery^ tha^ ^tbor^pas- 
»gjes of the Gospel, and the reason jof iii^ tKiOjgj 
authorize him, to do. Tfie sin is uijquestionably 
of the 'deepest dye ; is one of the i^ost flagrant 
^1^ men can commit in society ; and is equally 
ftnd uniformly condemned by nature itself and 
by the Christian morals. If, besides condenin- 
ffHgy iiobt isj expressing his abhorrence; of the 
Wh a9 Jesus did, he further m^de an aduite- 
fpixs multitude sensible of their iniquity andi 
Mvage inhumanity in calling for the sudden and 
tumultuary punishment of one, who had de- 
fk^rved no worse than themselves, this benefit 
3ifas accessary and incidental to the circum^ 
Stamces of the story ; and, while it gives onk 
jMcasion to admire the address and lenity of o^r 
divine master, takes nothing from the enormity 
cff the crime itself> or from the detestatiQjx 
whidi he had of it. In short, one cannot well 
conceive how Jesus could have done more iff 
tli^.case, or have expressed his displeasure ^t 
liie crime more plainly, unless he h^d become 
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To conclude : if m^ ^o^ld ^1 -to ^ii4 
the purity and transcendant holiness of Chrisf s 
character, as evidenced in the general tenou? 
of his history^ and considered withall, that 
never man spake as he spake, they could not 
$uspect him of giving any quarter to vice ; and 
might be sure, that, if what he said on any 
occasion, had the least appearance of looking 
that way, the presumption must be without 
grounds, and could only arise from their not 
weighing and considering his words, «o replete 
with all wisdom, as well as goodness, with a 
proper attention. The case before us, we 
have seen, is a memorable instance of tkis 
kind: and let all readers of the Gospel be 
taught by it, that to understand the Scriptures, 
and to cavil at them, are difierent things. 
Let them be warned by this example, not to 
iinpute their own foUios to the sacred text, 
which they must first misinterpret, before they 
can abuse : And, above all, let them take heed 
how they turn the Grace of God into licen" 
tiousness ; that is, how they seek to justify 
to themselves, or^ven palliate, their own cor- 
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niptions^ by their loose and negligent^ if not 
perverse^ glosses on die word of God ; on that 
vtbRV, by which they must stand or fall; and 
which^ like the divine Author of it, will surely 
in the end be justified in Mifs sayings^ and 
Jf cUar when it is judged ^^ 

« Bam. iiL 4. 
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PREACHED WTARCH 1, 17W- 



St. MAXtHEw/xi. 39^ 

Learn of me, for I am meek and lowfy^ m 
heart : And ye shall find rest unto gour 
souls. 

X H£ moral quality recommencled in the 
text^ was little known and less esteemed* in 
the heathen world. Not that humility^ in the 
Christian sense of the word^ hath no foundation 
in natural, reason: but heathen practice gave 

. » The words rawufwi, ooA humiliss are obierved tp W 
geaeAlly^ if not always, yaed lu a bad s«nie bjr tht Ortefc 
and Latio writen. ■■' ^ 
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no countenance to this Virtue, and the pride 
of heathen philosophy would make no acqtiain- 
tance with her* 

She nvas^ left then to be acknowledged, for 
the first time, by Jesus of Nazarelh, who 
knew the worth of this modest stranger ; and 
therefore, as we see, recommends her to the 
notice and familiarity of his disciples in the most 
emphatic terms* 

One would wonder how a virtue, so advan- 
tageously introduced into the Christian world, 
should be so much n^ected . by those who 
call themselves of it. But the reason is not 
difi^Gult to be explained. 

I. It was seen fit> for the ends of human 
virtue, that, in moulding the constitution of 
our common nature, a considerable degree of 
what may bfe called fl geMrdus pridty should 
b^ iqfusecl' intJi "it.^ Miifi^ considi^l^d' in oh^ 
viewi, tbucKes oh th'^ bVirtal creai56h r ' iu^ ahcU 
tlier^ lie daim^^'ik' affiiii^^ 
1*0 4^usfeih this' Tiobtef pit? oMifs^ coiripfe'ftlbSi 
the subject and source of all his diviner quali- 
ties th^ adorable wisdom of theO^atoi^saw 
gooa to miplanf Tn" feini a cbni^fcibW' ^ett$^|^dl 
wqrth and dignity; that so a just self-esteem 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERiMON xxin. 35>: 

jmight erect his thoughts and endeayours,^ and' 
kieep him from submitting too easily to what' 
the baser half of his nature might exact froo^ 
him, . - 

Thus far instinct goes : and^ as yet, there 
is no blame. But then to moderate this in- 
stinct, (a blind power of itself, ^and capable of 
great excesses) to circumscribe its bounds, and 
direct its energies to their true end. reason, a 
iliuch higher faculty, was conferred on man ; ' 
and his duty, thenceforth, was to give the reins 
to the natural sentiment, only so far as this su- 
preme arbitress of human life allowed. 

And hence his corruption and misery took 
its rise. He felt the instinct draw powerfully ; 
and he would not 'take, or would hot be at the 
pains to ask, the advice of reason^ who was 
ready to tell him how far he iiiight yield. 

t^it. ■•■';_ 7' 

Thi^' 
balance < 
as in So 
gartledt 

pride, ;wj 
saliyj. in 
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by this seasonable admonition of our great 
Master^ too generally in the Christian^ 

This is the tnie account of the first and fun- 
damental reason, which makes humility so rare 
a virtue, and of so difficult practice, even among 
the disciples of Jesus* 

li. A second reason is almost as extensive 
as the former, because founded upon it ; I mean^ 
the power of hahit and institution^ 

The bias of our minds towards a just self- 
esteem, not properly directed, presently became 
jnide: and pride, from being a general, wa^ 
easily mistaken for a natural principle ; which 
would then, of course, be unconiined in its 
operation, and sprefid its influence through 
every quarter of human life* 

Hence our earliest education is tinctured 
with this vicious selfrcsteem, and all our sub- 
sequent institutions are infected with it. It is 
cherished in the schools, under the nanie •£ 
emulation ; and in the world at lai^^ under 
that of ambition. Either sex, every age^ every" 
condition, is . governed by it. The femal^ 
world are called upon to value themselves ; an<l 
the niale world to assert their own dignity. 
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The young are applauded for shewing signs of 
spirit ; and the old must vindicate themselves 
from contempt. The lower ranks of men are 
not to be trampled upon ; and the higher, not 
to be affronted. Our camps encourage it^ as 
the spring of courage : and our courts^ as the 
source of honour. 

Thus pride predominates every where : and 
even the moralist or preacher, who would give 
some check to this principle, is thought to 
have an abject mind himself, or not to know 
that world, which he pretends to inform and 
r^ulate. 

What wonder then that this impatient and 
tyrannical .passion, which has general custom, 
and therefore claims to have reason, on her side, 
should yield with reluctance even to the autho- 
rity of religion ? 

III. Another cause, which contributes to 
the same effect, a partial one indeed, but of no 
small efficacy, where it prevails, is, perhaps, 
the Gothic principle of honour^ deeply inter- 
woven with most of our civil constitutions : a 
principle, in itself not friendly to Christian 
humility ; but, as confederated with the other 
two principles before mentioned, what can it 

VOL. VI. z 
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iHo 4»at ii^ame th^m both> timl ginee an infinite 
force to all thciir opemtions ? 

|n rthme tbr^e oonpiderations then^ we hare 
jthe true accoimt and history otpridey the bane 
/of ciyil Wf^, land thedisgFace of x>ur moral nar 
ture. It springs^ first^ from^the. natural sen- 
timenty easily indulged too far : it is, next^ 
(fostered by ^gener^ -habit ; and, in the ehd^ 
tmade aaiQve^ ;by ff^ion. Thus^ its tyranny 
^^rew np, ^4 is no^ ^o complete, that/bu^&Kit^ 
qfmnd i&ill looked upon even in the Christisui 
^orld ; and ^er, offspring, meekness, (the more 
provoking of the two, as being that virtue drawn 
forth into outward act) seems in a way to be 
fairly disn^issed from it. 

It would hardly serve to reinstate these de« 
spised virtues in their pristine honours/ to tell 
of their natures and conditions, to define their 
properties, and deliver the grounds of reason 
on which their pretensions are founded. Cold, 
abstracted philosophy, would do but little in 
this service* Besides, few persons want ito be 
informed what hupfiili^ i»y or how becoming 
such A creature as. man. And no inforrnidiom, 
in the general way of reasoning, <pQuld he glvw 
,with so much jprecision, but thjit a ^willing 
»mind (night gnd,^,way to mistefce or ipecvert 
them. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tb w^iiiea t^at ^^ text ^p|iK^ ^^«)<^b^ 
method of combating tlie univ^ra^ prid^ ctf 
mavikind. It calls upon us to contemplate, in 
ith^ per$(^ qf ^^nSy $h? trye find living ^roi 
#f fmmlitp ; wd boi^ oj^ a sp^d, and.suitf^l:)}^ 
XJ^'dxd to fth^ yptari^s of this x^ivine virl;^e• 
.Would j^ Jcftow w|hM it^ J?) tp «?ie^ anfl fppf^ 
m heart? l^mn ^ Je^4^. Ro 3^ ajfk for 
kVlj^t^nd ye§hopId Ifarn tbisjessonof ^jm? 
the a»?,v^r is direqt ;^od pj^ti^ad^iy, JE> ^ijt^? 
J^4 rf^ stQ nmr smk' Tfeq?e topics, ,t|j(?p, 
must #inpk>7 wl^t new^w? pf 4;l%is ^iscqvn:sie. 

I. •iTie particulars of Chriat^shuaiilily may 
be seen at large in the history of his life. JBut 
they are summed up by the ApostlePaul jipi few 
words. 

Let this mind he in yoit^ says he to the Phi- 
lippians, ivhich was also in Christ Jesus : 
fflib, being in the form of God, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God [i. e. was in no 
haste to seize upon arid assert his right of 
equality with him] ; but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of man ; 
and being found infashion^ as a many he hum- 

z 2 
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bled himself, and hecame oheAieni to death, even 
the death of the cross \ 

' Who^ that hears these words^ can have a 
doubt concerning the nature of humility^ or 
concerning the duties of it ? If heaven stooped 
to earth ; if Jesus descended from thedignity, 
I do not say of an angel, or an archangel, but 
of God himself, to the abject state of man ; if 
he humbled himself to the lowest condition of 
that state ; veiled all his glories in the form of 
a servant ; in that form administered to our in* 
firmities and necessities; bore all the scom^ 
the contradiction, the contumely of injurious 
men ; and even submitted himself to deaths 
llie ignominious death of the cross, for their 
sake — \i this wind was in Christ JesuSy who 
but must see, that the greatest of mankind may 
well descend from all his real or fancied emi* 
nence, for the servicei of his brother ? may 
easily forego the little advantage, which hit 
birth, his rank, his wealth, his learning, or 
his parts^.may seem to give him over his^fel^ 
lows, when an act of charity is to be performed 
by him ; when the distresses, the infirmities^ 
na;^ the vices of humanity, may be relieved^ 
and covered, a^d corrected, by such cond^ 

1» nu]ipp.li»5. 8. 
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leension ? To stoop for such ends is almost 
pride itself: and to emulate such a pattern^ is 
scarce humility^ but glory. 

Nor thinks that this humility requires of you 
more than reason requires. You may suppress 
your pride^ without giving up necessary self* 
defence. Ye may be meek and lowly in hearty 
without being unjust to yourselves, or impru* 
dent. When your essential interests are con* 
cemed, ye may assert them with firmness, and 
even with spirit, in all ways, which good sense 
allows, or true wisdom recommends. But let 
not every petty injury, much less any fancied 
injury, be presently avenged; let not little 
neglects or discourtesies be hastily resented ; 
overlook many injuries, if not considerable; 
nay, and many considerable injuries, if they 
be but tolerable. Think not that your digni^ 
wilt suffer by such connivance. The true dig* 
nity of man, is the performance of his duty. 
Or, if some indignity be sustained, consider on 
whose account, and by whose command ye 
suflfer it. Consider, that He, whose dignity 
was infinitely above yours, submitted to every 
indignity, and for your sake. The authori^ 
of your divine Master is nothing, if it cannot 
bind you in any instance to bear his^^o^e : And 
to wh^t end is. the example of your divine 



Digitized by 



;Googk 



i4i SEAMAN xxm; 

^idat set bgftte ydby if yte fesolvey oil net 
iccdiinf, to fti^Afe up ^\)ur Jch^s Md foUmo 
him''? 

But, fceesiusfe dtrf obWjiissterikti Lbrcf saw 
hoW trifeisy this prebejjf ^duTcP K^* td the nV* 
cfdl^ed aha irt^eifef afe pHde of fe foffis^&s, R« 
h'a^ theif^for^ cfoVi^sfc^rtded to assirrJ them' flisift 
fheir ot^diehcB to it wifl, evfettii^ this wbfUcT; 
b'6 itfetfded vVith a suit^Mfe Reward; Ve shtttl 
find test to ^mtr htils. And tKis 

If, Is the other topib, \t'hicK T fer/^ag^ td 
ifisrst up6ni in tHts Siicotirsh. . 

Th'e great objectibn to tfii* vWthek dt frtx^kl- 
iiess and Kmriilttj), is, th^t thfe'pi^ctite 6t iVi^tti 
'^ill ptit us to some ^ffesfertt paitt ?n reiiisflhg 
tti^ nn^ulse of our dfedrderid panisibh^. It will 
dtf io. Nature prhmpts us to f^pfel dn ihjirfy • 
^tid thatn^tute, vitiated and deprated, is ifi 
haste to repfel it #ith iiicfigniltton, Hhd everf 
ftlry. To g?ve wiy ib the inipletiiblfe Sferiti- 
ment, would give us immfediate ^se; and to 
suppfefe if, till the practite beebches hibittial;, 
win cost us some throws arid agitktibn of mind. 
To countef-act this instarit disquiet, a rfecom- 
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p&ncehptop6^eS, efcarffy d(i(ted i& the trial. 
Out^mtftd \» di^dttipos^, Ibr tA^ instiaht, by 
thtt strtij^le v^ have to itiake #ilft the incensed 
passrlon: When that i» ovtf, it* stettles again 
i^to a full and permanent tranqniHily. ff^e 
^d rest, as the text speaks, to oieif souls : 
we have the purest peace withih, ahtf have 
no disturbance of it to apprehend, from with- 
out. 

1. The uneasin^s which^n^fe ehgtenders, 
receivesi as I said, some present relief from 
the free course of that passion. But seethe 
consequence of giving way to it. Disgust, re- 
morse, fear, and h^rte, succeed tto the indulr 
gence of this fiery sentiment, Inbfe^in, wheaif 
proceeds so fet as to acts of revtogte. But, if 
it stop short of this extreme, stiS the mind, by 
nourishing ifa resentments, aWd bitooding over 
the idea of a supposed indignity; hurts its own 
peace ; grows sore and fretful, and suspicions ; 
and, thou^ it be somewhat flattfererf By the 
first tumultutouS eflfoH: of its indignaf6on, which 
looks like courage! and higli spifit; yet, the 
briskness of this sensation soon goeir off, and 
flattens into a sullen gloom of bought, the 
bane of every selfish, as well as social enjoy- 
ment. 



Digitized by 



Google 



544 SERMON XXIII* 

It is much odienvise with the m^ek and 
lowly in heart. They never retaliate injuries^ 
and seldom resent them. They either feel not 
the stroke of them ; or, if they do, the wound 
is instantly healed by the balsamic virtue of 
their own minds. But, indeed, a man, well 
disciplined in the school of humility, receives 
but few injuries, for he suspects none ; it 
being, I think, true, that, for one real injury 
done us by others, a hundred such things, as 
we call by that name, are only bred \n our 
' own; eap^ous and distempered imaginations^ 
And then, for those few injuries which he ac- 
tually receives, they are easily slighted or for- 
gotten by hina ; because he sees them only in 
their true shape and size, and not as magnified 
by an extravagant opinion of his own worth, 
and as extravagant ai^onteiiipt of the aggressor. 
He knows his own infirmities, and can allow 
for those of other men. If they are petulant 
or unjust, he, perhaps, has been inobservant 
or imprudent : besides, he never tl;K>ught him- 
self entitled to any speqial respect, and there- 
fore wonders the less, if no great ceremony has 
been used towards him. To these suggestions 
of humanity, he adds those of religion. He 
knows what his Master enjoins, and he re- 
members on what terms the injunction is 
pressed upon him. And thus, though the in- 
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dignity seem great^ he easily excuses one half 
of it^ and forgives the other. The issue isy 
that he finds rest in his own soul, . which the 
proud man never does : so that, as to internal 
peace, the advantage is clearly on the side. of 
meekness and humility. But then^ 

2. As to external peace, the matter may be 
thought more problematical. " For that soft* 
ness of mind, which religion calls humility^ 
invites, it is said^ and multiplies injuries. For* 
give one insult^ and you draw upon you a 
hundred more : so that, if humility be a vir- 
tue, it is never likely to be out of breath for 
want of exercise and employment. In a wordy 
the world is so base, that there is no keeping 
it in respect, but by Jear : and how is that 
needful sentiment to be impressed on the minds 
of injurious men, in those numberless cases 
which civil justice cannot reach, but by a quick 
resentment and personal high spirit ?"* 

Such is the language of those who have learned 
th^r ethics of the world, and not of the Gos- 
pel. But let us see what there is in the allega-^ 
tion itself. 

To connive at one indignity , is, they say^ 
the reach/ way to invite antdher. It may be 
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so, in: some nre cas^/ trhdtt ^e' htf^' t6 dicy 
witb singtdaiiy bdM an^tl Angehei^ous' riflttui^; 
btril e^ri tWny I thinky cYiieffyy if not sbl^, 
ih4ieii that' conAivsCnce itf jcifled^ with ino^rti- 
denoe ol' Mly : atKd then^ it^ is Mt kiatfitt^ 
should bear the bfeme^ buc oU# <^Wn itii^ 
cretion. Besides^ the question is concerning 
9 general rale of e^Aiduct : afAidthis rtiXe ihay^be 
» ik and reoitollable otte^ ihouj^ it adiniVy # 
nidst rates cby of some eiceptions. 

Againr^ though a m^ and good nAU^ ^tl 
frequcntfjr siiippress^ arid always rt<>derat^ his^ 
reseirtmerit^ yet neither reason Hot fhcrreligtoiW 
of Jesus i^quh^y thst in no ea^ vrhaited^ey 
should we be aetudted by that prim*ipfe. Thes 
principle itself^ as I have shewn, is fi naAiraff 
oncy and under dvte restraint mgy serve id §M^ 
purposes ; one of which, perhaps, is to give a^ 
check to overbearing rnsalence awrf opj^MtS^n^ 
I mean when it rise» to a certaitl d^^gve^ and 
exceeds certain bounds. Even our blessed Lord, 
who was meekne^ itsdf, ^M^t tk on Mkie 
oecasiohs to expr&s» a v^ry strolig regidHlMMrt ; 
as, when he upbraided the Pharisee^ ilifio^genflte 
terms, but, in a just indignation at theW ^kHoe^ 
went so far as to brand them with the bitter 
names of vipers and mrpenfs) aflrf to Aienace 
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them with the ffatoes df hell^. So that meeks 
ness andi^sentmfcnt are not absolutely incom-^ 
^atible ; though the datigef of exceedihg in* ihii 
last quality is so great, thiat the gaiefal itde 
l>bth* of reason anct Christianity, is to ciAtivaM 
tte^kness in our6€keiJ, and to restrain otrf ie- 
s6iiN:ment8i 

^^ But, if exceptions be dlowed in any edse, 
the rtile, it will be daid, becomes of no use ; 
for lihat pride and passioh v^ifl fiikd an excep- 
tion in every case." If they should, they trturt 
answer foir themselves. In all tnoi-al niiftt^Wi 
something, nay niwoh, must be leffc to^flie fcrir- 
nfess and honesty of the mind. With<>ut thii 
principle, the plainest rule of life may be 
evaded or abused 2 and with it, even thW htfrd 
saying, of hving our enemies, Which is nea# 
of kin to this of meeknesSy is easily uriderstood, 
and may be reasonably applied. 

*^ Still, the rule, it is said, must be an itii- 
proper one ; for that the world, riot some few 
persons, but mankind in general, are only td 
be kept in order by force and fearr So fsi 
sfo there is truth in this observation, the civil 
sword, in every country, supplies that needful 

d Matth. xxiii. 83/ 
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festraint But in the general commerce be- 
tween man and man, in all offices of civility 
and socie^, that is^ in cases where the stronger 
passions and more important interests of naen 
ace not directly concerned^ as tbejr ar^ in what 
Fdates to property and pow^, the observation 
h clearly not true. Here, pride is the predo* 
minant vioe of mankind. And pride is natiH 
rally softened and disarmed by placability and 
meekness. The good humour of the world 
is easily and most ^ectually maintained by 
mutual concessions and reciprocal civilities : 
for pride, having a mixture of generosity in it^ 
yields to these, and loses all the fierceness of 
its nature. So. that they, who bring this 
charge against^ the worlds calumniate thiear 
kind^ and either shew that they have kept ill 
company; or, as I rather suspect, have never 
tried the experiment, which they say is so 
hopeless. Let .them learn to think more &• 
vourably, that is, more justly, of human na- 
ture- We are passionate^ infirm creatures, 
indeed; but still men, and not fiends. Let 
them set the example of that humHity, whicl) 
th^y afiect to think so unpromising a guard 
against injuries : and I dare assure them th^ 
will generally j^nd themselves better defended 
by it, than by any resentment or high spirit 
^hich they can possibly exert. 
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lastly, I would observe^ that, if in scmit 
rare instances, and in places, especially, whert 
iashion has made resentment highly creditable^ 
this practice be found inconvenient, the rule 
is not to be set aside on tliat account. ThA 
authority of the legislator should exact obe- 
dience to it; and the inconvenience will be 
amply compensated by other considerations. We 
^all have the merit oS testifying the sincerity 
of our religion, by giving^ to God and man jo 
.eminent a proof of it; and, in due time, we 
shall have our reward. 

To conclude: in this and all other cases, we 
shall do well to leam oj JemSy who was meek 
and lawfy in heart. His authority, his ex- 
ample, his affectionate call upon us in (lie 
words of the text, are powerful motives to the 
practice of this duty. And for the rest, we 
have seen, that it leads directly to peace and 
quiet, in our intercpurse with each other ; or^ 
if the perverseness of man should sometinles 
disappoint us in this expectation, that it will 
certainly and inSsillibly yield rest to cur own 
souls. 
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P'REACIiE»I> AP^IL 30, 17^9. 



Luke xvi. 14. 

And the Pharisees also^ who were covetous, 
heard all those thingSy and they derided him. 

JpUT wh^t then ;i^ere fkose tih^ng^ which 
our I^ord hft^ jsaid in.the.hwrfng of tJju^,P^i- 
ly^es, ^nd far ,\vhich they deri^e4 l^ipa ? 

Had he been inveighing sjgjainst jttue viqe ^f 
.CQvetousnje^s in any unreasonable n^anner;? J^a4 
he carried the opposite virtue to an extre^ie^ 
as some moralists have done ? Had he told the 
Pharisees that the possession^ and much more 
the enjoyment of riches, was, universally, and 
under all circumstances, milawful? Had he 
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protKs^ it fis^imfttt^r of conscience upon ^m, 
to ♦diyest /thoioselY^ of their wealthy and to 
€^mbrice ah ^i^^solute and voluntary .poverty^ 
Had he €iv^i .gone «o &r as to advice tb^ee 
Phariis^cSfS^ a^ he once .did a rioh man^ to $eU 
ic^at th^ibad Mnd give it to the poor, and 
tihen take ^ 4he crim and follow hhn^ P 

Afes^ no. fi[e had been saying none of 
th^^ tf^s. Bfi did .hot think well enough 
of itbe !Phari«a^ to give this .laat counsel of 
eaigltelichaftty to tb&n: a counsel^ which he 
had addi3$asedf<^ one ;whom he laved^ to ooe 
who was a virtuous man as well as rich, and 
who wanted.only this.one^Aen^, to make him 
perfect. 

And as for those other precepts, which would 
have implied, that riches were unlawful in 
^emselves, and the possession of them a crime, 
he was too sober a moralist to address a lecture 
of this sort to any of his hearers^ 

The truth is, he had only been advising rich 
wen to employ their wealth in such a way as 
should turn to the best account, to make them-^ 
^hes friends of the nfrnnmon of unright^ous-r 

^ Ma»k X. 91. 
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ness ; that is, such friends^ as should be able 
to repay them with interest, and, when these 
houses of clay are overturned, should receive 
them into everlasting habitations : and, to 
give this advice the greater weight with them, 
he had concluded his discourse vnth saying> 
that such conduct was even necessary, if they 
aspired to this reward, for that they could not 
serve God and mammon ; that is, they could 
not serve God acceptably, unless they with- 
drew their service from mammon in all those 
eases, in which the commands of two such dif- 
ferent masters interfered with each other. 

Such) and so reasonable was the doctrine 
which Jesus had been delivering to the Phari- 
sees* And how then could it provoke their « 
derision? 

The text answers this question — ^they were 
COVETOUS. Their life was a contradiction to- 
this doctrine, and therefore they found it un- 
reasonable, and even ridiculous. 

Nor let it be thought, that this illusion is 
peculiar to avarice. It is familiar to vice of 
every kind, to scorn reproof; to make light of 
the doctrine, which condemns it ; and, when 
it cannot confute, to deride the teacher. 
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So that the te^t affi^ds thi? general pbserva- 
tion, ^^ That, when the heart is corrupted by 
'^ any vice, it naturally breeds a disposition to 
^( unreasonable ini^h and ridicule." , 

Afld, becai|89 this levity of mipd^ in its 
turn, corrupts thf^ heart still further, it may 
"be of use to open to you, more particularly, 
the sources of irreHghw scorn ; to let you 
see from how baae an origin it springs ; how it 
wim$f indeed, on the subversion of every prin- 
eiple, by which a virtuous man is governed^ 
and by which there is hope that a vicious man 
aaay be reclaimed. 

Now ye will easily ai^rehend how the sinner 
eomes to cultivate in himself this ipiseraWe 
talent, if ye reflect ; how much he is concernedf 
to avoid the evidence o^ moral truth ; how 
insensible he chuses to he to the piffs^^ences 
^ moral sentiment ; how studiously he would 
heep out of sight the consewtencks of moral 
action : And if ye consider, withal, how well 
adapted the way of ridicule is, to answer all 
these purposes. 

I. First, then, the sinner is much disposed 
to withhold his attention from the evidence of 

vox- Vl/ A A 
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moral truth ; and the way of ridicule favoiirs^ 
this bad disposition. 

When a moral lesson is addressed to us, it 
is but a common piece of respect we owe the 
teacher of it, and indeed ourselves, to see what 
the ideas are of which the doctrine is made up; 
to consider whether there be a proper coherence 
between those ideas ; whether what is affirmed 
in the proposition be consonant to truth and 
reason, or not. If upon this enquiry we. find 
tliat the affirmation is well founded, either 
from our immediate perception of the depen- 
dency between the ideas themselves, or from 
the evidence of some remoter principle, with 
which it is duly connected, we admit it thence- 
forth as a truth, and are obliged, if we would 
act in a reasonable manner, to pay it that regard 
which may be due to its importance. This is 
the duty of a rational hearer in the school of 
instruction : and this, the process of the mind^ 
in discharging that duty. But this work of 
the understanding, it is plain, requires attention 
and seriousness; attention^ to apprehend the 
meaning of the proposition delivered to us, 
and seriousness, to judge of its truth and 
moment. 

Indeed, if the result of our enquiry be, that 
the proposition is unmeaning, or false, or fri- 
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Volous, we of course reject it, and, perhaps, ^ 
with some contempt : , but then this contempt 
is subsequent to the inquiry, and would itself 
be ridiculous, if it went before it. 

It is apparent, then, what reason demands 
in the case. But the precipitancy of the mind 
is such, that it often concludes before it under- 
stands, and, what is worse, contemns what it 
has not examined. This last folly is more 
especially chargeable on those who are under 
the influence of some inveterate prejudice, or 
prevailing passion. For, when the moral in- 
struction pressed upon us, directly opposes a 
principle we will not part with, or contradicts 
an inclination we resolve to cherish, the very 
repugnancy of the doctrine to our notions or 
huinours creates disgust: and then, to spare 
ourselves the trouble of inquiry, or to counte- 
nance the hasty persuasion that we have no 
need to inquire at all, we very naturally ex- 
press that disgust in contempt and ridicule. 

I explain myself by the instance in the text. 
Jesus had said, JTe cannot serve God and mam-' 
num. The Pharisees, 'who heard him say 
this, had taken their resolution, to serve 
mammon; and they had, it seems, a prin^r 
ciple of their own, on which they presujoied 
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to satisfy tbeioselves^ that they, likewisej^ 
served God. Now, this aphorism of our 
l^rd comipg against these prejudices, they 
had not the patience to consider what truth 
there was in the assertion; what it was to 
serve God, and what it was to serve mammon; 
^nd what inconsistency there was between 
these two services. This way of inquiry, 
which reason prescribes, was too slow for these 
impatient spirits ; and, besides, was contrary 
to their fixed purpose of adhering to their old 
principles and practices. They therefore tai» 
a shorter method of setting aside the obr 
noxious proposition. They conclude hastily, 
that their service of mammon was, some how 
pr other, made conjiistent with their service of 
God, by virtue of their long prayers. And, 
for the rest, they condescend not to reaspqi 
upon the point at all : to get quit of this trouble, 
or rather, to conceal from themselves, if pos* 
sible, the deformity of their practice, they slur 
an important lesson oyer with an air of negli^ 
gent raillery, and think it sufficient to deride 
the teacher of it. 

Ye see then how naturally it^omes to paiK 
that the way of ridicule is taken up by the emr 
IKJT, to avoid the trouble and confusion which 
must needs arise from a. serious atte»tiQ» to th? 
evidence of moral truth* 
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II. It scfTveft equally in the next place, to 
iooth and flatter his corruption^ by keeping 
him insensible^ as be would chufte to be^ to th^ 
differences (^ moral sentiment. 

The divine wisdom has so wonderftilly con- 
trived human nature, that there needs little 
more in moral matters, than plainly and clearly 
to represent any instruction to the mind, in 
ofder ;to procure its assent to it. Whatever 
the instruction be, whether it affirm this con<* 
duct to be virtuous, or that vicious, if the mind 
• be in its natural state, it more than sees, it 
feels, the truth or falshood of it. The appeal 
lies directly to the heart, and to certain corres^ 
ponding sentiments of nght and wrong, in^^ 
trtantly and unavoidably emted by the mon4 
proposition ^ 

It b true, the vivacity of these sentiments 
may be much weakened by habits of vice ; but 
they must grow into a great inveteracy indeed^ 
before they can altogether extinguish the natu- 

b tor it is with propositions^ as with cHaractigrs, in re* 
Mien to which the language of the tiiie morsUst is : 
'^ Explicit, atque excute intelligtotiam tuain» ut Tideas qua 
«it in eft species, fonns^ et notio yhi boni." 
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ral perception. The only way to prevent thi« 
sensibility from taking place in a mind^ not 
perfectly abandoned, is to keep the moral truth 
itself out of sight ; or, which comes to the same 
thing, to misrepresent it. For, being then 
not taken for what it is> but for something else, 
it is the same thing as if the truth itself had not 
been proposed to us. But now this poWer of 
misi^presentation is that faculty in which ridi- 
cule excells. Nothing is easier for it than to 
distort a reasonable proposition, or to throw 
some fiilse light of the fancy upon it. The 
soberest truth is then travestied into an ap-^« 
parent falshood ; and, instead of exciting the 
moral sentiment which properly belongs to it^ 
only serves, under this dii^ise, to provoke 
the scorner's mirth on a phantom of his own 
raising. 

The instance in the text will again illustrate 
this observation. 

Had the Hiarisees seen, that, to serve Go4 
Implies an universal obedience to all his laws, 
and that, to serve fnammon implies an equal 
:Submission to all the maxims of the world, and 
that these laws and these maxims are, in num- 
berless cases, directly contrary to each other, 
they Would then liave seen our Lord's ;9bser': 
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VUtioQ in its true light ; and they could not 
have helped feeling the propriety of the con- 
duct recommended to theoi. But the senti- 
ments arising out of this truths would have 
given no small disturbance to men, who were 
* determined to act in defiance of them. To 
avoid this inconvenience^ they ha^ only to put 
a false gloss on the words of Jesus ; to suppose, 
for instance, that by serving God was meant, 
to make long prayers^ and by serving mam- 
mon, to make a reasonable provision for their 
families ; and, then, where was . the inconsist- 
ency of two such services ? In this way of 
understanding the text, nothing is easier than 
to serve God and mammon. And thus, by 
substituting a proposition of their own, in the 
room of that which he had delivered, they 
escape from his reproof, and even find means 
to divert themselves with it. 

lit. But,^ lastly, a vicious man is not more 
concerned to obscure the evidence of moral 
truth, and to suppress in himself the differences 
of moral sentiment, than he is to keep out of 
/light the consequences of moral action : and 
what so likely as ridicule to befriend him 
also in this project. 

When the sinner looks forward into the 
effects of a vicious life, he sees so much misery 
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springing up before him, even in this World^ 
tod so dreadful a recompence reserved for him 
in another, that the prospect must needs be 
painful to him. He has his choice, indeed^ 
whether to stop, or proceed, in his evil course; 
^ but, if he resolve to proceedj one cannot think 
it strange that he should strive to forget, both 
what he is about, and whither he is going< 
And, if other expedients fail him, he very 
naturally takes refuge in a forced intemperate 
pleasantry. For the very effort to be witty 
occupies his attention, and gratifies his vanity. 
A little crackling mirth, besides, diverts and 
entertains him ; and, though his case will not 
b^ar reasoning upon, yet a lively jest shall pasi 
upon others, and sometimes upon himself^ for 
tiie soundest r(eason. 

This is the true iu^count of that dispositibft 
to ridicule, which the world so commonly ob«^ 
ierves in bad men, and sometitnes mistakes 
for an argument of their tranquillity, when it 
!s, in truth, aa evident symptom of their dis* 
tress. For they would foi^t themselves, in 
thi& noisy mirth ; juist as children laugh out, td 
keep up theit spirits in the dark. 

Let me alledge the case in the text once more> 
to exepplify tiiiis remark. 
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When <Mir Lord reprofted the Pharisees for 
their covetou$ne9s, and admonished them how 
impossible it wns to serve God and iiuimma% 
the weight of this remonstrance should^ m all 
reason, have engaged their serious attention: 
and then th^iirould have seen how crimin&A 
their conduct was, in devaaring toidows hmaes^ 
ndiile yet the^r pretended a zeal for the house 
^God$ and being led by the principles of 
their sect to ftdmit a future existence^ itwaa 
iMitural for them^ under this conviction, to ex« 
pect the just vengeai^ce of their crimes. 

But vice had made them ingenious, and 
taught them how to elude this dreadfol con- 
clusion. They represented to themselves their 
reprover in a ridiculous light ; probably as one 
of those moralists, who know nothing of the 
World, and outrage truth and reason in their 
censures of it : or, they affected to see him in 
this light, in order to break the force of his re* 
OKmstrance, and insinuate to the by-standers^ 
that it merited no other confutation than that c^ 
l^lect. They did, then, as vicious men are 
wont totlo ; they resolved not to considei^ th^ 
i^naequences of their own conduct ; and sup* 
ported themselves in this resolution by deride 
^n^ the person, who, in charity, would haiv 
led them to their duty. 
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Thus it appears how naturally the way of 
ridicule is employed by those who determine 
not to comply with the rules of reason and re- 
figion. They are solicitous to keep the evidence 
of moral truth from pressing too closely upon 
them : they would confound and obliterate, if 
they could, the differences of moral sentiment: 
they would overlook, if possible, the conse-^ 
quences of moral action ; and nothing promises 
so fair to set them at ease, in these three re- 
spects, as to cultivate that turn of mind, which 
obscures truth, hardens the heart, and stu- 
pifies the understanding. For such is the 
proper effect of dissolute mirth; the mortal foe 
to reason, virtue, and to common prudence. 

I have shewn you this very clearly in the case 
of one vice, the vice of avarice, as exemplified 
by the Pharisees in the text. , But, as I said, 
every other vice is equally disingenuous, and 
for the same reason. Tell the ambitious man, 
in the language of Solomon, that by humility 
and ihe fear of the Lord^ comet h honour ^ ; 
and he will loudly deride his instructor: or, 
tell the voluptuoiis man, in the language of St. 
Paul, that he, who liveth in pleasure, is dead 
while he liveth ^; and you may certainly ex- 
pect the §ame treatment. 

P Prov. ii. 4. d i Tim. v. «. 
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It is not, that vague and general invective? 
against vice will always be thus received : but 
let the reproof, as that in the text, be pressing 
and poignant, let it come home to merits bosoms, 
and penetrate, by its force and truth, the iii- 
most foldings and recesses of conscience, and 
see if the man, who is touched by your re- 
proof, and yet will not be reclaimed by it ; see^ 
1 say, if he be not carried, by a sort of instinct, 
to repel your charitable pains with scorn and 
mockery. Had Jesus instructed tlie Pharisees 
to pray and fast often ; or had he exhorted 
them, in general terms, to keep the law and to 
jserve GcmI; they had probably given him the 
hearing with much apparent composure : but 
when he spoke against serving mammon, 
ivhom they idolized : and still more, when he 
told these hypocritical woridlings, that their 
service of mammon did not, and could not 
consist with God's service, to which they so 
much pretended; then it was that they betook 
tibemselves to their arms : they heared these 
things, and because /A^ were covetous^ they 
derided their teacher. r 

If this be a just picture of human nature, Jt 
may let us see how poor a talent that of ridicule 
is, both in its origin^ and application. For,^ 
fih^n employed in moral and religious matters, 
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we may certainly pronounce of it, That ii 
qpringft from vice, and means nothing else but 
the support of it. Should not ^e scomer him^ 
jself, then, reflect on what every other man 
$ees, ^ That his mirth implies guilt, and that 
1^ only laughs^ because he dares not be se^ 

But Solomon ^ has long since read the des^ 
tiny of him, who would reprove men of this 
character. It will be to better purpose, there- 
fore, to warn the young and unexperienced 
against the contagion of vicious scorn ; by whidi 
many have been corrupted, on whom vice it« 
ielf^ in its own proper form, would have mada 
no impression. For the modesty of virtue too 
fttsily concludes, that what is much ridiculed 
must, itself, be ridiculous: and, when this 
tctoclUsion is taken up, reflexion many times 
comes too late to correct the mischiefs of it. 
Let those, tlwn, who have not yet seated them- 
arives in the chair of the scomer^ consider^ 
Ihst ridicule is but tlie last efibrt of baffled vice 
to keep itself in countenance ; that it betrays a 
corrupt turn of mind, and only serves to pro- 
mote that corruption. Let them understand, 
tiiat ^tt ftcalty is no argument of siq)«ri€ir 
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sense, rarely of superior wit ; and ths^t it proves 
nothing but the profligacy, or the folly of him, 
who affects to be distinguished by it Let them, 
in a word, reflect, that virtue and reason love 
to be, and can afford to be, serious : bi^t that 
vice and folly are undone, if they let go thdr 
&vourite habit of scorn and derision. 
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PREACHED JUNE «5, 1T75. 



ECCLESIASTES V. 10. 

He that lovetb silver^ shall not he satisfied 
with silver. 

JIF a preacher ou these words should set him* 
self to declaim against silver, he would probably 
be but ill-heared, and would certainly go be- 
side the meaning of his text. 

Silver (or gold) is only au Instrument of 
exchange; a sign of the price which things 
bear in the commerce of Ufe. This instru- 
ment is of the most necessary use in society. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XXV. 3(J7 

Without it, there would be no convenience of 
living, no supply of our mutual wants, no in-^ 
dustry, no civility, I had almost said, no virtue 
among men. , 

The author of the text wai^ clearly of thU 
mind ; since, on many occasions, he makes 
wealth the reward of wisdom, and poverty, of 
folly ; and since he laboured all his life, and 
with suitable success, to multiply gold and 
silver in his dominions, beyond the example of 
all former, and indeed succeeding, kings of the 
Jewish state. 

The precious metals, then, (both for the 
' reason of the thing, and the authority of Solo- 
mon) shall preserve their lustre unsullied, and 
their honours unimpared by me. Poets and 
satirists have, indeed, execrated those, who 
tore the* entrails of the earth for them ; and> 
provoked by the general abuse of them, have 
seemed willing that they should be sent back 
to their beds again. But sober moralists hold 
no such language ; and are content that they 
remain above ground, and shine out in the face 
of the sun. 

Still (for I come now to the true meaning 
of my text) good and useful things may be 
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dvsE-RATEP^ or MiSAfPUED; tnd, in either 
way, may become hurtful to us. He^ that, in 
the emphatic laogu^e of the preacher^ LovieJil 
silver, certainly offends in one of these ways, 
«nc( probably in both : and^ when he does so> 
k will be easy to make good the royal denun- 
^ii^)Q0 .^ that he shall not be ^tisfied with ii. 

I. Now, wealth is surely over-rated, when, 
mstead of regarding it only as the means of pro* 
curing a reasonable enjoyment of our lives, we 
dote upon it for its own sake^ and make it the 
end, or chief object of our pursuits : when we 
sacrifice, not only ease and leisure, (which, 
though valuable things^ are often well recom-^ 
pensed by the pleasures of industry and acti- 
Ti^), but health and life to it : when we griev4 
nature \ to gratify this fantastic passion.; an4 
give up the social pleasures, the true pleasures 
of humanity, for the sordid satisfection of 
seeing ourselves possessed of an abundance, 
which we never mean to enjoy: above i^U, 
WJbeawe purchase wedth at the expence of 
jOur innocence ; when we prefer it to a good 
z^ame, and a cmar conscience ; when we suffisr 
it to interfere with our most important con* 

* ^^is faumsgim sibi ddeat naturs oegatis. 

Har.LS.i.T5. 
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eem^ those of piety and religien ; and when> 
fi3r the sake of it, we are contented to forego 
the noblest hopes, the support and glory of 
our nature, the hopes of happiness in a future 
state. 

When the false glitter of silver (of which 
the owner, as Solomon ss^s, has, and proposes 
to himself, no other good, but that of behold- 
in^ it with his eyes^) imposes upon us at this 
tate, how should our reasonable nature find 
any true or solid ^a/2.^/ae^^n in it I 

*^ But the mere act of acquiring and accil- 
mulating wealth is, it will be said, the miser^s 
pl^sure, of which himself^ and no other, is 
the proper judge ; and a certain confused notion 
of the uses, tb which it may serve, though he 
laever actually puts it to any, is enough to 
justify his pursuit of it.'* 

Be it so, then t But is there no better plea- 
lure for him to aim at, and which he loses by 
following this ; and although a marls ways, 
we are told, be right in Ms own eyes^t yet, 
19 tkere no difference in them, and dp not 
some of them lead through much troul^I^ to 

fe Ecdes. y. 11. c Prov. xvL «5. 

yohj VI, B B 
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disappointment and death ? And is there not a 
presumption^ a certainty, that the way of the 
wiser is of this ^rt ? when his very name may 
admonish him of the hght in which the com- 
mon sense of mankind regards his pursuit of 
untasted opulence; and when he finds, by 
experience, that his unnatural appetite for it 
is always encreasing, be the plenty never so 
great which is set before him. But, 

3. Wealth may be MISAPPLIED, as well as 
' over-rated, and generally is so, in the most 
oflfensive manner, by those, who think there 
are no pleasures^ which it cannot command. 
For, although the miser has the worse name 
in the world, yet the spendthrift (since a cer- 
tain alliance, which has taken place between 
luxury and avarice) possibly deserves our in- 
dignation more. 

But ye shall judge for yourselves. Are rtot 
riches, let me ask, sadly misapplied, when,^ 
after having been pursued and seized upon, 
with more than a miser's fury, they are sud- 
denly let go again, on all the wings ^ of pro^ 
digality and folly ? which scatter their precious 
Joad, not on modest merit, or virtuous in* 

* ProY. xxUi. 5. 
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dustty, or suffering innocence, but on the 
flatterers of pride, the retainers of pomp, the 
panders of pleasure ; in a word, on those 
miscreants, who imped these harpies, and 
sent them forth, for the annoyance of man^ 
kind. 

And well are these spendthrifts repdd for 
their good service. For this profusion brings 
on more pains and penalties, than I am able 
to express ; disappointment, regret, disgust, 
and infamy ; and not uncommonly, in the 
train of these, that tremendous spectre to a 
voluptuous man. Poverty : t>r, if the source, 
which feeds this whirlpool of riotous expence, 
be yet unexhausted, and flow copiously, these 
waters have that baleful quality, that they in- 
flame, instead of quenching, the drinker^ 
thirst. All his natural appetites grow nice 
and delicate ; and ten thousand artificial ones 
are created, and become more vexatious to 
him, than any that are of nature*s growth* 
The idolater of riches, the infatuated lover of 
silvery now finds, that the power he serves, 
the mistress he adores, yields him no other 
firuit of all his assiduity, but self-abhorrence 
and distraction ; the loss of all virtuous feelings; 
and numberless clamorous desires, which give 
him no truce of their importunity, and are 
B B 2 
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iactpaUe^ by ^ny grittifiettioii, of beibg 
quieted and assmged. 

So true i» the observation, that he^ who, 
hveth silver y shall not be satisfied with silver! 
For, either the passion grows upon us, when 
the object is not enjoyed ; or, if it be, a new 
force is given to it, and a legion of other 
passions, as impatient and unmanageable ^ 
the original one;, start up out of the enjoyment 
itself. 

I know the lovers of money are not easily 
made sensible of this fatal alternative. They 
think, that this, or that sum, will fiU^ aU 
their wishes, and make them as rich, and as 
happy, as they desire to be. But they pre- 
sently feel their mistake ; and yet rarely find 
out, that the way to content Kes through self^ 
command, and that to have enough of any 
thing which this world affords, we must be 
Cfireful hot to grasp at too nmch of it. 

On the entrance into life, higher and more 
generous motives usually excite the better part 
of mankind to labour in those professions, that 
are accounted liberal. But, as they proceed 

^ Si hoc est explere, quod statim profundas. 

Cic. Pha. ii. g; 
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in their trbur^, Ittterest, which was always one 
^ar to their industry, infixes ittelf deeply 
into their minds, and stimalates them more 
sensibly than aiiy other. It can scarce be 
otherwise considering the influence of ex* 
iample; the experience they have, or think 
they have, of the advantages, that attend en«- 
creasing wealth ; the fashion of the times^ 
which indulges, or, as we easily persuade our- 
selves, requires refined, and therefore expensive, 
pleasures ; and, above all, the selfishness of 
th^ human mind, which is, and, for wise 
reasons, was intended to be a powerM spring 
of action in us. 

Thus there are several adventitious, shall 
We call them? or natural inclinations, which 
prompt us to the pursuit of riches ; and I would 
not be so rigid, as to insist on the total sup- 
pression of them. 

Let then the fortune, or the honour (for 
both are included in th^ magical word silver) 
which eminent worth may propose to itself, be 
among the induoements which erect the hopes^ 
and quicken the application, of a virtuous man. 
But let him know withal (and I am in no pain 
for the effect, which this premature knowledge 
may have upon him) that the application, and 
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not the blgect, is that m which he will find 
his account ; just as the pursuit^ and not the 
game^ is the true reward of the chace. He who 
thinks otherwise^ and reckons that affluence is 
content, , or grandeur, happiness, will have 
leisure^ if he attain to either, to rectify his 
opinion, and to see that he had made a very 
false estimate of human life. 

And, now, having thus far commented on 
my text, I will take le^ve, for once, to step 
beyond it, and shew you, in few words (for 
many cannot be necessary on so plain a sub- 
ject) where and hx)w satisfaction may be found. 

In the abundance of silver, it does not, and 
cannot lie ; nor yet in a cynical contempt of 
it: but, in few and moderate desires; in a 
correct taste of life, which consults nature 
more than fancy in the choice of its pleasures ; 
in rejecting imaginary wants, and keeping a 
strict hand on those that are real ; in a sober 
use of what we possess, and no further con- 
cern about more than what may engage us, by 
honest means, to acquire it; in considering 
who, and what we are ^; that we are creature* 
of a day, to whom long desires and immeasur- 

^ 3vud sumus;, et quidnam victori gigmmur. Pbrsius. 
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%h\e projtets are very ill suited ; that we arc 
reasonable creatures^ who should make a wide 
difference between what seems to be, and 
what is important; that we are accountable 
creatures, and should be more concerned to 
make a right use of what we possess, tlian to 
enlarge our possessions ; that, above all, we 
are Christians, who are expected to sit loose to 
a transitory world, to extend our hopes to ano- 
ther life, and to qualify ourselves for it. 

In this way, and with these reflections^ we 
shall see things in a true light, and shall either 
not desire abundant wealth, or shall under- 
stand its true value. The strictest morality^ 
and even our divine religion, lays no obligation^ 
upon us to profess poverty. We are even re- 
quired to be industrious in our several callings 
and stations, • and are, of course, allowed to 
reap the fruits, whatever they be, of an honest 
industry. Yet it deserves our consideration^ 
that wealth is always a snare, and therefore too 
often a curse ; that, if virtuously obtained, it 
affords but a moderate satisfaction at best; and 
that, if we will be rich, that is, resolve by 
any means, and at all events, to be so, we 
pierce ourselves through with many sorroics c ; 

C 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
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that it even rtq^Fes ohh^ ^rtue to iDanigt^ 
as we ought^ a great estate^ than to acquire it^ 
in the most r^p^table manner ; that affloMt, 
an4> ^U more^ enormous wealth secularises 
the heart of a Christian ^ much^ indisposes 
him for ,the ^ees of piety^ and too often 
(though it may seem strange) for those of hu- 
mauity; that it inspires a sufficiency atid self** 
dependance^ which was not designed for mor« 
tal man ; an impatience of complying with the 
rules of rea^on^ and the commands of religion ; 
a foi^etfuluess of our hi^b^t duties^ or an 
extreme reluctance to observe them. 

In a word, when we have computed all Ihe 
advantages, which a flowing prosperity brings 
with it, it will be our wisdom to remember^ 
that its disadvantages are also great ^; greater 
than surely we are aware of, if it be true, as 
our Lord himself assures us it is; tbcd a rich 
7Mn shaU fmrdfy etOer mia tl^ kingdom ^f 
fi^avmK : / 

Ye;^ tuith God (our gracious Master adds) 
{ill things are jmsibk. 1 return, therefore, 

fc Ardua res haec eat, opibiis non tradere mones, 
£t dUn tot CiKBsos vicefis^ esse Numam. ' 
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to the doctrine with which I set out, and con- 
clude ; that riches are not evil in themselves ; 
that the moderate desire of them is not unlaw- 
ful ; that a right use of them is even merito- 
rious. But then you will reflect on what 
the nature of things, as well as the voibe of 
Solomon, loudly declares, that he who loveth 
stiver, shall not be satujied with silver ; that 
the capacity of the human mind is not filled 
with it ; that, if we pursue it with ardour, and 
make it the sole or the chief object of our pur- 
suit, it never did, and never can yield a true 
and permanent satisfaction ; that, if riches 
encrease, it is our interest^ as well as duty, not 
to set our hearts vpoti them^ ; and that, 
finally, we are so to employ the riches^ we any 
of us have, with temperance and sobriety, 
with mercy and charity, as to maJce ourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness 
(of the mammon, which usually deserres to be 
90 c^d) that^ when we fail (when our lives 
diflfnep as they soon will do^ to an end) the^ 
pMtjf receive us into everlasting habitations K 

h Fb. bii. 10. 1 luke xvi. 9. 
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PREACHED FEBRUARY 21, 17TS. 



1 Cor. vi. 20. 

Therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit^ which are God's. 

X HE words, as the expression shews, are 
an inference from the preceding part of the 
Apostle's discourse. ' The occasion was this. 
He had been reasoning, towards the close of 
this chapter, against fornication, or the vice of 
impurity ; to which the Gentiles, in their un- 
believing state, had been notoriously addicted ; 
and for which the Corinthians (to whom he 
writes) were, even among the Gentiles them- 
selves, branded to a proverb.. 
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The topks^ he chiefly insists upon, are 
taken^ not from nature^ but the principles of 
our holy religion, from the right and property, 
which God hath in Christians. By virtue of 
their profession, their bodies and souls are 
appropriated to him. Therefore, says he, 
glorify God in your hody^ and in your spirit^ 
which are God's. 

To apprehend all the force of this conclusion, 
it will be proper to look back to the arguments 
themselves ; to consider distinctly the substance 
of them, and the manner in which they are 
conducted. 

This double attention will give us cause to 
admire, not the logick only, but the address, 
of the learned Apostle. I say, the address ; 
which the occasion required : for, notwith- 
standing that no sin is more opposite to our 
holy religion, and that therefore St. Paul, in 
his epistles to the Gentile converts, gives it no 
quarter, yet, as became the wisdom and sanc- 
tity of his character, he forgets not of what, and 
to whom, he writes. 

The vice itself is of no easy reprehension : 
pot, for want of arguments against it, which 
^re innumerable and irresistible ; but from th^ 
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reirerence which is due to one's self and oth^s. 
An Apostle, especially^ was to respect his own 
£gnity» He was, besides, neither to offend 
the imioGent, nor the guilty. UnhappUy, these 
last^ who needed his plainest reproof, had more 
than the delicacy of innocence about them, and 
weie, of all men, the readiest to take oifence. 
For so it is, the licentious of all times ha^^e 
seared consctenees, and tencbr a{^rehensions. 
it s^rms them to hear what they have no sent- 
pie to commit. 

The persons addressed were, especially, t0 
he considered. These were Corinthians : that 
is, 3 rich commercial people, voluptuous and 
(£ssoiute^ They were, besides, wits and rea^ 
soaers, rhetoricians and philosophers ; for under 
Ihese characters they are represented to us. 
And aB^ these characters required the Apostle^ 
attention. As a people addicted to pleasure^ 
wA supported in the habits of it by abounding 
weakb, Aey were to be awakened out of their 
fetfeargy, by an earnest and vehement expos- 
tulation : as pretending to be expert in the arts 
of reasoning, they were to be convinced by 
strict argument : and, m men of quick rhetori* 
ical fencies, a reasoner wouM find his acicount 
§B presenting his argument to them through 
9ome apt and lively image. 
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Let us see, then, how the Apostle aec^uits 
himadtf in these nice ciFciunstance». 

After obserring th»t the sin he had warned 
the Corinthians to mmi, wts a sin against 
ikeir own body ; that is, was an abuse «nd «kK 
filement of it, he proceeds, ^^ JVhid J kmow ye 
^^ not thaiyowr hodif is the tew^le of the Hofy 
^ Ghost y which is in ycfu, whkh ye have ^ 
*^ Godf And ye are not your ovM;fsryt 
^^ are bought with a price ; therefore, glorify 
^^ God in your body, and in your spirit, uMdk 
^^areGods."* 

The address, wei see, is p<Hgnant; the rea- 
s<min^^ dose; and tiiie expression, oratorical 
The yehemence of his manner oould not but 
take their attention: his ai^ufmentatioti, as 
being {bttad^ on Christian principles and ideas, 
must be candusiTe to the persons s^ildriesBed ; 
and, as conveyed in remote and decent %ures, 
the delicacy of their imaginations is respected 
by it. 

The whole d^erves to 'be opened and ex^ 
plaijied at larg^. Such an explanaiticnoi^ will 
be the best discourse I can frame on thift 
subject. 
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I. First, then, the Apostle asks, fVhctt t 
know ye not. that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost? — This question refers to 
that great Christian principle, that we live in 
the communion of the Holy Ghost » ; not, in 
the sense in which we all live and move and 
have our being in God ; but in a special and 
more exalted sense ; the Gospel teaching, that 
God hath given to us Christians the Holy 
Spirit ^, to be with us, and in us ; to purify 
and comfort us : that we are baptized by this 
spirit % sanctified, sealed by it to the ddy of 
redemption **• 

Now this being t}ie case, the body of a Chris- 
tian, which the Holy Ghost inhabits and sanc- 
tifies by his pre^^nce, is no longer to be 
considered as a worthless fabrick, to be put to 
sordid uses, but as the receptacle of God's spi- 
rit, as the place of his residence ; in a word, a^ . 
his TEMPLE and sanctuary. 

The figure, you see, presents an idea the 
most august and venerable. It carried this im- 
pression with it both to the Gentile and Jewish 
Christians^ It did so to the Gentiles, whose 

« 2 Cor. xiu. 14. b i Thess. iv. 8. 

^ Acts xi. 1«. * Eph. i. 13. 
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superstitious reverence for their idol-temples i$ 
well known : and though many an abominable 
rite was done in them, yet the nature Of the 
Deity, occupying this temple, which was the 
Holy (jfhost,*put an infinite difference between 
him and their impure deities, the impurestof 
which had engrossed the Corinthian worship. 
So that this contrast of the object could not 
but raise their ideas, and impress the reverence, 
which the Apostle would excite in them for 
such a temple, with full eflfecton their minds ^ 
And then to Jews, the allusion must be sin- 
gularly stnking : for their supreme pride and 
"boast was, the temple at Jerusalem, the taher^ 
n(wle of the most high, dwelling betupeen the 
ehervhims^ and the place of the habitation of 
Go£s ghry^. 

To'both Jew and Gentile, the notion of a temple 
implied these two things, 1. That the divinity 
was in a more especial manner present in it : 
and, 2. That it was a place peculiarly set apart 
for his service. Whence the effect of this re- 

* It was the easier to do this, as the Heathens had their 
Minerva and Diana, as well as grosser deities 5 and their 
vestal virgins too 5 though, I doiibt> in less numbers than 
the shameless votaries of the Corinthian Venus. 

See Strabo, L. viii. p. 378. Par. 1620. 

^ Ps. xlvi. 4.— Ixxx. I. — ^xjtvi. 8, 
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jHretentatioii would be, That the body, having 
the Holy Spirit lodged within it, was to be 
kept pure and clean for this celestial in- 
habitant : and, as being dedicated to his own 
use, it yrm not to be ptt^haned by any inde- 
cencies, much less by a gross sin, wfakh is, 
emphatically, a sin againsi the body, and by 
beath^is themselves accounted a pollution ^ 
of it. 

Further ; the Apostle does not leave the Co- 
rinthians to collect all this from the image 
presented to them, but asserts it expressly; 
IFbat ! know ye not, that yam* body is the 
temfie of the Holy Ghost^ which is in tou : 
Implying, that what diey wiould naturally 
infer from their idea of a temple, was true^ in 
fact^ that the Holy Ghost was in them; that 
his actual occupancy and possessioa of their 
bodies aj^propriated the use of them to himself^ 
and excluded all sordid practices in them, as 
prophane and sacrilegious. Nay,' be fiirtiier 
adds; and which [Holy Ghost] ye have of 
GOD : ye have received this adorable spirit 
which is in you, from God himself; and so 
are obliged to entertain this heavenly guest 
with all sanctity and reverence ; not only for 
his own sake, and for the honour he does you 

s Nullis FOLLUiTUR casta domus stupris. Hor. 

Cam castum amisit polluto coRroRS fioron. Catul> 
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him, and from whba^ bands ye hftve Jfeeeiv^d. 
him. 

This first argument^ then, against the sin 
of uncleanness, divested (^ its figure, 9tan4ft 
thus. In consequence of your Chri^tiw ppo* 
fesion, ye must acknowledge, that the Mf^f 
Spirit is given to inform ^nd cowecrate yap!* 
mortal bodies ; th^t he is actually loUJm yott$ 
and that he dwells and opferates th^re> by 
the gracious appointment and cQinmi^jic©. Qf 
God. Ye are therefore to cojisider your ho^y 
as the place of his more especial habit^ticm ; 
and as such, are bound to preserve it in such 
purity, as the nature of so sacred a presence 
demands* 

This is the clear, obvious, and conclusive 
argument ; liable to no objection, or evert 
cavil, from a professor of Christianity. The 
figure of a temple is only employed to raise 
out apprehensions, and to convey the conclu- 
sion with more force and energy to our minds. 
But now, 

11. The Apostle proceeds to another and 
distinct consideration, and shews that the 
Holy Ghost is not only the actual occupier and 

VOL. VI. c c 
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possessor of the body of Christians^ whom the 
Almighty had, as it were, forced upon them, 
and by his sovereign authority enjoined them 
to receive, but that he was the true and right- 
fill PROPRIBTOR of it. Ye are not your own, 
continues the Apostle ; not merely, as " God 
*^ hath, by his spirit, taken possession of you, 
^^ and sealed you up, as his own proper 
** goods ^r but as he hath redeemed and pur- 
chased you, as he hath done that, by which 
the property ye might before seem to have in 
your bodies, is actually made over and con- 
signed to him. For ye are bought with a 

PRICE. 

The expression is, again, figurative; an<t 
refers to the notions and usages that obtained 
among the heathens, the Greeks especially, in 
r^ard to personal slavery. As passionate 
admirers, as they were, of liberty, every go- 
vernment, even the most republican, abounded 
in slaves ; every family had its share of them. 
The purchase of them, as of brute beasts, was 
a considerable part of their traffick. Men and 
women were bought and sold publicly in their 
markets: the wealth of states and of indivi- 
duals, in great measure, consisted in them. 
ITius was human nature degraded by the 

* Dr. Whitby on the place. 
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Heathen, and 1 wish it might be said, hf 
heathens only. But my present concern is 
with them. It is too sad. a truth that human 
creatures sold themselves, or were sold by their 
masters, to be employed in the basest services, 
even those of luxury and of lust. This infa- 
mous practice was common through all Greece, 
but was more especially a chief branch of the 
Corinthian commerce. Their city was the 
head-quarters . of prostitution, and the great 
market for the supply of it. 

Now to this practice the Apostle alludes, 
but in such a manner as implies the severest 
reproof of it. His remonstrance is to this 
effect. '^ Ye Corinthians, in your former 

pagan state, made no scruple to consider 
*^ your slaves as your own absolute property^ 
^'' Your pretence was, that i/e had bought them 
*^ with a price; that is, with a piece of nibney, 
" which could be no equivalent for the natural 
"inestimable liberty and dignity of a fellow- 
" creature; yet ye claimed to yourselves their 
"entire, unreserved service; and often con- 
" demned them to the vilest and most igno- 



"To turn now, says the Apostle, from 
" these horrors to a fairer scene ; for I take ad*- 
cc 2 



(( 
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^^.vantoge only of your ideas in fliis mattelr^td 
** lead you to just notions of your present 
/^ Christian condition. God, the sole rightful 
^^ proprietor of the persons of nden, left you 
*^ in "rtie state of nature, to the enjoyment of 
*^your own liberty, with no other restraint 
*^ upon it than what was necessary to preserve 
^^ so great a blessing, the restraint of reason. 
^^ Now, indeed, but still for your own infinite 
*^ benefit, he claims a stricter property in you, 
^^ and demands your more peculiar service. 
^* He first made you men, but now Christians. 
^^ Still he condescends to proceed with you in 
" yottr own way, and according to your own 
^ ideas of right and justice. He has hmghf 
^ you with a price: but, merciful heaven, 
^^ with what price ? With that, which «xce^» 
^ all value and estimation, with the blood of 
" his only begotten Son ; the least drop of 
^* which is of more virtue than all your heca- 
*^ tombs, and more precious than the treasurer 
^^ of the East And for what was this price 
^^ paid ? Not to enslave, much less to insult 
^^ attd corrupt you (as ye wickedly served one 
" another), but to redeem you into the gldh 
^^ rious liberty of the sons of God : It was, 
^^ to restore you from death to life, from ser- 
*^ vitude to freedom, from corruption to holi- 
^^ ness, to make to himself a peculiar peopk, 
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zealous of good works. Say^ then^ Is this 
ransom AH equivalent (or (he purchase of 
you } And is the ^d for which ye are pur^ 
chased^ such as ye dare complain of^ or have 
reason to refuse? Henceforth, then, ye are 
noi your own : the property of your ^ouli 
and bodies is freely, justly, equitably, with 
immense benefit to yourselves^ and unspeak-. 
able mercy on the part of the purchaser| 
transferred to God. Your whole and best 
service is due to him, of strict right : what 
he demands of you is to serve him in all 
virtue and godliness of living, and pariicu^ 
lariy to respect and reverence yourselves ; in 
a word, not to pollute yourselves with ibr* 
bidden lusts. In this way ye are required 
to serve your new lord and master, who has 
the goodness to regard such service, as an 
honour and glbiy tx> himself. Therefore^ 
do your part invic^abiy imd conscientjpualy) 
Glorify God in your ho4ifi andinyour spirit, 
wMch are God's,"" 



This is the the Apostle's idea, when drawn 
out and explained at large. The reasoning is 
decisive, as in the former case : and the ex* 
pression admirably adapted to the circum- 
stances of the persons a<ldressed. In jdain 
words, tibe argument is thit. God has (»*9- 
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Tided, by the sacrifice of the death of Christ, 
for your redemption from all iniquity, both 
the service, and the wages of it^ By your 
profession of Christianity, and free acceptance 
of this inestimable benefit, freely ofiered to 
you, ye are become in a more especial manner, 
his servants : ye are bound, therefore, by every 
motive of duty and self-interest to preserve 
yourselves in all that purity of mind and body, 
which his laws require of you ; and for the 
sake of which ye were taken into this nearer 
relation to himself. The figure of being bought 
with a price, was at once the most natural 
cover of this reasoning, as addressed to the 
Corinthian Christians ; and the most poignant 
reproof of their country^s inhuman practice, of 
trafficking in ^e bodieaand souls of men. 

The force both of the^^wre and the rea^ 
stming is apparently much weakened by this 
minute comment upon the Apostle's words, 
which yet seemed necessary to make them un^ 
derstood. 

To draw to. a point, then, the substance^ of 
what has been ^aid, And to conclude. 

The vice which thf Apostle had been aiding 
ajgainst, iscondemiijedby.nataraJireiMioii.^ But 
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Christians are bound by additional and pecu- 
liar considerations to abstain from it. Yfi^ 
says the Apostle, are th^ temples of the 
HOLY GHOST. To defile yourselves with the 
sins of uncleanness is^ then^ to desecrate 
those bodies which the Holy Ghost sanctifies 
by his presence. It is^ in the emphatic lan- 
guage of scripture, to grieve the Iwhf Spirit^ - 
and to do despite to the spirit of grace. It 
is like, nay it is infinitely worse, than polluting 
the sanctuary : an abomination, which nature 
itself teaches all men to avoid and execrate 
It is, in the highest sense of the words^ 

raOPHANENESS, IMPIETY, SACRILEGE.. 

Again ; ye are bought with a price : ye 
are not your own,, but God's; having been 
ransomed by him, your souls and bodies, when 
both were lost, through the death of his Son : 
a price, of so immense, so inestimable a value, 
that worlds are not equal to it. To dispose of 
yourselves, then, in .a way which he forbids 
and abhors : to corrupt by your inipurities that 
which belongs to God, which is his right and 
property; to serve your lusts, when ye are 
redeemed at such a price to serve God only, 
through Jesus Christ ; is an outrage which we 
poorly express, when language afifords no other 
names for it, than those of ingratitude, in- 
fidelity, INJUSTICE. 
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Whatever excuses a poor heathen might 
iilledge to palliate this sin, we Christians have • 
itone to oflfer. He, who knew not Ood, might 
be led by his pride, by his passions, and even 
^his religion, to conclude (as the idolatroui 
Corinthians seem to have done) that his mdH 
h^Af w^Jhr fornication I or, at most, tb^ 
he was ^ly accountable to his own souf (if his 
j^kilosojrfiy would give him leave to think h6 
li^d one) tor the misuse of it. But this hn^ 
guage ia now out of date. 'Hie souls atid 
faotfies oif US Christians are not ours, but tlid 
J^d's : they art» occupied by his spirit, and 
appropriated to his service. The conchision 
follows, and cannot be inforced in stronger 
terms tbati those of the text: tHBRBVOR^ 
guoRirr God in your body, and w tqu^ 

fllRITy WHICH ARE God's, 
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PREACHED MAECH 13, 1774. 



Job mKiii.SiG^ 

Thou writest hitter things against me, and 
Twakest me to possess ike iniquities of m^ 
youths 

1 HIS is one of the complaints which Job 
tiiakes in his expostulations with the Almighty. 
He thought it hard measure that he should 
Mflfer, novsr in his riper years, for the iniquities 
of his youth. He cbuM charge himself with 
po other ; and therefore h^ hoped that these 
Md been forgotten. 

Job is all along represented as an eminently 
irirtuous person ; ^o that the iniquities of his 
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his youth might not have been numerous or 
considerable: otherwise, he would not have 
thought it strange, that he was made to possess 
his sins, long after they had been committed. 
Our experience is, in this respect, so constant 
and uniform, that there is no room for surprize 
or expostulation. AH those who have passed 
their youth in sin and folly, may with reason 
express a very strong resentment against them- 
selves ; but have no ground of complaint against 
God, when they cry out, in the anguish of 
their souls : Thou writest bitter things against 
Hie, and makest me to possess the iniquities of 
my youth. 

The words are peculiarly strong and ener- 
getic ; and may be considered distinctly from 
the xiase of Job, as expressing this general pro- 
position ; " That, in the order of things, an 
illnspent youth derives many lasting evils on 
the subsequent periods of hfe.*' An alarming 
truth ! which cannot be too much conadered, 
and should especially be set before the young 
and unexperienced, in the strongest light. 

The sins of youth^ as distinguished from' 
those of riper years, are chiefly such as are oc- 
casioned by an immoderate, or an insular 
pursuit of pleasure ; into which we are too easily 
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carried in that careless part of life ; and the ill 
effects of which are rarely apprehended by us, 
till they are severely felt. 

N^w, it may be said of us, that we are made 
to POSSESS diese ^ins, " When we contirme 
under the constant sense and unrepettted guilt 
of them ;** " When weJabour under t^ran-- 
nous habits, which they have produced :" And, 
^^ when we groan under ajffiictions of various 
kinds, which they have entailed upon us.^ 

In these three respects, I mean to shew how 
bitte7* those things are^ which God writeth, 
that is, decreeth in his justice, against the 
iniquities of our youth. 

I. The frst, and bitterest effect of this in- 
dulgence in vicious pleasure, is the guilt iand 
consequent remorse of conscience, we derive 
from it. 

When the young mind has b^n tinctured 
in any d^ree with the principles of modesty 
^nd virtue, it is with reluctance and much ap- 
prehension, that it first ventures on the trans- 
gression of known duty. But the vivacity and 
thoughtless gaiety of that early season, en- 
couraged by the hopes of new pleasure, Stnd 
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sollictted^ as it commonly happens, by itt ex- 
amples, is at length tempted to make the &ta| 
experiment ; by which guilt is contracted, an4 
the sting of guilt fiwt known. The ii^niious 
mind reflects with shao^ and compunction on 
^is miscarriage : but the passion revives ; tho 
temptation returns, and prcTails a second time^ 
and a third ; still vfiiix growing guilt, hut un-> 
happily with something less horror ; yet enoi^h 
to admoi^ish the offender of his f«.ul^ find to 
emhittei* his eiyoyments^ 

As no instant mischief, perhaps, is felt fronk 
ibis indulgence^ but the pain of remorse, he, 
by degr^s, imputes this effect to an over* 
timorous apprehension, to his too delicate self-* 
esteem, or to the prejudice of education. He 
next confirms himself in these sentiments, by 
observing the practice of the world, by listening 
to tlie libertine talk of his companions, and by 
forming, perhaps, a sort of system to himadf, 
by whi^h he preten<|s to vindicate his owp con-* 
idkictt till, at length, his shame and his fears 
f abiiide ; he grows intrepid in vice,, and riots tii 
all the intemperance to which youth invitesj^ 
and hi^h spirits transport liini^ 

In thi^ delirious state be c<»atim»es for some 
time. But presently the scene changes. A!*- 
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though the habit continue, the enjoyment 19 
aot the same :] the keenness of appetite abates, 
ami the cares of life succeed to this run of 
pleasure. 

But neitW the cares nor the pleasures of li& 
ean now keep him from reflexion. He cannot 
help, giving way, at times, to a serious turn of 
thought ; aad some unwelcome event or other 
will strike in to promote it. Either the loss 
of a friend makes him grave; or a fit of ill* 
iieS9 sinks his ^rits ; or it may be saflictent, 
that the companions of his idle hours are witli- 
drawn, and that lie is left to himself in longer 
intervals than he would chose, of solitude aa4 
recollection^ 

By some or other of tliese means coKr 
fiCiEKCE revives in him, and with a quick re- 
sentment of the outrage she has suffered^ At- 
tempts to suppress her indignant reproaches, 
are no longer effectual : she [will he beared ; 
and her voice carries terror and consteimatioa 
with it. 

" She upbraids him, first, with his loss of 
virtue, and of that which died with it, her 
own favour and approbation. She then sets 
before him the indignity of having' renounced 
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all self-comraand, and of having served in-» 
gloriously under every idle, every sordid ap^ 
petite. She next rises in her remonstrance; 
represents to him the baseness of having at- 
tempted unsuspecting innocence ; the cruelty 
of having alarmed, perhaps destroyed, the 
honour of deserving families ; the fraud, the 
perfidy, the perjury, he has possibly com- 
mitted in carrying on his iniquitous purposes* 
The mischiefs he has done to others are per- 
haps not to be repaired ; and his own personal 
crimes remain to be accounted for ; and, if at 
all, can only be expiated by the bitterest re- 
pentance. And what then, concludes this severe 
monitor in the awful words of the Apostle, 
What fruit had ye then in those things whereof 
ye are mho ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death »." 

Suppose now this remonstrance to take effect, 
and that the sinner is at length (for what I 
have here represented in few words, takes much 
time in doing; but suppose; I say, that the 
sinner is at length) wrought upon by this re- 
monstrance to entertain some serious thoughts 
of amendment, still the consciousness of his 
ill desert will attend him through every stage 

* Rom.Ti. !iL 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ SERMON XXVII. S99 

of life, and corrupt the sincerity of all his en- 
joyments ; while he knows not what will be 
the issue of his crimes, or whether, indeed, 
he shall ever be able truly and effectually to 
repent of them. For we cannot get quit of our 
sins, the moment we resolve to do so : Biit, as' 
I proposed to shew, 

II. In the second place^ we are still made, 
to possess the iniquities of our youth, while we 
labour under any remains of those tyrannmis 
habits^ which they have produced in us^ 

There is scarce an object of greater compas- 
sion, than the man who is duly sensible of his 
' past misconduct, earnestly repents of it, and 
strives to reform it, but yet is continually 
drawn back into his former miscarriages, hy 
the very habit of having so frequently fallen 
into them. Such a man's life is a perpetual 
scene of contradiction ; a discordant mixture 
of good resolutions, and weak performances ; 
of virtuous purposes, and shameful relapses j 
in a word, of sin and sorrow. And, were he 
only to consult his present ease, an uninter- 
rupted course of vice might almost seem pre- 
ferable to this intermitting state of virtue. But 
the misery of this condition comes from him- 
jiclf, and giust be endured, for ,the sake of 
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avoiding, if it may be, one that i^ tnuch wotM*- 
In the mean time, he feels most sensibly what, 
it is to posses the iniquities of his youth. 
The temptation, perhaps, to persevere in 
them, is not great ; he condemns, and laments 
his own weakness^ Still the habit prevails^ 
And his repentance, though constantly re^ 
newed, is unable to disengage him from the 
power of it. 

Thus he struggles with himself, perhaps fot 
many years, perhaps for a great part of his life } 
and in all that time is distracted by the very 
inconsistency of his own conduct, and tortured 
by the bitterest pains of compunction and selft 
abhorrence. 

But let it be supposed, that the grace of God 
at length prevails over the tyranny of his in- 
veterate habits ; that his repentance is effica^ 
ci4Mi9, and his virtue established. Yet the 
memory of his former weakness fills him with 
fears and apprehensions: he fimls his min4 
weakened, as well as polluted, by his past 
sins; he has to strive against the returning 
influence of them ; and thus, when penitence 
and tears have washed away his guilt, he still 
thinks himself insecure, and trembles at th^ 
possible danger of being involved again in it. , 
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'Add to all this, the compunction which stich 
^ inan feds, when he is obliged to discounter 
nance in othert, perhaps, by his station, to 
punish those crimes in which he had so long 
and so freely indulged himself: and how uneasy 
the very discharge of his duty is thus rendered 
to him. ' ■ 

To say all upon this head: his acquired 
habits, if not corrected in due time, may push 
him into crimes the most attrocious and 
shocking ; and, if subdued at length, will 
agitate his mind with long dissatisfaction and 
disquiet. Repentance, if it comes at all, will 
come late ; and will never reinstate him fully 
in the serenity and composure of his lost inno- 
cence, put, 

III. Lastly, when all this is done (and 
more to do is not in our power) we m^ still 
possess the iniquities of our youth, in another 
cense, I mean, when we grgan under the iem^ 
poral afflictions of mamf Ijtinds, which they 
entail upon us. 

So close do these iive to 

us, and so difficult latwe 

observe of all other t outh 
-selves of them ! 

VOIm VI. Dp 
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p^ pxp^ miigf^tjf^ii^j^^ i ai^ thgt under 

fqi^.lwp .paiii9r aii4 ;disc;9si9s, dtdiung healit^ 
^f^ ^V^ perhiip% paverty;! iu^y^ 
and irreparable ruin ? Yet some, or all q£ 
these calamities may oppress him, when the 
9lwsi;^P|^^s. r^npup(Q9d^ 9i^ ^ sin forsakep. 

Youth and hesjth are with difficulty made 
^' cpmj^rehepd ho^w frail a madjiine the humap 
lK>d^ is,: and bpw easily iq^jred by excesses. 
But ejects will foUaw their causes; and in- 
te^jperat^ pleasure is sure to be succeeded by 
Jonjg;^ i^jp^s. fo^f* which there is no prevention^ 
and for the most part, no- remedy,^ Hence it 
is that life is shortened ; and, while it lasts, is 
full ^f^lai^^pr,, disease, and sufiering. If by 
fiving/g^f^ as men call it, they only abridged 
{h§ ,,diyaJt|oni^, of .^ their, ple^ their folly 

5fti|^| ^te§m ^ tplerabte^^ But the case is much; 
W{K?ej^th<^ treasure up to themselves actual 
sufferings, from disorders which have no. cqre^ 
as well as no name. And not unfreqUently it 
^appei^^^ according; to the strong expressioi^ in 
I^J^i^ of Jfob, thjaiiqnum^shimesar^Ji^f^ 
<!&e^«'^.gjf his t/mthytiil thejf lie down with 
hint in the grave •. 
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CN*, if hodth continue^ }mJartum^$\xSBmi 
it being an obfervation as old as Solomoo> aii4 
coniinhed by constant experienoe ever wtaCg^ 
d|at he who I6veth pkasure, shedlfM herkh^* 
His' paternal inheritance is perhaps l^aated^ oi^ 
much reduced* And his careless youth has 
lort the opportunity df those improvements 
whidi should eimble him to repair it« Or, it 
the abundant provision of wiser anoestors se^ 
cure him from this mischance ; or^ if he has 
had the discretion to mix some industry and 
OMM>nomy with his vicesi still his good bame is 
blasted> and so tender a {diant as this is niiit 
easily restored to healdi and vigouri For it is 
a mistake to diink that intemperance leaves ho 
lasting disgrace behind iU The contrary iis 
seen ei^ry day ; and ^ crimes which we 
commit in the mad pttranit of pleasure^ bring 
a dishonour with them> which no age can 
wholly outlive^ and no virtue can repair ^. It 
stuck close to Cmar him^f in bis highest 
fortune} All bi^ laiireis could nother hide his 
iaUMsa fromtbtf obdMrVationof men^ nor the 
\tsS9Ja^ of that i<nmnerce by which it had been 
occasioned ^. 

b Prov. %^. 17^ 

^ The poet says WtU of such stains, as these^ 

tvkiprm^ resident nee ebtentnr, Catujx. 

* SwET. J. Camr^ e. ^ 

DPS 
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All this, it may be ttitought, in Vcfry Mard- 
But such is the fact, ai^d sirch the order of 
God's providence. We have not the making of 
this system; it IS made to dur hands by him 
who ordereth all tilings for the best, how 
grievous soever hfs dispensations may some- 
times appear to us. Our duty, and our wis- 
dom is to reflect what that system is, and ta 
conform ourselves to it. 

If a young man, on his entrance into hfcy 
could^ be made duly sensible of the dreadft}! 
evils, which, in the very constitutioa of things, 
flow from vice, there is scarcely any tempta- 
tion that could prevail over his virtue. But 
his levity and inexperience expose him to 
these evils : he thinks nothing of them till 
they arrive, and then there it no escape from 
them. 

To conclude : if any thing can rescui& un- 
wary youth out of the hands of their own folly, 
it must be such a train of reflexioh as the ta% 
ofiers to us. Let it sink deep into their minds, 
that there are indeed bitter things decreed 
agsunst the iniquities of that early age ; that a 
thousand temporal evils spring from that 
source; that vicious habits are in themselves 
vexatious and tormenting; and, that, uncor- 
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rected^ and unrepented of, they fill the mind 
with inntterable rqmof^ and horror, * 

When the sins of youth are. seen in this , 
light, it is not by givirig thesi|i the soft nan(ie 
of infirmities, or by cloathing them with ideas 
of pleasure, that w^ shi^l be able to reconcile 
the mind to them. Such thin disguises will 
not conceal their true forms and natures from 
us. We shall still take them for what indeed 
they are, for sorcerers and assassins, the en* 
chanters of our reason and the murderers of 
our peace. 

The sum of all is comprised in that memon 
rable advice of the Psalmist, so often quoted 
in this place (and, for once, let it have its 
cflTect upon us): Keep inmcency^ and take 
heed to the thing that is right, for that shall 
bring a man peace at the last \ 

Or, if the scomer will not listen to this 
advice, it only remains to leave him to his 
own sad experience ; but not till we have 
made one charitable eflfort more to provoke 
his attention by the caustic apostrophe of the 
wise man : Rejoice, O young nian, in thy 

^ Ps,:ttam 38. 



v^. 
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ffouth, tmd kt thiy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and wtdk in the ways of 
thy hearty and in the sight of thine eyes t 
hd KNOW tBOu^ tkat,/or tdl these ihin^i^ 
Ood wiU bring thee into judgment '. 
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.... . .,. .- .^ 



afhe^itmn, mJao, ihme 9um hurt jMOtMtl| 

eikt ihtu tf^gii^, Wcmfisf^^lma :emmd 

. Otitfrv) .. ,. \ . , . .. ^■■i'--. r 

The royal author ^ fl& l)bot 1ia» -be*& 
much and justly cdebrated for bis wise apho* 
rbms ia»d pi^ec^s bh lihe coiiduct til huiittan 
Hfe. A<mong otiiers of tiiis ^lorl^ ifie ilc^ttoiif 
dte^rve to be had hi tererence; tvhich^ thoi^ 
singly lind fkmiHarly expre&sed^ ' tbuld 'oHly 
ht iSat reflexion of t man i^ M gtekt 
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experience of the w^nrld, end hed studied witi) 
ctre the secret workings of his own mind. 

The purpose of it is^ to disgrace and dis- 
countenance that ANXIOUS CURIOSITY (the resulj^ 
of our :v^nit3r> and a inisguided self-iov€^ which 
prompts us to inquire into the sentiments and 
opinions of other persons concerning us^ joid 
to give ounidv^ bo rest. till, we understand 
what, in their private and casual conversations, 
their say of us« 

^^ This curious dispbsition, says the preacher, 
is by all means to be repressed, as the in-> 
dulgence of it is both foolish and unjust ; 
as it not only serves to embitter your own lives 
by the unwelcome discoveries ye. are mo^ 
likely po make ; but at the same time to c6nvict 
ywr own consciences of much iniquity ; since, 
iipon:jrefiexio9, ye will find that ye ha^^ 
yourselves, been guilty at ^me unguarded 
hour or other, of the same malignity or ftp- 
jitney towards ptb«- m^r 

In th^ TWO eonsiderations is eomprised 
1»l»atef*r can be said to discredit this vice : thi; 
one, you see, taken from the preacher*s knowu 
lec%e of human life; the other, from bis ioti* 
mate acquamtftnce with the secret depravi^ 
tnd corruption of thehuman heart* 
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, Permit me, then, to enlarge on these two 
topics; ai|d, by that means, to open to yoil 
more 4ifttinctly the wisdom, and the EGtuixr 
of that conduct, which is here recommended 
to us, of not giving a $olliciious attention to 
the frivolous dnd unweighed censures ofothef 
men. • . 

I. Take no heed, says the preacher, to alt 
words that are spoken, lest thOu hear thy 
servaVt cuRsk T^EE, This is the tiRST rea- 
son which he assigns for his advice. 

Tlie force of it will be dearly apprehended, 
if we r^ect (as the observing author of the 
text had certainly done) that nothing is taore 
flippant^ nothing more unreasonably and un- 
accountably petulant, than the tongue of man. 

It is so little under the controul, I do not 
say of candour, or of good-nature, but of com^ 
mon prudence, and of common justice, that 
it moves, as it were, with the slightest breath 
of ^rumour ; nay, as if a tendency to speak ill 
of others were instinctive to it, it waits many 
times for no cause from without, but is prompted 
as we may say, by its own restlessness and 
volubilitfT to attack the characters of those who 
chance to b? t|[ie subject of discourse, Witb^ 
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eot pwfiicatioiiy wHii iirt l flidioe^ uriUiMt 90 
much M ntentbnsd ilUwiU, ft edhoes- the tNMei 
of the present company ; vibnttet Mfitfa Ae 
imvailmg tone of oonvarsalio]i;'or tefeesoo 
easkm from iht ^l^htest oocmrrenoe^ fmm 
imie idleooAoeit timt strikes the Crh^, from 
the impulse of a sudden and half-formed Wg* 
gestion^ that stirs within us^ to ecercise its 
totivily in a oaretess oenaure of 4>tiier iMli. 

Ni^» whsk is more to h% hmenteAy (he 
sagacious observer of mouikind will -GmA reason 
to conclude, that no zeal for our interests^ no 
kiodaeas for our persons, shall at all times re- 
strain this imruly member, the tongwe, from 
taking unwelcome freedoms with us. Hvs 
dearest friend we have, shall at some unku^y 
IDOBOient be seduced by an affectation of wit, bf 
a rtart of humour, by a flow of sprits, by a 
anddei Burmise, or indisposition, by any thing, 
in short, tokt&Usudi things of os, uskmrn 
scHDe degnse of sharpness in Ihon, u>d wooM 
give Its pain, if ll^ey were officiousfy f ep mt ed 
toua^ 

This appears to have been tbe aenthn^nt of 
^ wise preadier in the text* Avoid, says hc^ 
thb iflspertinent curiosity, i&d Horn fasr 0ff 
mrmtcmneUM; iest the very peiMM tkiA, 
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li^e upder tfa}r roof and are moft tMi^ te^ 
thee^ who. are reosonai^Iy pretolDtd toiiawillia 
vrarmest ooncern for thy honour a|3id immsst^ 
and oH whose fidelity and gratitade die seemil^. 
ahd oomfprt of thy whole fife more immedisbefy 
depends^ kit even theseibe found to make £rai. 
with thy character. For there is a time, ^htsac 
even these may be carried to speak uiidutifolly 
apd d&ompei^IIy of tfaeet 

And would any mm wish to naikt tfak ^lia^^ 
covery of those, who are esteemed to be, 9lP4$ 
notwithstanding these occasional freedoms, 
perhaps <atre, lus true aerf^t^ and affiictiouajte 
friends i 

EtM* thiak not, wiien this unlwky dkoofte^ 
te tt^de, that the offended party wiU treat it 
with neglect, or be iti a cond)fiofi to conaidcr 
It with ^pse atiowan^es, that, in reasmi and 
eq^ily, may be reqvriml of him. No mck 
tiling : It will appear to bim in tbe^ light of i^ 
heinous and uppard<mable indignity; it will 
Qoeasiotn warm resentments, and not opdyiitt 
his mind with present cKsquiet, but ^ost pfo-? 
baUy provoke hifli to severe expostulatioiifi ; 
the usual fruit of w^ch is, to make a delifa^ 
|tate and active enemy of him, who was, befoiey 
imly an inpautious and indiscreet ^nd t at tin^ 
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best^ it will Engender I know not what uneasy 
jealousies tod black suspicions; which will 
mislead his judgment on many occasions ; and 
inspire an anxious distrust, not of the fiuilty . 
person himself only, but of others, who stand 
in the same relation to him, and, perhaps, of all 
mankind. 

These several ill effiscts may be supposed, asr. 
I said, to flow from the discovery : and it will 
be usefol to set the malignity of each in its true 
and proper light. y 

\. First y then, consider that a likely, or ra- 
ther infallible eflfect of this discovery, is, to. 
fire the mind with quick and passionate re^ 
sentments. And what is it to be in this state^ 
but to lose the enjoyment of ourselves ; to have 
the relish of every thing, we possess, embittered 
by pungent reflexions on the perfidy and base* 
ness of those, with whom we liv^ and of 
whom it is our happiness to think well ; to 
have the repose of our lives disturbed by the 
most painful of all sensations, that of supposed 
injury from our very friends ? And for what 
is this wretchedness, this misery, encountered? 
For the idleness of an unweighed discourse ; 
for something, which, if kept secret ftt)m us^ 
bwl been perfectly insignificant j for 4 dis* 
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c6Urteiy^ which motht noddng and tended to 
nothing; for a word^ which came from the 
tongue^ rather than the heart ; or, if the heart 
had any share in producing it, was recalled 
perhaps, at kast forgotten, in the moment it 
was q)oken. And can it be worth while to in* 
dttlge a curiosity which leads to such torment^ 
when the ofcgcct of our inquiry is itself so fri- 
volous, as well as the concern we have ia it ? 

2. Another mischief attending the gratifica- 
tion of this impertinent curiosity, is. That the , 
unwelcome discoveries we make, naturally 
lead to peevish complaints and severe ex- 
postulations ; the effect of which is, not only 
to continue and inflame the sense of the injury 
already received, but to draw fresh and greater 
indignities on ourselves, to push the ofiending 
party on extremes, and compdl him, almost, 
whether he will Or no, to open acts of hos- 
tility against us. The former ill treatment 
"0f us, whatever it might be, was perhaps 
forgottieti ; at least it had hitherto gone no 
further than words, and, while it was, or was 
supposed to be, undiscovered, there was no 
thought of repeating the provocation, and there 
was time and opportunity left for repenting of 
it, and for rteovering a just sense of violated 
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dfitjr^ &it when ttkft cBsucm it ifaderstodd to 
be no longer mnetret, the dboovery j^rordkei 
frcsb oflencei^ Bithelr pride putt the. aggrem»t 
onjttrtifyin^ what be has done; orthedbiaaie 
of conviction^ and the despair of pardon; tttttii 
indifl^rence into hate ; wtdy to break out inti^ 
aU aorts of ill offiotev atid the readier^ becMse 
tile atrong resentment of so sli^t a matter^ 
as a eanBteaa expression, k ktfdf, in turn, ac- 
counted an atrocious injury. And thus a small 
disopurtesy; which, if unnoticed, had presently 
diedawvy, «hall grow apd spread into a rooted 
iUrmUi productive of gross reciprocal hostile* 
ties, and pemianent as life its^f. 

It is on this account that wise men hav^ 
always thought it better to connive at modb^ 
rate injuries; tban^ by att open resentment ^ 
them> to provoke gqef^ter: and nothii^ ]$ 
menticgtied so much to the honour of a M>tie 
Romany as that, whaa he had the pi^pw ii 
an enemy in his hands (whtcb would certjsinjy 
have discovered the disitffiQction ^f many fenqm 
towaids the republic aind himself) be destroyed 
jtjhem all^ and prudently, as well aagenarously^ 
readved to know nothing of what they iMit 

a Poinpagri.wboinmittklTaiKrtitf^esteri^ . 
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tamed. And thjb c^kkict, wfaieb wm thought 
ftabecomio^agvcatman in* public life, is^ uui^ 
^^tiouably 4<^ tbt flame iMriuciple of prudence 
afid iniignaaiiafiUyj ta say nothing of higher 
motsra^ th^>t)aty aiad cono^vn of evevy private 
nam, 

$. But^ lasth^ supposing the resentment 
eweeited on^ the di^oofery of an un^telul 
secret, should not break out into overt aet» of 
hatred and revenge, still the matter would not 
be nMjdb mended For^ ii wmld surely bteed 
•I thmnn4 ^weasjf m^ffkions, which wmild 
pfey on .the hurt aoind; and do irreparable 
ic^i«ry to ( the sfeortd character^ as well as enn 
hitler tte whol^ life of him who was unhaj^ily 
conscious to them. 

Tlie.cxpstieiMe of such negleet or. infidelity 
ia JttimewWfaon we . had hiltherto loved mmI 
toasted^ and from whom we had expected a 
Milibkr fatuxn of trust and love^ would in&L» 
U>fy: sosop the teinper, and create a constant ap 
pnlie«siim4if fetoieunkindness. It would effiu)e 
the native candour of the .mind^ and bring 4 
cloud of jealousy over it, which would darken 
euit sm^ of human life. It would make us 
tdd^ mA gloomy, and reserved;^ iiidifferettt 
te.thote who: xkserved best pf usy and unapt 
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for the offices of society and friendship. The 
more we suppressed these sentiments, the more 
would they fester and rankle within us ; till 
the mind became all over tenderness and sensi- 
bility, and felt equal pain from, its own ground- 
less surmises, as from real substantial injuries. 
In a word, we should have no relish of con- 
versation, no sincere enjoyment of any thing, 
we should only be miserable tn, and Jram 
ourselves* 

And is this a condition to be officicmsly 
courted, and sought after ? Or rather, could 
we sufier more from the malice of our bitterest 
enemy, than we are reldy to do from our own 
ftnxious curiosity to pry into the infirmities of 
our friends I 

' Hitherto I have insisted on the danger of 
giving heed to all words that are spoken, lest 

THOU HEAR THY SERVANT CURSE THEE; in dthCT 

words, on the folly of taking, pains to make 
a discovery, which may prove unwdcome in 
itself, and dreadful in the consequent^ evils it 
may derive upon us. 

IL It now remains that I say one word on 
the INJUSTICE, and want of equity, which ap- 
pears in this practice. For oftentimes also 
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tHIN« OWlfJ ttEAkT KNOWfiTrt, THAT TttOU THY- 
SELF, LiHEWiSE, HAST CURSED OTHERS. 
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St jU further^ at the very time when this 
infirmity overtook him, he had no purposed 
unfriendliness, no resolved disaffection towards 
the person he allowed himself to be thus free 
with. His tongue indeed had^ offended, but 
hi^ heart had scarce consented to the offence. 
The next day, the next hour, perhaps, he 
would gladly have done all service, possibly he 
would not have declined to hazard his life, for 
this abused friend. 

J[ appeal, as the wise author of the text 
does, to yourselves, to the inmost recollection 
of your own thoughts, . if ye do not know 

and feel that this which I have described hath 

» 

sometimes been your own case. And what 
then is the inference from this self-conviction? 
Certainly, that ye ought in common justice, 
to restrain your inclination of prying into the 
unguarded moments of other men. If your 
best friends have not escaped your flippancy^ 
where is the equity of demanding more re- 
serve and caution towards yourself from them ? 
Without doubt the proper rule is to suppose, 
and to forgive, these mutual indiscretions, 
which we are all ready to commit towards 
each other. We should lay no stress on these 
casual discourtesies ; we should not desire to 
be made acquainted with them ; we sliould 
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dismiss tbein> if . some officious whisperer 
bring the information to us^ with indifference 
and neglect. To do otherwise is not only to 
vex and disquiet ourselves for trifles : It is to be 
unfair^ uncandid^ and unjust, in our dealings 
with others ; it is to convict ourselves of par- 
tiality and hypocrisy, For thine own heart 
knotveth, that thou thyself likewise hast done 
tJhe same thing. 

Ye have now, then, before you the sub- 
stance of those considerations which the text 
offers, for the prevention of that idle and 
hurtful curiosity of looking into the secret dis- 
positions and discourses of other men. Y« 
see how foolii^h, how dangerous, how iniqui- 
tous it is. to give heed to all words that ar^ 
^oken. » 

It becomes a man indeed Xo lay a severe 
check and restraint on his own tonsrue. Far 
better would it be, if all men did so. But 
they who know themselves and others, will 
not much expect this degree of se^f-govemment> 
will not, if they be wise, be much scandalized 
at-l:he want of it ; since they know the ob- 
servance of it is so difficult and sublime a virtue; 
since they know that nothing less than extra- 
ordinary wisdom can, at all times^ prevent the 
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tongt^e of mao from running into excesses ; 
sinoe they are even told by an Apostie^ That 
if aiijf man offend not intoordy the same is a 
perfect man **. 

Let US then allow for what we cannot well 
help. And let this consideration covne in aid 
of the others^ employed in the text, to expel! 
an inveterate folly, which prompts us to hry 
more stress upon words, than such frivolous 
and fugitive things deserve. Let us regard 
them, for the most part, \mt as the shaking of 
a leaf, or the murmur of the idle air: they 
rarely merit our notice, and attention, more : 
or, when they do, we should find it better to 
indu^ our charity^ than our curiosity; I mean, 
to believe well of others, as long as we can, 
rather than be at the pains of ah anxious in- 
quiry for a pretence to think ill of them. 

* James iii. 2. 
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